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To Tm; PjBOPLB op Ireland, 

Friends, I have intended this work for your use ; 
I have labored hard to make it what it onght to be — 
a history of the past and the future. I may have not 
been able to make it what it is capable of having been 
made, but I have done my best, under circumstances 
that materially militated against me. However, I 
trust you will accept, and not condemn me rashly for 
any faults which may appear in the work. I have done 
all I was able to do solely for your instruction and 
benefit. 

Believe me. Dear Friends, 

yours' ever truly, 
N. O^KEARNEY. 

DuBLiy, January 1«^, 1856. 
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MEFACE. 



Th« gift of projihecy is of divine origin. The Par 
triaFehSy during the early swaj of the htHnaa familjr, 
e^jed to a lesser or greater ext^it this di?ine gift ; 
and the So?er^gn Creator of the universe raised up pro- 
phets among his favored people, in ordei^ to defer them 
ftom the pursuit of wicked practices, by preaching to 
them,. Hud forewarning them of the calamities that Would 
be showered upon them, as the penalty due for their mal- 
practices. We read in the Sacred Volume that it was 
the Spirit of God that spoke by the mouths of his pro- 
phets, iknd, therefof Oy that the denunciations and w»b^ 
ings of those holy men to the stiff-necked Jews Were the 
words of God himself. The gift of prophecy was held 
in high estimation «ven by those who deviated kom the 
paths of truth and rectitude ; in faet« by all nations who 
e^oyed any degree of civilisation. The gentiles had 
their prophets^ &nd the prophets of Baa^ Uiough gene- 
rally supposed to have had no true m^on> were held 
in high r«pute by the IsriieliteSi The Magi, a body o( 
leeomed pagan priests, were prophets, a[nd the Sybils, 
wha were pagan virgins, were prophetesses ; so were the 

damids prophets. Accdrding as the Inuaban race gradu^ 
1 
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ated into a more corrupted state> and as statesmen wished 
to look into futurity to learn how long the fruits of their 
troublous broils would remain available for themselves — 
and, probably, for the benefit of their families — they, 
having some sort of a traditional knowledge, that the Al- 
mighty had conceded a certain light to those He thought 
worthy of it, — fancied that they were entitled to that same 
prescience which some other nation, or nations, enjoyed ; 
because they, too, adored a divinity to whom they fool- 
ishly conceded supreme powers, yet limited, because 
they allowed the attributes of the Deity to be distributed 
between various imaginary beings, for the human corrupt 
reason that one individual being could not possibly com- 
prehend all. This false philosophy was grounded on 
the material knowledge of human nature, because man, 
having deviated from the paths of rectitude, and having 
spumed divine revelation, could not comprehend any 
thing beyond his own limited sphera of natural know • 
ledge. Hence, philosophers and men of great know- 
ledge, Socrates and two or three others excepted, found- 
ing their theories on natural causes, were infinitely de- 
ceived in their conclusions. 

But as the corrupt ideas grounded on human under- 
standing united, in some way, with the traditions handed 
down from sire to son, concerning the gifts of prophecy 
conceded by the Almighty to those whom he had mer- 
cifully selectecrto perpetuate His Church on earth, and 
the interests of individuals, a knowledge of future events 
was not considered impossible, nor was its use looked 
upon as unnecessary. The gentiles believed their priest- 
hood to have been possessed of all that sanctity and 
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power from the deity or deities which was necessary t© 
accomplish all the ends they required from them. The 
consequence was that oracular sites were devised, tem^* 
pies erected on a magnificent scale to the honor and 
worship of false deities, merely hecause man, devoid of 
the true light of revelation, relied upon natural reason, 
and therefore believed that the deities, conjured by the 
dint of his own morbid imagination into existence, were 
fully capable of answering all his expectations and re- 
quirements. This was the reason that Delphi and such 
places were held in esteem by the votaries of false deities. 
And speaking about the pagans, we can by no means 
deny that the aboriginal Irish, before they received the 
light of faith, had their oracular sites — cloch-oir ( stones 
of the sun), their tlack-labhras^ (speaking steeds), their 
Eain-chinn-duine {human-headed birds), their clock- 
mhagh'Hgh'Cats (stones of the royal cat), &c. &c. ; all 
these gave responses to their votaries. It- is redundant 
to speak of the Haurispices, who, when oracular sites 
were far away, nndenook the task of prying into the 
womb of futurity, at the bidding of their masters. Their 
sciencoi like that of Fionn Mac Cumhaill, — a specimen 
of whose foreknowledge is presented to the reader in 
'this Tolume, — was derived from natural appearances, 
such as the inspection of the entrails of animals offere^l 
for sacrifice, the flight of birds, &c. Those function- 
aries could not be considered prophets m any one sense 
of the word, but mere conjecturers whose opinions had 
been sometimes veri^ed by chance, and, probably, by 
some preconcerted schemes of their own invention, like 
•those used by the greater oracles, involving doubti'ul 
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meanings of ike responses given : their deceptions may 
be learned more fully from the histories of Greece and 
Rome. 

Before we proceed further with our little investigation, 
it may as well be noticed that the power of faticiimtion, 
or working miracles^ is conceded to demons^ in conse- 
quence of their nature as spirits ; but their powers in 
this respect are necessarily and naturally limited, but 
far greater than that of man, speaking in a comparative 
sense. 

It must, however,, be generally allowed that the light 
emitted by those faigxn philosophers, priests^ and seers 
was only like a dim one partially showing at intervals in 
the gloomy horizon of the far distance, when compared 
with that of the true servants of God, — an ignis faiuus 
produced for the special purpose of leading fallen and 
eniAg man farther astray. 

Yet, while the powers of prescience are conceded not 
only to the prophets under the imperfect regime of the 
old law, but even to those who did not acknowledge any 
of its tenets, and who were evidently instructed by de- 
moniacal agency, there is no argument needed to prove 
that the priests of a new and more perfect law had been 
endowed with those miraculous gifts. If necessity be 
pleaded as the reason that urged the Almighty to con^ 
cede such supernatural gifts to man in the olden time, 
namely, to deter the erring race from wickedness by de- 
nunciations and threats, there can be no reason for sup- 
posing that the very same, nay, even greater need for 
forewamings, denunciations, and threats of future ser- 
vitude did not exist in alter-times — in those of our early 
« 
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Clmstiaii missionaries^ aad, therefore, that the divind 
gift of prophecy did not, and, as a matter of necessity 
ought not, cease. Apart from the fact that there were 
Bumhers of stiff-necked pagans in Ireland, not only in 
the time of St. Patrick, but even during the sway of 
Maeltamlacht, St, Columbkille, &c. and that nothing 
short of some supematund power conceded by heayen 
to the zealous missionaries could wean them from their 
old creed, so as to embrace the new t^iets that were 
preached to them, some of those pagans, being druids, 
were magicians, and could effect supernatural acts by 
demoniacal agency. Our seers saw the corruption that 
was to come upon religion and morals, through the in- 
testine broils of the country, the Norseman inrasioti, 
and its consequences, the total prostration of almost all 
the forms of Christianity, the English invasion and its 
consequences — more bitter to the native Irish than even 
the Egyptian, or Babylonian captivities, were they, 
theU) to be debarred, if matters of necessity have been 
m%de the rules for the working of miracles* in the olden 
time, from those gifts of heaven, in their days, because the 
circumstances of time did not take away or lessen the 
necessity P Surely not. Therefore God conceded to 
us prophets in the new law, as well as in the old law, «— 
prophets who forewarned us against the commission of 
crime, and threatened us with the consequences of the 
guilt. 

Among the saints and holy persons to whom God has 
deigned the gift of pro{^ecy, stand eminently St. Pa- 
trick, St. Bridget of Kildare, St. Columbkille, St. Mael* 
Hunlacht, St. Ultan, St Bearcan, St. Coireall, son of 
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Cronan, and several others, some of whose predictions 
have been lost in the lapse, ot, rather, during the wreck 
of time. Among these St. Columbkille was the most 
conspicuous, because he entered into the subject at 
greater length, and is, therefore, the most revered of 
our sainted seers* 

There was a custom, however, very prevalent amongst 
the Irish — an injurious one indeed in many respects — 
to reduce the prophecies of our Saints to metre, in order 
to suit the language of the age in which they wrote, as 
well as to render them the more easily to be committed 
to memory by the people, whose only solace, under their 
galling bondage, was the hope, held out in those pre- 
dictions, of their even distant relief from servitude. 
These rhymers were, for the greater number, prophecy- 
men, who were always well received by the people, on 
accoun( of the amount of information they gave con- 
cerning their future liberation, and who carried on a 
lucrative calling — one, at least, that ensured them an 
easy competence for life — as they lived generally on the 
hospitality of the people. Most of those prophecy-men, 
like modem philosophers, who believe that every human 
being is less or more inspired with the gift of prophecy, 
or the second-sight people of Scotland, fancied or feigned 
themselves to be able to make the predictions they re- 
duced to verse, rendered much more interesting by ac- 
commodating them to the men and matters of their time ; 
while a few more scrupulous and diffident contented 
themselves with loading their text with dark and cum- 
brous comments — a course that can neither be com- 
mended nor condemned, since many of the passages are 
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ahnost inexplicable. This was one mode by which the 
prophetic writings of our sainted seers have been much 
corrupted. 

There , was another less excusable mode adopted for 
corrupting our ancient prophetic writings, though it can- 
not be properly called an intended corruption, but it 
became so blended with them, in course of time, that 
it must be really considered a grave corruption of the 
originals. There were in Ireland — grievous to relate — 
persons who — whether really, fencifully, or pretendedly, 
is not the question here to discuss — announced that they 
had the aid of a pythonic spirit called Leannan Sighe 
in Irish. Those villains contrived to wind themselves 
closely into the affections of the persecuted innocent 
people, by pretending to the art of faticination, the 
secret of knowing the state of departed souls, as well 
as all the other future events the people wished to know, 
and not un frequently by contending with, maligning, 
and condemning the teaching of the clergy, who, with 
a zeal scarcely credible, when their persecuted condition 
is taken into consideration, always denounced and warned 
their respective flocks against the wicked impostures of 
this class of people. Those pythonics, or Leannan- 
sighe men, as a matter of course, delivered oracles 
suited to local subjects and matters, which were eagerly 
received and retained in the memory of the people ; and 
some made genuine prophecy their text, whenever it was 
found suitable to their selfish purposes. Hence another 
source from which unchristian errors crept into tMl ge- 
nuine prophetic poems of our saints. 

Perhaps the readers of this preface may doubt as fo 
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the possSbiNjty of «udi penent baring had an existence, 
miMh meie the Uc^ioe to pvnoe 9«ch a earner oi iai- 
quitous viUany amongst the faithful Irish ! Hmmmr, 
instead pf going into a long detail about those wieked 
persons, which «iiaot be aiMsd here, it is fr^uf^ to 
instance the ihubo of Turiogh ^ieran of LonMup» v^ur 
Ballymacscanlan, in the county of Louth, who Aooiisfaed 
about the yeer 1765. It would swril otxr pages to too 
large an extent to giro even the heads of the history of 
this wieked man ; it is, kowoFor, strange that he uns 
able to hold sueh an unbounded sway in the estimation 
of the people, since the parish priest of Faughart, Re?. 
Brian Kieran, always' warned his floek against having 
any belief in his powers of fatieination^ or holding any 
ccmyersation with him. There was a pre^yteriaa 
named Gibson who lived in Newry some twenty years 
ago, and who followed pursuits similar to those of Tnr* 
logh ; but he does not appear to have been so celebrated 
as his predecessor. 

There was a third source whence emanated several 
corraptions found in English manuscript copies of th» 
prophecies attributed to St. Columbkille, as well as in the 
catch-penny printed 011^9, namely, their amalgamatioa 
with ancient pagan traditions. It is needless to instance 
niiore than one of those in elucidation, that is, the mas* 
sacre that is believed shall be perpetrated upon the mass 
of the Catholic population of Ulster by their Proleatant 
neighbours, in " Qleann na Mnice DuihhtT (VTalley of 
th^ Mack Pig)« It ia necessary to premise, before 
giving a translation of the histoi^y of the ^' Black Pig»" 
that all the oldest and best copies of the predictiQiis.of 
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St Cvhonibkine m$i other Irish sgint^ now extant In 
Ivelondi hare been carefully examined with the new of 
dite^mmg even the remotest allusion to the massacre 
of tke << Valley of the Black Pig/' yet no such ba« been 
6nmd* WM, the origin of this imaginary maesacre, 
tlnyngb ludicrous in itself, shows with what degree of 
tenacity and correctness the Irish people preserved tra- 
ditieoally the several historical reminiscences of the 
country ; for, though we find a written -account of the 
murder of Cian son of Cainte, the incidents relative 
to it are much more minutely detailed in the traditions 
of the people, and it is upon those traditions the pro- 
phecy concerning this expected vengeful murder is based. 
It will be detailed in as few words as possible* 

It is true that the real meaning of the mysterious 
story of Cian Mac Cainte is lost in the dark maze of^ 
antiquity, but tradition and manuscripts snpply the de- 
ilcieocy in an intelligible manner. Tradition says that 
Cian was a wicked druid who kept an academy near 
Ikogheda, and was wont to change his pupils into swine, 
ibr the mere purpose of setting his wolf-dogs after them, 
uid amusing himself. This wicked practice having at 
length become known to the friends of his pupils, who 
hadi«ften been lacerated by the fangs of his hounds, 
while some few had been killed in the chace. The three 
sens of Tuireann resolved to take revenge of the druid, 
and having watched an opportunity, on the occasion of 
his having changed himself into a black pig, pursued 
and killed him near Cnoc Cian mic Cainte (the HIl of 
Cian Mac Cainte), sometimes called Killeen Hill in 
En^ish, but always Cnoc Cian mio Cainte in Irish 
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This hill is about one and a-half mile north of Dundalk ; 
and Cian s grave was seen on the hill from the time of 
his death until about some twenty years ago, when an 
ignorant fanner named Dickie, who owned a lime-kiln 
at the foot of the hill, tore it down in course of exca- 
vating for the supply of materials for the use of his kiln. 
The tradition, however, states that Cian's hand remained 
over his grave as an indication that he demanded satis- 
faction on his murderers. The manuscript account ef 
his death agrees with the tradition in this respect ; and 
it was, perhaps still is, the belief of the Irish that a 
person murdered, or wrongfully slain, was wont to hold 
his right hand over the grave, demanding satisfaction on 
the murderers. Many instances of this sort of pagan 
superstition can be adduced, even so late as 1798; but 
it is necessary to proceed with the history of Cian, or 
the " Black Pig," as we find it in a manuscript termed 
the "Oidhe Chloinne Tuireinn" (Fate of the Children 
of Tuireann), which is termed by our Archaeologists 
one of the " Three Sorrows of Story-telling," with as 
mxich. brevity as possible. 

The murder of the " Black Pig'* took place long be- 
fore the Milesian colony took possession of Ireland, 
namely, in the reign of Nuadh of the Silver-hand, who 
flourished A.M. 2744. The whole narrative savours of 
some religious rite long since forgotten, since the Tuatha 
Dedanans were said to have possessed a monstrous breed 
of swine — perhaps the Avatar of the Hindus — and it is 
becadk it had once been some sort of a religious rite 
that it is suspected to have been so long retained, in the 
traditions of the people. 
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The death of Cian, son of Cainte, is thus related in 
the above-named manuscript piece — literal translati^ : 

*' With respect to Cian ; he proceeded forward until 
he came to Magh Muirtheimne (now the county of 
Louth), and was walking on ihe plain. He was not 
long there until he saw three men well armed and ap- 
pointed coming on his path against him. They were the 
three sons of Tuireaun Begrinn, namely, Uair, luchar, 
and luchorba. They and he were enemies ; and it was 
certain that wherever they met, the most powerful party 
only should escape. 

" Cian said (to himselO, 'were my brothers here we 
would make a gallant struggle.* And seeing a sluggish 
herd of swine hard by, he struck himself into the shape 
of one of the swine, ahd commenced to root the ground 
as the others did.*' 

" Thereupon, Uair said to his brothers : — ' Have ye 
seen that man that was walking on the lea towards ye ?' 

* We saw him,' replied they, ' Have ye noticed where 
he betook himself ?' * we have not,' replied they. * You 
are very careless about the matter, since you will not 
keep a good look out in time of war ; but I know where 
he betook himself — he struck himself with his golden 
wand into the shape of a pig in yonder herd — he is not a 
friend of ours.' * This is an unpropitious affair for us,' 
said the brothers. * The swine belong to some one of 
the Tuatha Dedanan race, and let us kill them all, and 
then the droidheacht (druidical) pig shall be discovered.* 

* Ye have performed your studies very inefficiently, indeed, 
since ye are unable to distinguish the druidical animal 
from the natural one.* ^Aud when Uair said this^ he 
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struck both his brothers with his dark druidlcal wand, and 
metamorphosed them into two gracile, nimble, sweet- 
voiced bounds, and they (commenced) to bark and pursne 
the chace. In a litde time the druidicd pig separated 
from the herd, and iSed along. It discerned before it a 
dense wood (supposed to be the wood that once covered 
the site of the red bog of Coirteal, co^^nty Louth,) and 
shaped its course through it. The pig no sooner entered 
the brushwood than Uair made a cast of his javelin at 
the animal, and pierced his middle with the dart. The 
pig gave utterance to a shriek; and said: — 'You have 
acted very unjustly in piercinr me, since you know me ' 
' I perceive you are endowed with human speech,* said 
Uair. ' I am of the Tuatha Dedanan race,' said the pig 
' I am Cian, son of Cainte ; and I request that ye will be 
kindly pleased to allow me a favour.' We will/ replied 
luchar and luchorba,* 'and we feel very sorry for all 
that has happened : therefore we will not hurt you more.' 
' I swear by the aerial gods,* exclaimed Uair, ' that if life 
came seven times into your body, I would deprive you of 
it' • Grant me a request.' begged Cian, * before you 
put me to death.' 'I will,' responded Uair. 'Well 
then, allow me to assume my natural shape,' said he. 
' I will,' said Uair, ' because it is a much easier task to 
kill a man than a pig.' Cian assumed, thereupon, his 
natural shape, and said : — ' Extend good mercy to me.' 
' I will not,* answered Uair. * I then have deceived you. 
because, if you killed me, while in the shape of a pig, 
there would be due only the €ric (ransome money,) for 
the killing of a pig for me ; but since you are about to 
kill me in my natural shape, there never was killed an 
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iBcHvidnal wh09e irie ^ftll efxcttd that dae for me : and 
the warlike wei^ontr witb irliicb I sfaall be slain, shall 
bring tlM repovt of my deatb to mj son/ said Cian. 
' You shall not be slaift by warlike weapons, but by the 
hard stones of the plahi,' said they» And they, there- 
upon, began to pelt him intensely and impetuously with 
stones, un^ they reduted the brave hero to a shapeless 
mas6« They ifhen buried him a cubit under the earth ; 
but ^e earth di«k not receive htm on aceeunt of fhe 
treachery tliat had been used towards him. ' Let as 
inter him again,' said Uair; and they did inter him again, 
ai}4 the earth then receivedt^him. The sons of Tuireann 
thereupon^ marched after Lughaidh to the field of battle." 
Now here are the denunciations utt^ed by a pagan 
against his murderers so far back as the reign of Nuadh 
of the Silver-hand, and only a few days before the battle 
of Moytuir in which the Fomorians were defeated. This 
is certainly strange, but, nevertheless, true. Two factions 
there were, namely, the Firbolgs, who were the conquered 
race, and the Tuatha Dedanans, who were the conquer- 
ors; one of the subsequently unconquered race denounc- 
ed wngeanee upon hi& murderers, and, strange to relate, 
this same threat of vengeance has been carried down tra- 
ditionally to oux own times, and made the basis of a cer- 
tain " luUdeixiLash prophecy," as Hamner would say, very 
vulgarly attributed to St.ColiimbkiI)e. It is alsodeserving 
of remark that, for the vengeance denouneed upon the 
conquesred Firbolgs,, the same tenor of opinioQ has been 
Ittuided down to us, and the Saxons, in like manner, haye 
been r^resent^ as a people who will make a bloody 
massacre of the Irish in the " Valley of the Black Pig I" 
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Though this fact is one of the strongest proofs that can 
be adduced in support of the correctness of our popular 
traditions, yet at the same time^ as the danger of receiv- 
ing such without due examination. 

This delusion about the massacre to be perpetrated in 
the " Valley of the Black Pig/' laughable as it is, caused 
the breaking up of many a happy home in Ulster — the 
generally supposed doomed valley — in times not very far 
gone by. It was the opinion of the people of Ulster — 
grounded on this pagan tradition— that some parts of 
Connacht and above the Boyne were safe from the range 
of this imaginary midnight massacre. 

A peck of meal is more valuable above the Boyne, 
Than a bushel of gold in Dundealgain (Dundalk). 

is one of the quotations our northern prophecy-mongers 
give in elucidation of the terrible struggle and general 
massacre of the Catholic population of Ulster by the Pro- 
testant party in the " Valley of the Black Pig." This 
erroneous and wicked prophecy has done much harm ; 
as remarked above, for, whenever any little commotion 
darkened the political horizon, families not unfrequently, 
in order to avoid the carnage, fled the country, or pro- 
vince, a circumstance which has caused the ruin of many 
who might have been comfortable and highly respect- 
able members of society, had they remained at home. 
This delusion put upon the people was not less injurious 
than the stem decree " to hell or Connacht** had been> 
in its day of wicked career. 
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Speaking of these sources of conuption, we can> by no 
means, neglect to notice the traditions of the people, no 
doubt, gleamed from prophecies now lost, or unknown ; 
tbese shall meet due consideration in this work. 

Having endeavoured to show the reader the three 
principal sources whence corruption crept into the pro- 
phecies of onr Irish saints, it remains due to say a few 
words about those Korans, or compound of superstition, 
paganism, and demonism, found in the hands of the 
people, under the specious name of the Prophecies of 
Sts. Columbkil]e, Bearcan, &c., in order to caution them 
further against receiving such as genuine ones. 

It is really painful to contemplate the effects of the 
many and injurious deceptions put upon the people by 
such forgeries as the MS. and printed English copies of 
the prophecies attributed to our sainted seers. There 
has been a sort of translation made of one of St. Columb- 
kille's prophetic poems by the Rev. Mr. Taaffe, and print- 
ed in his life of that saint; there have been attempts also 
made to translate the prophecies of Coireall, son of 
Cronan, Ultan, and those of one or two other saints, but 
it has proved a failure, as the versions are very incorrect, 
from some cause or other. But the great compound 
of falsehood is embodied in a book of considerable size, 
purporting to be the genuine version of the Prophecies 
of St Columbkille, which has been printed in Bow-street, 
Manchester, about 20 years ago. This pretended pro- 
phecy is an amalgamation of some few sentences found 
in the prophetic writings of the saint, a portion of the 
predictions attributed to Nixon, a considerable portion of 
localized pythonicism^ and a suitable leaven of pagan 
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traditkmary lore* This book was pompously announced 
as the Pi-ophecies of Sc Colatohkille— was eagerly hough t, 
and no estimation can he formed of the amount of injnry 
its perusal may have done to the people into whose himds 
it found its way- The original of this psendo-prophecy, 
an old MS. copy of which has heen once in our hands, 
purported to have heen written, more probably compiled, 
by one Stephen Carpenter of Moynalty, county of Meath. 
But when this personage lived, and whether he pretended 
to have been a prophet himself, or a simple prophecy- 
monger, we are unable to ascertain at present. One 
thing, however, is certain, that he executed his task with 
a surprising cunning and tact, rarely to he found posses- 
sed by an ordinary country peasant. Those spurious 
prophecies have been, and are now a being published in 
different editions, varying in price from one halfpenny 
to a shilling! 

The great object in publishing the present volume is 
to show the Irish people the absurdity of those pernici- 
ous tracts generally received as genuine prophecy ; and, 
as the originals are given, to prove the correctness of 
the translation. The notes shall be few as possible, as 
the main object is to make it as cheap as can he for the 
millions, for whose use it is principally designed. 

In fine, it may be as well to inform the public, that 
the original Irish accompanying the translation has been 
copied from old vellum manuscripts, and that no pains 
or expense has been spared to procure copies wherever 
they were known to have been extant. To this may he 
added the care and trouble taken to collate the trans* 
cripts made with wi eld paper eopy of most of those 
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prophecies which belonged to a student, named O'Hagan, 
of St. Patrick's College, Maynooth, who, at his decease, 
some years ago, bequeathed.it to the Library of that 
Institution, where it now lies, and can be inspected by 
the curious. Hence, it is hoped that the antiquity of 
the language will be found a sufficient proof of their 
originality, and the purity of the metre, of their perfect 
correctness. 

In conclusion, it is only necessary to observe that the 
sole wish of the Editor is to make those old documents 
as useful as possible, in order to dispel the popular de- 
lusion respecting false prophecies, and to rescue so va- 
luable a portion of Irish history from oblivion. This 
being obtained, I shall feel a consolation in having done 
so much of the duty I consider I owe to Ireland. 

N. O'KEARNEY, 
Dublin, November, 1859. 
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c^nn's^me ci)0LU)2t)-c)LLe, 

Acuf 6 AC fcfeU0ecbc bo bbfieobA-i). 



Cic|?Ab AiDfeAji, A bbt^^ADboioS 
t)tt b-olc leAc beic iDb ©Aiiiioo ; 
t)eA|c i)A rp^c |i|5ce 5A00A^ 

t)eAic CO C]r)ze ]C clocbci^', 
t)eA]c ]i)b ir)f |b A|t locb|b ; 

MOCA (l))-bfeDAC 1)A b&]tCA, 

t)eAic i)A bji^SA f 6f ACA. 

beA^c AC yUb DA c6|in)Oi)0A, 
beA^c AC 501b DA (5)-CArDollA ; 
beAic CO (b)-olc \i]f AD feisri, 
beA^c bA (b)-feir ri^ 3<> (b)-^PFADD- 

bit I'etjcbo^Se cIadda ]tl5ce, 
btt f elcbo|6e fjl roiS^e ; 
beA^c AC f ODrbo|b po cbfe|l^> 
beAic AC IfeSAbb 'r AC f5[ijbAbbt 

» O'Brendain. This was St. Brendan whom St. Columbkille 
is represented as addressing ; probably, the poem was a letter 
from St. Columbkille to his friend. 
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PROPHECIES OF ST. COLUMBKILLE, 

ADDRESSED TO ST. BRENDAN. 



The time shall come, O Brendan, 
When you would feel it painful to reside in Erin ; 
The sons of kings shall be few in number. 
And the literati shall be deprived of dignity. 

[sions. 
They (the people) will continue to reside in stone man- 
They will inhabit the islets on the lakes ; 
They will not perform charitable acts. 
And truth shall not remain in them. 

They will plunder the property of the church. 
They will take preys of cattle furtively ; 
They will treat men of learning disrespectfully. 
Afterwards they themselves shall become powerless. 

The sons of kings (great men) will become archaeologists. 
The descendants of sages shall become ignorant ; 
They will be continually sneering at each other. 
They will employ themselves at reading and writing. 

* Righte ganna^ The native princes shall be few in number 
iN-*they shall be reduced by the invaders. 

* Ic elochthibh* Clock, a stone, and tibh, for teach, a house, 
•tone buildings, or dwellings. 
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beAit ij* tK)]ccb« 30 fub^cl;. 

Ciccf a6 4ti7reA|i fio bubAcbt 
Po cun)Af)3, btioi?Acl), b^AftAcb ; 

?Vfl ^Ae DeAjlATT) Af) (c)-f^03Al, 

?Vf beA^c 1)0 ji|3ce b|ifeA3Acb- 

Nj bcAic $Ai) cdifi vo CAin5etfkll, 
job ^n b|toD3 be rA ^6A]m ; 

?VcC l^T) bft C|tUA]* |tA 3A]oi)e, 

]f n^cc o^le cui} cii^bAib. 

biA^cfAC DA p][i AC ce|*Acbr, 
No beiAb A rpei* aji cjiApo^lb ; 
No beiAb A |iAic a[i l^rs^^bj 

No A |IA1C f ^10 C|ie CAlA]l1)b» 

bcA^c i)A cleiticbe ao Alcpo^rD^ 
b-o leACC|ioiD DA (o)bfiocb fc^lcA ; 
t)eA]C 1)0 c^aUa f a bbAeftfi, 

7S.C ?)A |!epub f^ft C|l^t)A. 

1 Beat/ ac fonmoidj (fc. This stanza gires a true description 
of the ignorance and inhumanit j of the task-masters of the 
Irish people. 

s Beait na cleirche ac altroim. — ^The clergy will become fos- 
terers. "Hie B«v. Mr. Taffae tnuulaftes tills line :-*•*< The dergj 
will become adulterers.*' The Ber. gentieman moat indeed 
have a very scant Vsowledge of the Irish language if he has 
mistaken the word altroim (fostering) for adhcUtrau, or a4haU 
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They will scoff at acts of humanity^ 

And at irreproachable humility ; 

Men of learning shall become rare among them. 

And ignorant men shall prosper. 

There shall come times of dark affliction^ 
Of scarcity, of sorrow, and of wailing ; 
In the latter ages of the world's existence. 
And monarchs will be addicted to falsehood. 

Neither justice nor covenant will be observed. 
By any one people of the race of Adam ; 
They will become hard-hearted and penurious. 
And will be devoid of piety. 

Men will become murmurers, — 

The trees shall not bear the uwial quantity of fruit ; 

Fisheries shall become unproductive. 

And the earth shall not yield its usual abundance. 

The clergy will become fosterers, [reach them) ; 

In consequence of the tidings of wretchedness, (that will 
Churches shall be held in bondage, {i.e# become private 

property), 
By the all-powerful men of the day. 

tranat (adultery) ; for the latter word is found in no copy 
€9lker attdcot or modem of fills poem* It maj hai^e bees done 
to another leasoa; Mr. Taaflb was not in eommmnicm wkk tha 
Cstiiolic Cfanich when he made the translatioB, and may hart 
a wiifa tocast a fttgina mpon the charaetar of hia toethren. If 
the latter be tbe cast!,, no laognage can be fb«iid foffieicmtlj 
•ttOBg to be used in Had dtnnaciatioa of ao base and wieke4 am 
act. 
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22 CA]ti)5Attie CbolutmciUe. 

C|cc|?^ |raAe1)c acu]* jOftCA, 
TttAcb Acuf olc, A*f be^iDoe ; 
ScaI c^^cb |i)b i?| btt c|ietn)f e, 
Sf c|i6ccf AC fAfCA Aiboe. 

t)eAic A]|ice Acuf C|ifi)e', 
tCcuf OA bAei)e bACftA ; 
^V ^o sebAb c|te j^eAjtbA, 
S^ioe 5A|tbA A'f 5^ecA. 

beA|c i)A bfte^ceAti^oin caiija^, 
^c DA |ii5C|b c|t&D-bat)A ; 
lfoi)frA6 b|t&5A t)A cuACA, 
Ucb) bu c|tUA5A A i)-b^U. 

l)eA|c olUtpboio ic seAfiAi), 
?Vef bu beAfto^l a n-ti)ceAOO ; 
bu ]io cu]|ifecb OA riDr«A|t, 
Job f A D-A]n)f]|i qiDcbeAlU 

beAcf Ac' OA t^^ilje beA|t5A, 
njdfi |!eA|t5A|b i)a (b)-pecAcb ; 
be AC C05Abb ir in)p^Af AD, 
^c ce\iz lAfi CAcbA celUcb. 

> Btfati atrc0 ocus crine, ffc. The two first yerses of this 
vtanza gire a correct picture of the state of distress the people 
have hcen frequently reduced to by their oppressors : the word 
daera (slavery, bondage), has evidently reference either to the 
slavery under which the poor groaned during times of starva- 
tion, or to their confinement in the workhouses during the late 
fkmine. 
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Inclement weather^ and famine shall come» 
Hatred, malignity, and despair; 
The natural span of homan life shall be abridged. 
And fishes will forsake the rivers. 

The people oppressed by want of food, shall pine to death, 
Meanwhile they shall be bound in slavery ; 
And in consequence of their enmity to one another. 
Dreadful storms and hurricanes shall afflict them« 

Judges will administer injustice. 
Under the sanction of powerful, outrageous kings ; 
The common people will adopt false principles, 
Oh, how lamentable shall be their position ! 

Doctors of science shall have cause to murmur. 

They will become niggardly in spirit ; 

The aged will mourn in deep sorrow. 

On account of the woful times that shall prevail. 

Cemeteries shall become all red (dug up),. 

In consequence of the wrath that will follow sinners ; 

Wars and contentions shall rage. 

In the bosom of every family. 



* Beait na breitheamon cama. This stanza appears to indi- 
cate the ii^ustice dealt upon the Irish peoplie through the par- 
tially of judges and juries supported by state protection* 

* Beatsat, jpc. A true picture of the present condition and 
feelings of the people. 
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fi4 CA^s^4jfU^ C})ohi]mc]lle. 

)da ceol Cjioc f Ae|C|b 



b^tC|?3A|t 3tt ctpre aca^ 
?^C couple 5Ac1)<v bdrnDAcl) ; 
?^fv |to n)6b AC cu]& pecAbb» 
No bf cpfiAbb Afi atblA. 

Ho cbei^bocb^l* eUbbe ; 
Wf btt jeAn^mail bA^De; 
No b^A^c fDb jiAcb vo ir^t^e, 
?Wc be^ne Acuf sAiune. 

ba leAcjlAf T>A rfotJA, 

t)eA7c Ai) (c)*fAe|i« bA bnir^Abb* ; 
t)u IfocA 5AcbA ftnb|ieArD, 
Oe n)|3|ieA0b, if njiofCAf. 

Cad sn^d ftn |:i|i ff^ cb^ile, 
pAe DA (b)-p6ilce da*d AjrDfeAii; 
3uD ce|ic Acur cut) cdrtCACt, 
AD (c).rotfeA|i 3u'd (c).ri»)reAT»- 

> JSaWifiar gu cinte, S^c. The two first lines of this stanza 
evidently refer to the change of ceremonies adopted hy the re. 
formers in disusing candles. 

' Beait an tsaere da briseadb. This verse contains the pre- 
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Kings (great men) shall be steeped In poverty. 
They will become inhospitable to their guests. 
The voice of the parasite irill be more agreeable to them 
Than the melody of the harp touched by the sages' finger. 

Their candles shall be quenched, 

Without intermission each sabbath day ; [tices. 

In consequence of the general prevalence of sinful prac- 
Humility shall produce no fruit. 

The professors of science shall not be rewarded. 
Amiability shall not characterize the people ; 
Prosperity and hospitality shall not exist, [place. 

But niggardliness and destitution will assume their 

[verdure, 
The changes of seasons shall produce only half their 
The regular festivals of the church will not be observed ;" 
All classes of men shall be filled. 
With hatred and em»ity towards each other. 

[other. 
The people will not associate afifectionately with each 
During the great festivals of the seasons ; 
They will live devoid of justice and rectitude. 
Up from the youth of tender age to the aged. 



diction of the disoontimiaiice of the obligation to refrain from 
BervQe works on holy days by the reformed Church, and the 
subsequent retrenchment of several holy days by the Catholic 
Church, in consequence of the necessity imposed on the people 
of many districts to work on those days. 
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belief AC t)^ clettice rtjeAllcA*, 
Cfie f^\x^c\)z DA l|CfieAcb ; 
Nf biA bfiis If DA iD|oi)i)Aib, 
b^Atc 3Acb^ T^)Oe c|Oi)CAcb. 

Co]cceobA|i leA da b-10Dn> 
^r» Oa ItDCib 5IADA u\xce ; 
Cjccf A lOrijAtc 5aIa|i ]D^, • 
?^ ITAlArbDA ^c Cu]lce*. 

t)eAtc n)ic |if5 cad cborbAll, 
l)u cburDADS CAcbA mufiAcb ; 
It ^^^ S^l^b ffoDA^b 5^bA6, 
beA^c DA bAiboA CO bu&Acb* 

beAic DA Q))'6^xt}r)A cad beAji5Ab, 
^r hd i:e|i3Acb D^ I^aca ; 
bii ceAftc f^D DA \o]l^eAc})y 

t)U |?10D5AlAcb DA CpiACbA. 

Ni b^A tDeD»DDA ^D 65u^b; 
t)|AtC AC |?55|tA A|l l]AcbAib ; 
N] beAt^b buD A|t DA DSfA^b, 
?lf b|A^6 pdrA8 CAD p|A5AtD«^ 

1 Beaitsat na cleirce meallta, ffc. Evidently alludes to the 
various versions of the Scriptures introduced hy the reformers 
and their followers, if not to the abuse of private interpretation 
of the sacred volume. Mionn here means the head, or other 
holy relic of a saint, and also an oath ; because people used to 
swear by the head or other relic of a saint. The verse may 
also be read . — Oaths shall not he considered binding on consci^ 
enee. 
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The clergy shall he led into error. 

By the mismterpretation of their reading ; 

The relics of the saints will be considered powerless, 

Every race of mankind will become wicked ! 

They will construct islands. 
Upon the pools of clear water (lakes) ; 
Numberless dishes shall then prevail. 
When Ath-na-cuilte shall be drained. 

Sons of kings will not have sureties of kine. 
Fortifications will be built narrow ; 
During those times of dreadful danger. 
Persons bom to inheritances shall be sorrowful. 

Young women will become unblushing, 
And aged people will be of irascible temper ; 
The kine will seldom be productive, as of old , 
Lords will become murderers. 

Young people will decline in vigour. 
They will despise those who shall have hoary hair : 
There shall be no standard by which morals may be re- 
gulated. 
And marriages will be solemnized without witnesses. 

' Ath^nO'Cuihe. In one copy Ath^na-helite, Most commen- 
tators suppose this place to be the present Annahilt, near Hills- 
borough, county of Down, contiguous to which is now a bog, 
probably the state of drainage to which reference is made in 
the text. Ftticfi 21ija ai> cujlft in another copy. 

*As biatfh posadh eanfiaghain. And marriages diall be so- 
lemnized without witnesses. Fiaghain, in the text, seems to 
mean testimoay, &c. though in many parts of Ireland it signi- 
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28 CAjtT)3Al|te C\)o\a^rtjc]l\e. 

Do tt^ifi }X)b leb<xtft bf|i|cl) ; 
bu b-<^inptfecl) t>A cUntce^, 
Jnj DA p6ilqb|b \:\\i]. 

l)-o tn)eocb<vf a f fe^le ; # 

?l6bAti K^ 0>)-FA3b<^cc onoi|i, 

)f rpeift ColutnrctU^, 

TJo cb|bl»t) l»}b mo leb|iAi>, 
3ft^i)b bepbAbb S^J^cb^- edU]]*. 

Cu]Cp]CC lucbCA AD CDUf Afcb» 

In) mmifieAcbc a (o)-^tceAcb ; 
LfoopiS r^jDc 5AcbA c|iAefAcb» - 
btt bjorDfAcb 5Acb<^ |*acAcb. 

beAt8 feA]i3 sn^c Acur S^ifie ; 
beA^b AD cborDbwfifAiD f ^UcAcb* 
TuA^i f AllfA |tA DA cb^lle. 

fies issue, posterity* &c. Esr. *^ J? /atii offug a fhiadhmin 'na 
dhiaigk^ ' (he himself and his posterity after him). Ji we adopt 
the latter meaning, the reading then lit---^ JnduarriogttBkaU 
not he bk§i€d witA rni ioflK." 



y Google 



THE PJIOPHECIES OP ST. OOLUMBKILLB. £9 

Troublous shall be the latter ages of the world. 
According to the Book of Truth ; — 
The clergy shaD become ignorant. 
Concerning the real festivals of the church. 

[out. 
The dispositions^of the generality of men I will point 
From the time they shall abandon hospitable habits — 
With the view of winning honour for themselves. 
They will hold each other as objects for ridicule. 



I am Cohimbkille, 

A prophet that speaks with perspicuity ; 

I can discern in my little book. 

The clear explanation of all knowledge. 

The possessors of abundance shall fall, 
Through the multiplicity of their falsehoods ; 
Covetousness shall take possession of every glutton. 
And when satiated their arrogance will know no bounds. 



Between the mother and daughter. 

Anger and bitter sarcasms shall continually exist ; 

Neighbours will become treacherous. 

Cold, and false-hearted towards each other. 



> Bu h-ainfisech na cleircct ^c. Vide note, p. 24. 

> Beaid an chomursain, ffc, A true picture of the present 
state of social iotercourse. 
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50 CA]ti)5Attte Cl)oltt|mc^Ue* 

T^ cbinb A (o)pbttAf A 3A01JA ; 

Jf fiAcb^cc SAO^l b-| (b)|?uA|iCAcbc ;- 

beAjb buAriAcbcA a|i cbe^lU* 

beAic ttil| 7i)<v (i))-5AbrA|b, 
)f b|A6 fUb If 1)^ pUcAiB ; 
t)t<xi& rD]|iuD Acuf fecb^b, 
Jcc^ft inb fi)AC 'f A (c)-ACA||i» 

?Vc feo rsfeU OA (o)-bAeoe, 

Jr HA ri^cM A qccf Af; 

bu cb^tme ^f btt cbUeije, 
3AcbA Ifoe bA (n)-c|ccf<Nbb. 
CjCfAb, Tc 
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The gentry will become grudgeful, 

With respect to their trifling donations ; 

And blood relations will become cool towards each other. 

Church livings shall become lay property. 

All classes of people will be addicted to robbery. 
Lords will become cold blooded murderers; 
Ill-will and exclusive dealings. 
Shall subsist between fatjber and son. 

Such is the description of the people. 
Who shall live in the ages to come ; 
More unjust and iniquitous shall be 
Every succeeding race of men ! 

The time shall come, &c. 
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82 CAjiDS^l^e CboluirDCiUe* 



coLU]2C-cjLie cecjwjc. 



5uc njo clo^cc IPbb-J eipb^uAfi; 
Co (n)-iDbnn bo^c lAn fobljAin, 
?V& qcc jrtt^A be[|te botDA^i). 

2C6fi cottcTiAbl), CTtAibbce^]! tnb ceA|tc, 
2t)6|i b'uilc, TDOfi buAbl), rno]! b'^Dfie^cbc, 
Jr u^^tpb^^J leAtDfA leAcb CoiDb, 
Of bpot)30]b bbri^ATO b[ieAcl)boiob. 

5j AbA|tcAC b|]-le btie^m, 
?V (rD)-beicb 1?^5<^0 (b)-roittceAD ; 
Sa5ai|\c uA]b|teAcb, if 1^1 T»^0 
TF^cb bAe|tn, ir be^cbc bicb|too. 

Jc c^]b 11? |:e^t)aib uile. 

♦ * ♦ ♦ * cicc|:Abb 10b c-eAcbb, 
C^ All iDAitieAbb, bjiisbe b[ieAcbb. 

1 Eisdse a Bhoithin. This St. Boithin was a cotemporary 
of St. Columbkille ; it was be that founded Mainntear Boithin^ 
now Monasterboice, in the county of Louth. A raying igno- 
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SAINT COLUMBKILLE CECINIT. 



Hearken, thou, Boithio with attefttion. 
To the chime of my bell in chilling Hy ! 
Until I relate after having finished my psalmody. 
Things that shall come to pass in the latter ages of the 
world 

Great carnage shall be made^^ justice shall be outraged. 
Multitudinous evils, great suffering shall prevail, and 

many unjust laws will be administered, 
Leath Cuind is causing great apprehension to me. 
Above all other people upon the fair surface of the earth. 

^ Though they shall be a pious noble race. 
They shall be recced to a state of distress in latter times> 
A haughty clergy, and powerful kings. 
Will cause their complete thraldom, and lasting sorrow. 

Every act that shall cause their dispersion is decreed. 
According to the will of the Son of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, 
****** a great event shall happen, [motive, 

I fail not to notice it : — rectitude shall be ils specious fy 

rant antiquary asseits that St. Boithln was no less a personage 
tliaai tjko river Boyne t and therefore imaginary ; but there is a 
wiie diHi^renee between the names BoUhin and Boinn, 
3 
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3i CAfinsAtt^e C})olii\mc]He^ 

No ctcfTAb feAcbc buf c[tttA)5e ; 
C^eb AtDAC ^flbe A]6i)eoicl|» 



bu tnAC 6|5e^, btt |if |toc, 

btt uAf aI, bu Afib ef cop ; 

D|A ii)^||tc iDAfibcAft CoftbrDAc CAeii>y 

2t)A]c A locbc, eAb[tAcbc A Aebb* 

DlAflbAei) A Ottljb ACttf Apally 

©ibl^bl) ]!)b |if |iof nyAjibAOO; 
C|CC|:Ab ]i) b^if fiD A!) roeAT)b, 
?^ ZCjblje CO p-]on)AC ceAijb. 

Re jie^meAf a b|ob en If, 
Jf bjA^c lot)3Uf A|i Locb Hfbb; 
Job loDSAf riD LocbA UibbS 
2I)a]c bA oioitpA 3aII seioce^bb. 

"bo pdcA Ab %|ibn)ACA*, 
t)o f:oftUrDAf 4i|ibFlACA ; 
Deic (TD)-bl|Abi)A Ficcicc i|i y)t), 
b|A6 fUcttf it)D -^bAlcfiAio* 

1 £u mac ot^e, ^c. This stanza relates to Cormac Mac Cuil* 
lenan Archbishop of Cashel and king of Monster. 

« Is hiait longus ar Loch Ridh, ^c. This stanza evidently 
alludes to the fleet of the Norsemen that landed in Connacht. 
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THB PAOPHECIBS OF ST. OOLtTlCBlULLE. 35 

But if ye be not active pure, 

A more sorrowful event cannot possibly happen ; 

Outside (despite,) of Alba the mediatrix, 

There shall be a defeat in the battle of the Lagenians. 



There shall be a son of youth, a successful king, 
He will be a noble personage, and an Archbishop, 
On a Tuesday Cormac the gentle shall be slain. 
Justice will be his object, and sincerity his pursuit. 



Notwithstanding all circumstances it shall be on Thursday 
The vital spark shall depart from the kiftg*s body : — 
After that an illustrious person will come 
From Meath, with a strong body of forces. 

His power shall extend from shore to shore : 

A fleet will arrive in Loch Ribh, 

That fleet of Loch Ribh, 

Shall prove advantageous to the stranger race. 

The abbacy of Armagh shall be subject to them, 
Their career shall be similar to that of sovereign princes. 
Thirty years after that shall last. 
The sovereignty of the Adulterer. 



s Bafutha ah Ardmacha. This stanza gives the desecration 
of Christian Churches by the Danes who placed lay abbots in 
^eaif and the career of the wicked Torgesius their king. 
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86 CAitt?s^1|\e CboluiiociUe. 

D'Ajcle c6|3e c^icl) 50 l>5^M^1 
Coi> eih]l \ (5)-ClttAii> CbiA|iA]i> ; 



Cu|c bl|4^bi>A b^c, n>oi>Ati S^^? 

Do'i) C^ijipeAcb }Vb ^|tb nise, 

Oa (o)-b6ATii>Ab 0|iA-rt) ]0 CA.}|ii)eAcb, 

Job r^eji, |*ttA|ic, flfeACCAcb, t^l^S^^^H* 

Ro in)3eAbAb 10b jleo jAfib, 
Ro 0] I* t (5)-CluA|i)-b^-CA|ib ; 
CluAtn-b^«^A]ib ]i>A. o-beocA]i, 
Ji)b sleo APS^jib beA|i5, b^rs^fi. 

beA^c |:t[i jon) f (b)-puilib be, 

Dfe ^]]' f|D qcpAb AD S^Ael, 
Job be]f5e|i%c LAijeii) bf Aeb. 

l)eAi8tc l3jiecAii) f ^ cb^lO b$2 
Jr t:fo]t, CAf 01 b>mA]t30 ; 

l)tt b'e 10b SOacI oa o-Ajtro oocbc 
t)|i]|'|!eAf ii)b CAC ]x Sl|Ab Cfioc. , 

^ Cairneack means a sacrificing priest, but is put here for a 
hero who made a great slaughter on his enemies ; no doubt, 
Maelseachlain, ling of Meath, is meant, since he succeeded 
the adulterer Turgesius. The subsequent stanzas show that 
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THE PJtOPHI^]SDB8 OF ST. XTOLimBKILLB. 37 

All will adhere to him to their disgmce^ 
Until he shall d«part this life at Cloyne of Kiaran ; 
After that the Caimeach will assume the sorereignty, 
Of Eire, without iiiterruptioii* 

Fifteen years in vigour and puritj. 

Shall the CAIRNEACH reign as supreme King^; 

Should the CAIRNEACH he counselled hy me, 

He, the liberal, the hilarious, tho piousi, and the hopeful. 

He would avoid joining in the terrific struggle. 
In which he will engage on Clontarf { 
Clontarf, the field whereon shall be fought, 
The very terrific, t6ry, tumultuous battle. ^ 

[laid prostrate in gore. 
In consequence of which multitudes of men shall be ^ 
Upon the field possessed by the wily man;^ 
The Mael will afterwards appear. 
He shall spring from a tribe in South Leiaster. 

Britain shall be tributary to him,— 
A matter of fact that cannot be controverted, — 
That same Mael of the unsheathed swords. 
Will break the battle of Sliabh Grot ^ 

BriftA Borolmlte, who widddeded Maeli^atshlaiii, i« also callea 
a Caimeaoh. 

s t\A% stanza to not easily understood, unleBs we tvdtopt the 
trndlden trif1«& begird, that an Anglican king solicited aid !frt»a 
Brian, aeon after he asanmed the supreme government of Ire- 
te»d, aa genuine history - 
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58 CA|tD5At|te Cboltt|n)C]lle. 

Ji)b SljAel 501) tDoi)A|i, 5^0 5^fr» 
CttffipeAf nf SIJtttDAt) cA|i ^ir; 

Jf 76 At) C'AlllDeAclj 50 bllDA, 

bfUfpef CAC 31^1)06 SOAbbtDA.* 

CU^bpeAf i)A 5oUa|6 'f a 6ui), 
Jf b^A|i|:ef f:o|i|iA ]Db cV"??^6 ; 

'5] AD SOacI f^l) lt)AC Al) DuiDI)', 
13U (b)'olc Ia leAC cl]A]tA CbttllJD- 



t)tt tDA^c be^c caU IDA cfjb, 

btt 3A|ib 6 ]tA coirDbl3|l>b ; 

Da D-^^AftDAb ojiri) idac ad DuiDD. 

HocbA fffilcDpAbb IcAc Cuidd'* 

Do pAe^c Ia Icac Cu^Db da (5)-cac, 
lAf 1DD (b)-|!eAUcAcb, (b)-^ioDD5AllAcb* ; 
Sf t)f piddsaIUo btt b6]D> 
(b)-f05Ar DO ID e|bi|icfeiD. 



>- The battle of Glen Madhma was fonght by Brian Boroime 
against the Danes and their allies. 

s Gi an Mael sin mac an Duinn. Mael, in Irish, signifies a 
tonsured person, dedicated to the tutelage of a certain saint, 
or baptized under his or her special protection, as for instance^ 
Mael-patruicc, servant or protege of St. Patrick, Mael-€k>- 
lumb, the seryaut or protege of St. Columbkille, MaeUBrighite, 
the serrant of St Bridget, &o. these cognomens became family 
names in after times, as Mul-patrick, or Fitzpatrick, M«^- 
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THE PEOPHKCIES Of ST. GOLUMBKILLE. 

That Mael, without either struggle or prohibidon, 
tShall repel the king of Munster ; 
That kmg shall be the valiant CAIRNEACH, 
Who will break the battle of Glen Madhma. 



He will immure the ^reigners in their fortresses. 
And will opei-ate a change to their disadvantage ; 
Yet thai same Mael, the son of Donn, 
'Shall prove injurious to Leith Cuinn,the seat of literature. 

He will be hospitable and kind towards his fnends. 
But unfriendly towards strangers ; 
If this son of Donn would be advised by me. 
He would not persecute Leath Cuinn. 

Leath Cuinn renowned for warlike feats shall suffer. 
Through the machinations of the treacherous murderer ; 
Though this sanguinary man will clearly discern 
The consequences both near and afar. 



Coltimb, or Malcolm, Mael-Bride, or Mac Mad Brighide, Mac 
Bride, &e. Donn signifies brown-hiured. We are not aware 
whether Cineide, &tfaer of Brian, was or was not brown.haired ; 
howev^, donn means also a Talorons man ; possibly this is the 
true meaning of the text. 

* Leith Cuinn, Conn^s half, the northern part of Ireland. 
Leith Afogha, the southern portion, or Mogha*s half. 

* FeaiUach fionngallach, treacherous murderer. This epithet 
is not applied to Brian Boroime, but to his brother-in-law, 
Xudiadh, king of Leinstor, who richly deserved it. 
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4© ^^fMIS^ife Choh^mc\Ue 



)A|t o-sl-fAb, fA|i fffijled CO ccAob, 
Ji)b Tioob ^^eA^tjMJ A CfiAf5 Le]cl>, 

H{ (b)-»i:A5Ab b&t>9 mdf aq modi;, 
^cc A ^cc tc Cjw Co|toDl) ; 
)a|i fo|0 5eb<ib ii^ac iod Do^U*, 

Sec^c f]M)l^A8oA CO Ti?6fb (t))-3tttA, 
bo ^ |?ob A f Ucuf A ; 
CA^frt>tr *^K» 1*^^ Oo|U CO (tD)-biiA*, 
^5 c[ifocb 5<vU AO f fn^ l^ttAp- 

Cj cftoAb A DVifito ruAC if ceAf, 
SOAeljAjtb buirpAr a (5)*eA]it&6Ar ; 
J Alt ffi) iK)r 5«1& 11) iDAeljAub, 

6l|l1 C0I)A lOlpAtC AftTi;. 

1 J^nit 6an, Fionn the fair^haired. It is hard to gnees who 
ii meant hf this Fionn, excq;»t Dooogh son of Briaa. Ho is 
laid to come from Oarncklea in Mnnster. 

s This poem contains « prophecgr, as may he aeon, of the 
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This murderer, though a man of clear judgment, 
Shall he slain hy the hand of anodier mur derer ; 
After that time the Fionn B&i will appear; 
He will come from Manster— *a great past-^ 



After hard struggles, and protracted warfare. 

He will assume the sovereignty of two thirds of Ireland ; 

This furious Fionn from Camck Leith, 

Shall possess a spirit neither hesitative nor timid. 

This person shall not meet a violent death — a great 
But shall die at Cinn-coradh ; [matter — 

After him, the son of Dall will assume 
The sovereignty of Meath — the son of Flann. — 

Seven years in full power. 
Shall the span of his sovereignty extend ; 
The son of Dall will he fortunate to meet friendship. 
In the country of the strangers who afford only an 

[unfriendly reception. 

Though their arms shall he powerful in the north and 
Maelgarbh will break down their confederacy ; [south, 
Maelgarbh shall then obtain possession of Ireland, 
Through die tftrengdi of his army. 

moel remarkable kings who Bhouid hold piiodpal swaj in Ire- 
land, but it is to be regretted we cannot ^ter on the historjr 
ef the reign of those princes, in confleqnence of the cheapness 
eC this edition, whkh we purpose for the use of the miUi<ms. 
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42 Ca|ii)5^1T*« Cboltt]tDCtUe, 

3o lii)i) A c1j6|le 5oi> 5^|b, 

ei|i| Atce 'pa ffcbcAiD ; 

bii V^ W^ 8l}Ael5A|tb iDAireAcb, 

Jpi) 8l}Ael5A|ib rsAelpAf iD'o^leAcb. 

ScAelfebb iD'otleAcb uAifi 5U1) 5U, 
^cttf ^11131:^6 TOO Dbotfie^ ; 
2Do Dbo||ie ! TOO Dbo^jiiSAD ! 
8IJ'A-|ittf , ACttf TO'^ijieAsUp ! 

Jf TO A] ^3, A Db^ CoIa CA|l', 

Do (b)-^uil 10b b^i) A toiUa8 ! 
Wf bjAtbb * -Jt * 
•x- ^e- ^ -x- * 

?l|i D'ai|i3eAD TOO Dbo||ie brfl, 
?^cnf A|i fCAolAb TO^o^l^cc ; 
Nj seb^Aib OAilccAtr 6|Tie', 
^f no CO bfiAC bttiobn^ b|Ot). 

Seo ipb Hi cbUeCAf 3tt bfiA-]c, 
?V D§]-TOttTOAn, t;]0|i lOD ^;8i|b ; 
SOA^ceAf iA[i rio 30 bfi^c b^D 
^0 pUcAf AC ?Veb bepijAi). 

I 3fo Dhoire ! St. Columbkille, though in the island of Hy 
when he wrote this, could not forget his favorite Deny i and, 
foreseeing the expulsion of its students and final despoilment, 
eould not avoid exclaiming in the bitterness of his soul, " Oh 
my Derry I my beloved Derry, &c 

s 1$ mairg, ^e. The saint denounces heavenly vengeance upon 
the despoiler of his beloved Derry. Here the MS. was illegible. 
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THE ^EOPHJBCUS OF AT. COLtJlCBKILI.E. 48 

During the life of his partner, he shall hold 
Ireland without interruption in peace ; 
This same Maelgarhh the handsome shall be 
The Maelgarhh who will disperse my pupils. 

He will take the opportunity of a favourable time to 
And will depredate my Derry ; [disperse my pupils. 
Oh, my Derry ! my beloved little Derry ! 
My place of abode, and the solace of my existence ! 

[unsearchable. 
Wo betide the man, O God, thou whose ways are 
Who is destined to despoil my Derry ! 
There shall not be « * » ♦ 

* ♦ . » « * « * 

A fter the despoilment of my beloved Derry, 
And the dispersion of my pupils ; 
A Dale assion shall not obtain possession of Ireland, 
Ever again-^a long period of time. 

The king who will cause a lasting change. 

Shall be from Desmond — the prediction is correct — 

Goodness for ever after that time ; 

And the sovereignty shall fall to the lot of Hugh Beanan. 

and the omision is not supplied in any other that has as yet 
come to hand. 

» iW gehfaid Dalccais, ^c, A Dalcascian shall never from 
tiie date of the destruction of the monastery of Derry obtain 
the soTereignty of Ireland, because they have proved bad and 
degenerate monarchs, since the time of Brian. It should be 
observed before that Maelgarhh literally means Rough Maeh 
•o called, probably, because those monarchs thus designated 
\ bad and cruel men. 
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44 CAfit)5Af|tft Obolttiftt)cille. 

CAcb &ec1jn)Ab ba^t)© *o*^fi]i)t) ! 

SebAb s^Ufi lUD 80Ael5A^6 ;— 
. bu 5AlAft uAciDAft AC3A"ftB ; — 
btt tifAjib o'l) 5AU]i to 'pUtb, 
?ip lA|t Lu|TDi)eicl) Ai) leAcsUi). 



Te^^fl AT)-AD5A cfca a cuAtcb* 
Job beobA cor5A|tAcb o'A|UDCtiaAfbb ; 
SbebAb, 310 5U|t bocb le peAcb, 
CjiuACbA, GrbAjt), ]f OjleAcb^ 

C)cc ]o Dooi)* fecb Locb i-etpeAOi)', 
'Sfe sebirAj* fijje ^-iiteAnt) ; 
Co tDA|ibAb LAjjeA!) i (5)-CAcb, 
)l leA|i5A DuijA SA^leAcb^ 



I OvocAa, J^m^aii, ts ^tTeacA. Cmadm, written in English 
Cro^han, was the residence of the celebrated Meidhbh queen 
of Connacht ; it was the residence of the kings of tiiat pro- 
vinoe for many centuries. The word is often used to denote 
the whdle proyince. £mhan» situated near the present town 
of Armagh, was the royal residence of the Ultonian kings. 
Aileach was the royal residence of a bnineh of the family of 
O'NeilL Hugh O'Neill, the |p:eat Sari of Tyrone, is stlU be- 
lieved to remain enchanted in the rock of iUleaoh* whence he 
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THB PIU)F9£CXSa 07 ST, OOLUMBKILLE. 45 

This Maelgarbb, with a poweiful bvdy of forces. 
Will depredate Tir-£ogban renowned for arms ; 
Every tenth individual in Ireland 
Shall die of plague during his reign 1 



This same Maelgarhh shall be seized on by the disease, 

It shall be a terrific severe epidemic; 

The prince shall die of that sickness 

In the centre of Limerick of the fair plains. 

A man devoid of fear shall come from the north, [arms ; 
He will be vigorous; valiant and renowned for feats of 
He will obtain possession, though difficult to accomplish it, 
Of Cruachan, Emania, and Oileach. 



The DONN will come from beyond Loch Leipheann, 
It is he who shall obtain the sovereignty of Ireland; 
Until he shall fall in a battle in Leinster, 
On the eminence of Dun Saileach. 



with his troops, who are aiso auj^sed to be enchanted there, 
will rush upon the forces of the English, in their last struggle 
against the Irish people. A similar notion prevails respecting 
Gerald the fairy, Earl of Desmond. 

« Bonn, The uapie Donn is applied to a brave man, while 
that of Maelgarbh distinguishes a treacherous and cruel ruler. 

> Loch Leipheann or Leiphinn, Loch Leane, situated about 
a mile from Fore, in the north-east of the county of Westmeath. 

* Dun Saileach, properly Drum Saileach, an old name for 
Armagh. 
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46 CAfit)5A]tte Cbolttf^ctUe. 

^Ti beunr^Vl^ colA]b f|ieAcb 
^t) la &i3eoU]i tD'o^leAbb ; 

Cu|C bl]A6pA &ecc ye ^\tc})]z. 



3f fe b^osUr n)'o\le^6 At), 

Ui) pole leAbAji A p^ijAc ; 

Job c-?Ve6 3|ioibeAcbc boo5A|ib |tob, 

Job cojibAC fleAiou^T) 5110 510b, 

Jo sitttAb cUfr^cb, ctAO T*o cblof, 
Tkt) buAOAb-rf A A bfe[iOAf ; 
Job peA|i AclAtb be i^jl Cuino, 
Job n^ciOAfi ojittf OA (o)-3uilL 

Jr r^ ri^ id r-?Veb CAOS^^^b, 
Oa (o)-3eilli!ec cu]|i x)^ CeA!0|tAcb ; 
Jr ffe pttlbeAf roAOA]t 3|tl00, % ^ 

Oil 50cb CttiseAb 100 611^100. 

S5Ael|:|ceA|t CACAit^ Cooftof , 
btt F|0]t, er Df blotOAitsoi ; 
Olc Ia fl^AS SOaiOAO D<v tOA5b> 
Lujnjoic ACttf CeoD CottAbb^ 



^2 



1 Cathair Chonroi. The city or residence of Conroi son of 
Daire (see his story in Keating). Its remains consist of a cir- 
cle of large stones heaped up without mortar > it is situated on 
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Multitudes of men in dense ranks will th^re attend. 
On the day that my pupils shall be avenged ; [pupils^ 
From the time of the dispersion of my admirably intelligent 
To that day shall number six score and fifteen years. 

H 8 who will there avenge the wrongs inflicted on my pupils> 
Shall be he of the glossy ringletting locks from Fanat, 
Hugh the magnanimous^ the brown-haired, the irresistible. 
The smooth-goiug chariot without blemish. 

[of- 
He of the ruddy countenance it is long until he is heard 
The Defender, who will break down his enemy ; 
The expert man of the race of Conn ; 
The successful hero, and the subduer of the Galls. 

This will be Hugh the undaunted. 

To whom the pillars of Tara shall submit ; 

He shall be remarkable for energy and wisdom. 

He, the comer-stone (support) of every province in Ireland. 

[ruined ; — 
CATHAIR CONROl (the city of Conroi) shall be 
It is a fact devoid of deception — [plains. 

What a misfortune this to the hosts of Munster of the 
As well as to tliose of Limerick and Ceann-coradh ! 



the smmnit of a mountain in the barony of Corkaguiny, county 
o£ Kerry. 
« Cenn Coradh, Kinkora, the residence of Brian Boroime, 
; ]BliUaloe in the county of Clare. 
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48 CAp.|>3Ai|te C\)oln]n}C]\le. 

C<jt6 CAcT; blfAbA]i7 A b|t]f|reAf. 



bl|A6A]n Aji ^|tcl>ec 30 i>-5l^, 
t)6A^b Ueb IDA A-jibfif^e ; 
Jccifi cuIa6 AGUf |rM>, 
O/ji] A|ce *r) A ffcc^u. 

Jr edl bArn ^sb^ib llebA, 
Jt> sottfr DA (5)-cofif)A (5)-CAeii)A; 
2BeAy5A bo iiaIa mo cfetll, 
SOaca rt)eA]»bA, a boiqui?. 

SluA3 c^cciTAf Ia (b)-^eb a cuaic. 
'RiS cIai)i) Coi>o^ll, clo|beATD ctittA|6 ; 
?ift cei)i5 CADA Ctt b*^1^"clfAcb, 
Co (b)-^beAi> 5aII^ pa (tT)-5eAl rSl^^* 

Pf DA n)A|tA rt)AC 5oc|:|iO]C ; 
Co feA|iAb 3leo buAibfeAcb ad 
?Vf ]»]i> ott Locb C||i-b4i-l>AD^* 

1 Aedh, Hugb. Prol^ably Hugh O'Neill the great Earl of 
Ulster, who waged a successful war against Elizabeth, the jU 
rago of England. 

* Oighean Gall. This young lady of tiie Galls is unciue&% 
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THE PROPHECIES OP ST. COLUMBKILLE, 49 

Seven and twenty years, without error, [continue ; 

Shall the campaigns of Hugh of the wondrous exploits 
According to arrangements made in the north and south. 
He will break a battle every year. 

One and twenty years with eclat^ 

Hugh shall reign as supreme king; 

Hill and dale shall be subject to his sway. 

And Ireland shall enjoy peace under his government. 

The countenance of Hugh is familiar to me, 

A faqe overshadowed with tressing locks of soft hair : 

My intellect is confused, O Boithin, 

If I thus sufficiently describe him. 

Hugh will lead a body of troops from the north. 
He, the king of Clann Connell of the well-tempered 
They will march to Dublin to force tribute, [swords j 
From a young lady of the Galls of bright shields. 



Against them shall come from the east. 
The king of the sea, the son of Godfrey ; 
He will pour a dreadful havoc upon them 
From that place to the lake of Tir-da-bhan. 



tionably queen Elizabeth, since we find by the text that Clann 
Conaill, or the great northern septs, were led against her by 
Aedh, or Hugh. 
' Loch Tir-^a-baUf probably Smerwick in Kerry is meant. 
4 
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50 CA|tiJ5A]fie C^It^|ii?C|lle. 

Gb beiri|ti> niacfeA 5} fAab; 

til) CAOO C^CC DA 3o|U AtDACll^ 

l)efiCA|t |ieop)bA Act^Acb* 

)f cetDi) leArpfA cu h\i^t bfiac, 
bjb A fioft AD clofA6 c^cb ; 
Co cetii)A6 AO (c)-?leb AtijpAf^ 

« # « « « Aa 

De^c (ii))-bl|A&i)A |r|ccec ]Afi (t)V^e6^ 
bjc CO fabAcb ir CO fAefi ; 
C|fi lOb bri65A, C]At) ]to clof, 
)d cad Ttof 5eb<\6 Cl|Ab SUf,* 

job Cl]Ab SU]* fVD KAC Dell A, 
20a|i c^[tD5A|tAf* CAti ceAbU; 
Cjb tDAfl z^ tD Ucb D'l iDAec, 
Wof tDAttb AD feA|i liAC leAccb^ecb* 

Secc ]i| bAicle Cl|Ab SUf c6||i, 
^Abuf iwir ^AifieiDoiD : 
Secbc (rD)*bltAbDA f|cGecc co i^fofi, 
G^cciii A]ib i^eA|ic CAcb ^iTibfif. 

J /» cflM, (fc, Tuiteann, shall faU—be defeated. 

« The vellum MS. was illegible here* 

3 Cliahh Glas, Grey chest ; a name eridently given to the 
English invaders or their captain, probably on account of the 
colour of the suits of mail they wore, — Glas, green or grey — 
or because they came from the country of the Picts. Though 
it would seem to have reference to the Norsemen, whose sway 
over Ireland la&ted about the period which is assigned to it,^ 189 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE ?BQPHlBQIBft 09 0?. COI^rMMOLLE. 51 

Throughout that h^td^, in wImx^ If ugh shall fell, 
I assure you, though the lo^vmimk m wrrowful. 
That when the Gajl» sh*ll hwal^ fonh* 
Inevitable destruction sbs^U staJk.heiore them. 

It is a cause of incessant pairi to me — 

And let all who hear it be convinced of its truth — 

That Hugh the extraordinary shall fall. 

Thirty years after the reign of Hugh, 

In the enjoyment of plenty and freedom, ^ 

Shall the country of hospitable houses remain — ^long 

till it is heard about'^ 
Until Cliabh Glas ^b^ll ^om^Q ixito possession of it. 

This Cliabh Glas will cause severe trials. 

As he will be the cause of great disunion ; 

Be that as it will, the warrior will not be pusilanimous. 

He who will kill thtf hoary man deprived of one eye. 

Seven kings, after Cliabh Glas the upright. 

Shall hold possession of the Island of Heremon; 

Seven and twenty years, without error. 

Shall pass between the sovereignty of each supreme king. 

years, still there are reasons for believing that the English in- 
yajuon ia meant, as in the language of prophecy time is seldom 
intelligibly defined, and though it mentions Clontarf in plain 
terms, the Rotha Ramha, rowing wheels, manifestly alluding 
to steam paddles^ did not arrive in the time of the cqn^ct with 
the Danes on Clontarf. In all probability the text ha9 aUumon 
to a second battle on Clontarf, on which occasion the city of 
Has^ Nealta, Dublin, shaU be burned. Vide infra, nat0. 
In another copy cAttATijseAr^ and Is so translated. 
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58 C^\iX)^A]^e Cboln]ti)ctUe. 

tt|i 6Af|i]DD ttA^lUc ;e^|ibbioiii), 

?l|l CftlCAlb t)A |IAI)0 Ctt |IAC, 

Seb^b foitptt TIaiji) C]OCAcb^ 

TUlJP C|OCAC CACb |t1 btt]* f^A, 

5ebuf Gtlif bAf All) b]A ; 
He DA |tAe qc bftAC b^SAcb^ 
?^Cttf t]cc ]X)t) |iocb ji^iDAcb*. 

^®1<^ (3)"<^^^ l®bA If ]0 luiDS, 
l)| tD be-cA|iA b|cpttllAfD3 ; 
bf ^bbA^l !i)e|b b6-CA|tA, 
De^c (5)-c6& CAcbA 6DleAbcA ! 

Curt) A feoluf iDwili If cfp> 

Jo bA^lC ADA]CDe ADlDfO ; 
WocbA fSAeluf b|tAC bo b|to]DO, 
3ttji bpif ce CAifice co^H)co|lb. 

t)eAtiAcc V^f\i\i^ Z^r) c^jii)e, 
CodsaI Dert)CAeti) CD&ti) co^llj; 
No it]A l?eA[i b^ub ]ii) beACA, 
Cap id (b)-f Aipse foijileACAD. 

> i7a»n Ciothach, a name by which a savage, blood-staLici 
tyrant is designated. 

•* For a long time every king will be a Flann Ciothach, 
Who shall assume the sovereignty of Ireland.** 
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The last of those kings, who shall hold 8way> 
Over proud Ireland of the elevated mountams. 
The country renowned for poetry and prosperity, 
Flann Ciotach (hlood-showering) will come upon them. 

For a long time every king will he a Flann Ciothach, 
Who shall assume the sovereignty of Eirin ; 
It is in his time the garment of death will descend, ■ j 
And the rowing wheels will arrive. >^ 

Ten hundred compartments shall he in the fleet ; 

It shall contain a numher of true friends who cannot he 

repelled ; 
The number of sincere friends shall be extraordinary. 
Each compartment shall contain ten hundred men ! 

The armament will spread its forces over sea andland. 
The men composing this strange hostile fleet ; 
Nor will it (the fleet) divest its bosom of garments. 
Until it will rear up mounds with mangled bones ! 

They will inflict on their enemies without deception, 
A severe flesh-hewing course of warfare. 
To such a degree that scarce a man of them shall escape 
Across the wide- extending sea. 

« Both ramhach, Kowing wheel, evidently the paddle of a 
steam vessel — since the peculiar description of the fleet is given 
ia the following stanza. This is ample proof that the past battle 
on Clontarf is not );he one alluded to. Vide supra, note 3, p. 50. 
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)f b6g DAcb (n))-b|A coh) njeAf cUpo, 
Cfcc loi)3eAf Jijobtji t)oii)!)At)D'. 

^U lo]D56Af qcc A|i ti) c|iAcc, 
tietcl) lonsA be^c (5)-c6& rj^ bAjic'; 
Deic (3)-c6b cuA|i, be^o (3)-c^Ab e^c^tt^ 
De^clj (3)-c§b cu|tAc1) cjio^f Icacaq* 

)r FfO^^ir^l Vtn)AfiSo; 

t>BA^b ^sb^lb lot)3t>o|ic t)\i zM\ 



t)^, ir ItJS^-^^^ 5a^6aI ; 

t)d ^diliftAfe llt)b A (b)-t6AsU8, 

1 Maph^Haita. The ftnci^it tmme of GlontArf. 
« Xof %^ra)n^. lli^ totrbg wheels, Mr fiteafli fleet shall ^rire. 
• f*&Aiy Domhtiaiii, ot bn^ «f BUgd. This fleet fihall m&alu 
in this cotmtry dnHttg two tod fe^uOf ytmti^ 
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« 
The Galls win muster on Magh Nealta, 

Exulting in the valor of dieir arms ; 
A keen-edged sword> their weak policy. 
The 6a^ will cleave the head of the GalL 

The fleet of rowing wheels will remain after that. 
Two short years and a half; 

It is evident that a more respectable race never existed, 
Than that of the ieet of InbhirDomhnain. 

This fleet that will come across the sea shall consist 
Of ten ships, ten hundred fairy barks ; 
Ten hundred boats; ten hundred cock-boats; 
And ten hundred capacious skiffs! 

It (the fleet) will twice circumnavigate Eirin, 

A truth devoid of any deception ; 

The principal seaport belonging to the country abroad, 

Shall look to. the west of Inbhir Dombnain. 

They will gather together, a bold piece of policy, 
The herds and women of the Gaedhal ; 
Prosperous shall be the career o( their foroes. 
Until they arrive near Tara. 



< Sigh bare. Fairy barks, another name given to thb 
strange fleet of steam vessels. 

4 Beaid aghaid^ jpe. \ The principal seaport belonging to the 
country abroad, Ac. This dearly points to America, whence 
the steam fleet of Inbhir Domhnain shall sail. Shall America 
and other powerful countries unite to liberate Ireland ? Likely. 
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56 CAft^S^lf^^ Cl;oltt|fDC|lle. 

t}eA|tA]6 pofijitt TIado CtocAC^^ 
XieuT ^f nhM ]r) idcacacIj ; 

Irple^c CAeb jiaca CofibrpAfC*^ 

C6rp|tA|CAb u^le 'f a n)A|3, 
Wa 3a|11 Acuf DA '5Ae6c^]l; 

?lc c|t)o iD^ ACA ri" {^y-'sh^fjy 

SaAjll be3 i)acI> b^ co|rDcu|qfi>» 

?V. bbAeiciD buAio CAT) 3Ai|tbe> 
Dott) All o^ll CACfi cooA^lbe ; 
Jr N03 le'Art) c|io^6e cai> ceAf, 
)f A|i tTA SaUu n^u^bb^^'^r- 

teAt)A|cc lAb fonjA lot)3U]b, 
Ca|i 1P& (b)-trAitt3e TD6ftcopoui3 ; 
3ooA |i]A 'OA bcACA bjbb, 
?lcc rijAb Aei) b^jic*, a bA^cft) f 

Dfl i)A fecbc (b)-^tcc]cc ub', 
C^A tio mefCAfi ]ii3e fub ; 
jr riAC biAf r«Ob ^A beo]3, 
3o fio lo|f3efi lob f:^]l Goio*. 

1 J?a<Aa Cormaic, An old name of the hill of Tara, where 
the English forces shall fight a sanguinary battle» with the in- 
vaders and Irish, as described in the text. 

' So complete shall be the defeat of the English, that the re- 
mainder of their forces will take flight in one ship only. St. 
Ultan, in reference to this signal defeat, graphically describes 
it thus s— 
• * None of them shall remain after that 

But 80 much as birds should be able to carry off in their daws!** 
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Flann Ciothach will there overtake tbem. 
And the degenerate will not be timid : [struggle. 

He will pour out upon them battle and a hard contested 
At a place contiguous to the Rath of Cormac. 

They will all engage in a battle on the plain. 

The Galls and the Gaels, 

Close to the ford in the valley. 

The battle shall fall but little short of a mutual carnage. 

O B^oithin the amiable devoid of harshness. 
They will all bum with a flame of mutual affection ; 
It is a consolation to my heart without any disappoint- 
That the Galls shall .be worsted in the battle. [ment. 

They will pursue them with their ships. 
Over the mountain-billowy ocean ; 
So that no more shall escape them with life. 
Except the crew of one bark, O Boithin ! 

The issue shall be that during the seven score years. 
The sovereignty of this people shall continue ; 
They shall be exceedingly prosperous during that period. 
Until the fires on St. John's eve be lighted. 

* Dil na seacht h-fithchitt ud. During these seven score years. 
Prophetic dates cannot be other than mystical. See, for in- 
stance, the days of the Old Testament as a prophetical chron- 
ology. For more accurate and rational dates,, see pages 125, 
126. I cannot tell about this. 

^ Go ro loisgear anfeil Eoin, Until the fires on St. John's 
eve be burned. It must be confessed that this expression much 
&VOUTS the general traditional history relative to the discom- 
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Ctc^Ab ]X) \:^\l All A«t!)«, 
Da (o)-bfb|t]tc 0^5 ^<Ace\t^ ; 

Nd ptt^sbeAb ACt ceAftAiDO]D. 

Do beAfti^A bofb, ^f pf 3616*, 
Jf bo beA|i]*A ^6f P^ccfiA^cc ; 
Jc CfOQO fecl)c (rD)-bliAb!)A |iiA (iD)-b|i^|6 

Store of the Danish power in Irdand. It is recorded that when 
the Irish, after the death of Turgesius, resolved on a general 
massacre of their ensLavers, that they, by a preconcerted sig- 
nal, agreed to light- fires upon every rath and hill throughout 
Ireland, which incident was a warning that all the people were 
to massacre the bonachts, or Danish soldiers cantoned upon 
them. This was done, and, in commemoration of die event, 
the fires of Bealtine, or the eve of May-day, had been ever 
since that period held on the ere of St. John's day, ihe eve on 
which the event took place, except in Dublin and its vicinity, 
which was then the stronghold of the Danes. Hence th^ May 
flies are still held on that eve and not on that of St. John. This 
tradition is, indeed, a very plausible one ; but beyond tradi- 
tion we find no written account of ai\y such massacre of tlie 
Norsemen having taken place ; and more, there are t^EUSOns 
for thinking that the fires lighted on the eve of St. John the 
Baptist's day bad been lighted in honor of tk^ sma long before 
the light of Christianity dawned upon this country. At all 
events, if the text has any reference to the ezpulsion of the 
Danes Arom Ireland, it is certain that the stancas have been 
disarranged ; and, if they have, such disarrangement mnat 
have taken place many centuries ago. In any event it is m6re 
than probable that present belligerent parties will adopt diflRsr- 
ent ii^teresto to those advocated by them at present. 

r 
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The festival of Stint Johtt shftll fall oit a Friday, 
When the young men of misaiy faces aiiali be expelled ; 
They will settle eastward itt the Tytian sea, 
They shall obtain only a fourth part. 

I concede as a favour to them without deception. 
And St. Patrick also did conctede the same ; 
Thai seven years befoi^ the last day. 
The sea shall submerge Eirin by one inundation. 

I Muir TorricM. A pSLtt^f the M^tetfaaean 66a so called. 

s Do bhearsa doihht i§ hi gQidh. This stanza alludes to one 
of the petitions granted by the Almighty to St. Patrick, after 
having expelled the demons from Ireland, namely, that the 
surrounding ocean should submerge Ir^and seven years before 
the day of doom, so that Antichrist could possess no power 
over the people. This was considered a great blessing, and is 
mentioned in the Leabhar Breac, fol. 14 U thus :— ^ ** Acu% do ti 
muir tarsa uii, m^bliadna ria tn^at.** And the sea shall over^ 
whelm it (Ireland) seven years before the judgments The same 
is recorded as the final doom of Ireland in the Irish Nennius, 
edited by Bev. Dr. Todd for the Irish Archaeological Society, 
p. 218, in nearly the same words : — " Muir tairsi uii, m-hliadna 
re m-brath,** translated thus: — "The sea will come over it 
seven years before the day of judgment,'* p. 219. John O'Con- 
nell, in his Poem on Ireland, alludes to that event in the fol- 
lowing terms : — 

" ^'OASlA CleAf, bCAttC ^ bAOSAl, 

t)o 5eAU bo A1J bflo bo cutt a\^ Cntjiji?, 
SeAcz io-bl|A6i)A \Wfn) UfAb i)A fpeiite.** 

Lest the deceptions, snares, and danger 

Of Antichrist should fall upon the Irish ; 

He (the Almighty) promised to send a deluge over Ireland, 

Seven years previous to the burning of the spheres (globes.) 
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SOo ef^AjicA f A D]A|ibAe^o ; 
SD'AibftA AC Rf eAfSA ste, 
Jd Df ]-eo pAsbuirt) cAfi tu'^if. 

S^be *5A ttA^b n)0 itjeAfSA, 
Jc|:AbfA f^to A cljCAfA ; 
Hof bjA caD ce^fc cai) bACsbe, 
Jo fAejAl tt F^^l^ DAerije. 

)f nje ColttiDb Ua Hfe|ll i)^i^» 
U bl)Aeqi) iDb bcACA b^^o ; 
^b cblufA bAit) |:6ti) co becljc, 
SecciDU]D Vo Diub 30 ^ifbecbc 

ejso se. 

" Ralph Higden (Polychron. lib. 5, cap. 4) has recorded the 
tradition, that St. Patrick obtained for the Irish the singular 
privilege, that no Irishman shall be alive during the reign of 
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The angels in Heaven will celebrate 

The vespers of my festival on a Thursday ;— 

I with sincerity ofier to the King of the heavenly luminaries, 

These predictions which 1 leave to posterity. 

Though another may feel a commotion similar to mine, 
I shall suffer th,e penalty of the dread ; 
Thus shall be without doubt or folly. 
The world and the king of heaven. 

I am Columb, a descendant of the illustrious Niall, 
O Boithin of the pure life ; 
(Those things) were clearly manifested to myself, 
A week from this day (on which) you hear them 

HEARKEN THOU. 

Antichrist., This serves to explain the expectation that the sea 
shall cover Ireland seven years before the day of judgment.'' 
Vide Irish Nen, note, p. 219. 



y Google 



C^l*95<^tjt« CbolwrmcilU. 



ColttiiD-cille \%o c])Ai>. 



Na Cfii Co]Dty Alt fltocbc to Rua6», 
Da fjl CoottjU CO rt)6|i buAD ; 
?V|i fljocc 10 ACA|t in t?iTi, 
JccAib n)A|ce t)a n}]c f]0. 

b^A At) ceb Cooo b]tt, bA|i Uah?, 
*Na hi in)eA|ifOA ^c3eA|i; 
Da ^^^t) bu be3 ACAjtbA, 
3e'|t ii)AjC fe 'OA |t| bArooA. 



1 TVs Coind, The Three Conns. The great men who should 
hold the supreme power in Ireland are predicted in this pro- 
phetical poem. It is indeed difficult to give any correct com- 
ment upon it, but it is evident that Brian Boroime was one of 
the three Conns, and Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, another. 
Many a leader of the olden time fancied that he was one of the 
Conns, whose career had been predicted by the saint; and a 
celebrated warrior of the invading Saxons used to carry the 
poem with him, believing himself to be the third* It is evi- 
dent, however, that two of those great men have passed away, 
and their achievements are now matters of history • yet some 
few learned in native lore think that one great warrior shall 
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THE THREE CONNS. 
St. Columbkillb cecinit^ 



The three Conns, the descendants of Ruadh, 

Of the race of Conall of great power ; 

It is from the paternal stock of that man. 

The magnates of that stock shall derive their worth. 

The first Conn of these shall he, as I opine, 
A king whose race shall he troublous and short ; 
His career shall he productive of little advantage to himself. 
Though he will be prosperous while heir presumptive to 
the crown. 

come forward in time to come, but it is to be feared that they 
are mistaken, 

s Ruadhf a red'haired person ; the word also means famous, 
renowned. Clan CoTtallp race or descendants of Conall, the 
O'Donnells, and other families of distinction in Tir-connell, 
so called after Conall Gulban. The idea of a great liberator 
of Irelan4 arising from the family of the O'Donnells in the per- 
son of Ball'Dearg Domhmill (Eed-Spot O'Poimell), because 
tradition states that a branch of that family had an hereditary 
red spot on their persons, so popular in the north, may have 
<»riginikted with this poem. It is Indeed the most hard u«ed up, 
and variously interpreted of any of the prophetic poems of our 
latttt. 
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?Vc ]iof boj Tcctfi &^ n7a]fi, 
tin) oeoij U c]i)el G'05u]p^ 

Job CA|IA C0!)7) &]U, cf it}<xll, 

Ua ^Ijocc A ACA|i but3 b^ejc, 
CujcpAb fe 300 |n)A|i3Aeic. 

loo cfier Cor)t) b|tt cao jio Bfio]&, 
Job |:]ooo pfofi |!|aI a panAc^ ; 

l)|At> A Cl)]0r bA Cfjt If rDu^ii, 

Co C^vfii) Uf Wefb 'fi 20uri)AT). 

Cfij blfA&oA ]:a bjteic co buAb, 
'Na |if eAi|ieAT)o ceAf If cuAC ; 
1^0 !)occf eAfi A]|i bACuU b^o, 
Wo ooccf eA|i CI05 T)A (3)-ceoUn, 

C^uc^TAcc cuts] ptft o'oile., 
Da'o CAeb CUAC bA C]Dcijte ; 
Uacucc CO 2l)Ai)A|i)n i)a (b)-pleAb, 
Do b]03Al 0|t]tA A fjOfeAjt, 



1 Cineal Eoghain, The Momonians ; so called from Eoghan 
Mdr, who forced Conn of the Hundred Battles to divide the 
kingdom with him \>y a line or boundary made from Dublin to 
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In a derout, though a matter of great consequence. 
He himself and his troops shall fall, 
At a small isthmus hetween two arms of the sea^ 
About noontide, by the clann of Eoghan. 



The second Conn, though he shall be tardy. 
Shall be a prince in every respect ; 
By his stolid crazed paternal people, 
He, together with his power, shall fall. 

The third Conn, a man of unimpeded career. 
The honest, liberal Fionn (fair haired,) from Fanat; 
Will promote the extent of his dominions by sea and land. 
Up to Cam-Ui-Neid in Munster. 

During three years with successful sway. 
Shall he reign monarch of Ireland from south to north ; 
A bright crozier will not be unveiled against him. 
Nor a peal of bells unmuffled. 

He will form an alliance with another people. 
From the northwards of Canlire ; [banquets. 

They will make a descent upon the Isle of Man, of the 
To wreak vengeance upon that people for their ancestors. 



Galway^he northern half being Conn's and the southern 
Eoghan'lr 

« Fanatf Fanet, a district of considerable extent in the north, 
once the patrimony of the I^Iac Sweenjs. 
5 



y Google 



66 CAt»D5^tf»© C\)olw\mc]^\e. 

Co fij SAcruD CO loDsbtt^Db. 
Cuiitpeb 1^ ]if fecc buf 11)6, 

t)<vtoreb biu A cT)|or 5** ^^^^^ 
Da SaUu uAifle ^AipeAnb. 

Uo pAb iDb ba^m ri'' ^ »)'oiT*> 
?Sitt reAt) W^s ©aIca 6Aboiii5 
5o]ll Wfbbe 'rOA (n))-bAilce n)6tt, 
CittSf Acc CU3A 'n (b)-ciDol. 

Goo bAlbe bfeA^Acc H)b riH, 

Wa 30lll Abur A'r OA DAPAllt •, 

)r 1^6|3e|tAC CAC 3ur) oi), 
?Vti fin ^AjteADO ir ?llbAi>. 

1)0] inb f53titt rio CAD cfeiU, 

I A (tt))-b|tirr^ii cAcb ott|tA r^i^ > 

'S 1)0 bjA AD ACrDACD &ir ^^> 
Coc cj U AD n)eArti^l3^- 



• 



U fAlbttll Dl C^D^IC IIIATD, 

Da cort)qoDAl r^in »><^ n^!^5 
'S Di b^DCAti 30 bfi^c 111) biDD, 
?Vd i?eA6 b^r "J^ll^ V^]} 6<\itilW. 
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He will break down their bulwarks. 
And raze to the ground their fortified places ; 
The news of which shall be carried across the sea. 
To the king of the Saxons in London. 

That king will despatch a great body of forces. 
Against them, without any deception ; 
He will force his tributes, with relentless might. 
From the noble Galls of Ireland. 



That expedition from the east will rendezvous. 
On the old Magh Ealta of Binn-Eadair; 
The Galls of Meath and of the gieat towns. 
Will come and join their muster. 

An alliance will be there entered into, [erlings) ; 

Between the Galls of this country and theDanair (East- 
They will then proclaim war without any pretext. 
Against the men of Ireland and Alba, ^Scotland). 

That proclamation of war shall be unwise ; [themselves. 
For in consequence of it battle shall be broken upon 
And they shall not afterwards regain prosperity. 
Until the time of their final reduction. 

Such a large assemblage of men. 
Never fcfore met either in the east or west ; 
And never again shall such a muster congregate. 
While Ireland is a seajnrt Island. 



U.Q.i 
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NocIjA (3)-CttiiDDi5CAti pA|tAe|i; 
)r 'JO cu]iD0O3Aicc AT) n'J? 
Daoaiii 5IAP ir 3e^|iAlcA]c« 

N^ 11)5 cttimoeAf Cooi) a jAel, 
* * * f^itttf AH CAD iiDjiAel ; 
1)63 DAC cutqn) nyutn a|i it?tt|n, 
^|t 2Ca5 6aIca da (s^cofAiit. 

Cu^c^Ab ^Acc Ia cIadda CmDi>, 
'S U AiciDe OiUel Olujri), 
Jf ^5f Ia I'lo'^ I-Ab|tA Lo^iic. 
?V|i 30^5 6aIca AC loi)3pa|jic. 

bcACCAjl CACAIlt* ^^13 6aIcA, 

?Vcttf b6 c|ittA3 DA be|tCA ; 
\)\i]XV^^V' ^V' 'SiXlvi OA I0D3, 
^Vcttf cu]cpeb 11)0 fAep Cooi) I 

WocT)A fe^ctn) CApe^f Cu^dd, 
?Vcc cori)p|teA5Ati cbUpptt Cu]t)D, 
Co ci TDAC AD UttA^b OD sleADD, 
Wj b^A DA ]lt ACC A^cseAjiji. 

CAftAI]- IDAC AD HuA^b CAD Oil, 
bo ]lt CAcbAlll A CflttACbotDf 
5f lOiDbA f aIa jlA DA ltDD> 
CA|tA 6 bA CACb ^D C^ll. 

» JSerfor Cathair, &c. (ptU wo^e, p. 31). 
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Though one may there meet his next akin. 
He will, alas ! forget the ties of kindred, [getfulness. 
And they too shall be there affected with the same for- 
The pure Danair and the Geraldines! 

Neither will Conn be mindful of his kindred race, 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ by means of them, without error ; 
The carnage shall be almost general. 
On Magh Ealta (Clontarf,) of the garments. 

They will be slain by the clanns of Conn, 
And by the people descended from OilioU Olom ; 
The liescendants of Labhra Lore will aid in their des- 
truction. 
On Magh Ealta contiguous to their encampment* 

The city of Magh Ealta will be set on fire, 

A most lamentable spectacle to behold I 

The Galls renowned for their fleets shall b%broken down. 

And my Liberator Conn shall fall ! 

I cannot observe after the death of Conn, 
Aught but a sameness among his kindred clans, — 
Until the son of Ruadh (red-haired,) from the glen appear. 
The span of the kingly reign shall be but brief. 

After the blameless son of Ruadh, [power, 

Cathbarr from Cruachin shall assume the sovereign 
Though many fraudulent acts will be committed during 

his reign, 
He will be upon the whole a friend to the church. 
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70 CAtti)5Al|te C!)oltt|fDC|Ue. 

CiccpAcc ti75ti f fol 6(n)||t At)t), 

)|* A^cti7e Jc iDe^c bpeos^io* 

SU^ii reo if 11)6 l|D5 ]r) ffiuc, 
?V. t)T)Aeic|i> 30 cAen^e cftuc ; 
)r t^c A1031I 20eic Dfe bf 
Do \iix]6 bAtt) fs^lA ijA (bj-cpi. 

nu en) cojMN. 

1 Guiffa, Greeks ; who those Grecians may be, it is difficult 
to conjecture, it may be one of the many results which spring 
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The celebrated race of Heber will arrive there. 

And the clann of IR of the gold-decked accoutreme nis, 

Grecians will afterwards arrive. 

And the people descended from Ith, the son of Breogan, 

It is thus the tide of affairs shall principally flow, 
O'Boithin of the most amiable countenance, — 
They were the angels of the living God, [(Conns). 

Who made manifest to me the history of the three 

THE THREE CONNS. 

from war. By the people descended frem Ith, son of Breogain 
the Spaniards and Portuguese were evidently meant 
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72 C^fii^s^llie Cbolttimcille 



ceuNODD Nil cesunucD', 



CeAiDAti* t)|ieA3 cf ltoDn)A|t Ifb^ 
Nf C|AD CO (n))-btA 'da ^^f ac1)> 

?Vb betp^iDfi titoc CO |:toft, 

U CeiD|tAlc]) |lACIt)Alt 1)A |lf05, 

Mf |?ail Docbc A|i cKit t)ADbAe, 
t)ttf lu5A CA]lbA, ^ApAejiI 

DiuIca6 Vo lufbeAf 5ft]Ai) ao, 
J f r^ Cttir mo ty^en) seAiiAiD ; 

t)]AfACC A CalcA CA1) f60> 

Cfie btt]|tbe ]f ii)fc|oel. 

> TVmocA na Temhrach, Fall of Tars. This poem was com- 
posed by our saint on the occasion of his pleading before Aedh, 
monarch of Ireland, to free Aidan, king oi the Albanian Scots, 
from the tribute long imposed upon his people, when the Irish 
monarch refused to remit that galling tribute imposed upon 
the Irish who colonised a portimi of Alba or Scotland. On ^e 
stem refusal of the monarch Aedh to grant an indemnity of 
the tribute, the saint arose, and before the kings and chief 
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THE FALL OF TARA. 

OOLUMBKILLE CECINIT. 



Tara of Magh Bregia which you now see so prosperous. 
Shall he covered with grass — all its huildings as well as 

its elevated site. 
It shall not he long ere it hecomes a desert, [afBuence ! 
Though it is to day in the enjoyment of prosperous 

I assure you in serious verity, 

O Tara, the flourishing seat of monarchy. 

That there is not to-night on the wide expanse of Banha 

A place, alas ! fated to enjoy such hrief stahility. 

The repulsive denials there met from day to day. 
Strongly excite my charitahle complement ; 
Prosperity will forsake its hills, [there prevails. 

In consequence of the rudeness and inhospitality that 

aMembled, foretold the downfall of Tara, then the most magni- 
ficent seat of royalty in Europe, confated the haughty monarch 
to his face by showing the yanil^ of the pomp of the world, 
M^edally in the downfiUl of Tara, and the total instability of 
Inmian afOdrs. His address had the desired effect Some 
oontories after this Tara was cursed by St. Ruadan, and was 
tii^efore abandoned, so that, according to the prophecy of our 
sftfait, Tkra was no moi« the seat of a king or chief. 
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74 CAtti)3AYfte Cboltt|n)cille. 

JoA^c TjAc (n))-btA cfie^b do cu^s, 
Wo c|cc bujije &]A|itiAi6 ije^c ; 
Jf ti7A]ftc bo cu^fieb ]C elf, 

2J)At|ic 501 b0]ccil t]* b]ttlcAb, 
T?o b]0Ctt|i btt|i)e ^f cii^AC, 
3eAf A A3 f ^5bA|i A ^Iac, 
t)]A CeAn)A||i CA1) cecb 50 buAO. 

O^leAC ACttf CeAibAiji ceAOb, 
RAc-C|iuAcb, If ©AiDAji)* eilleAijb; 
tofAc ir^fAC D|U5 51 UoA, 

No bjA cl]ACA fie |tACA ! 

Jr r^ f^ (l))-b6A|tA CO f?jott, 
2l)^|t beiibAf boti) Uf i)a tifoj, 
Na (5)-ctie]btcc CRJOSD 3AIJ col, 
80A]ce 6Af|teA!)Q i)a (5)-CAefUco|i, 

N] b'^ri)l^ befb]cc i)a DAefii) 
Jc corbsAel ]i)b cb|iocA cAefii). 

l)|A lu5&fYt |t|A If A A|l l6, 

Jc CeAl, fr D| b*in)A]i56. 

RAfSfiDr^ |ilb 3A1) be 5A1I, 
fuAfiAf o 11)' Uf bo n)eAbA]t%; 
WAcb (b)-f:ttf5be tjec frUc no fifj, 
Deo3 1)0 11)1(1 f it)tt]|i Ceri)]iAicb. 

1 Oileach, Rath-Cruachin, Eamhain, seats of royalty, tide 
notes, p. 27. 
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To a place where neither people nor dwellings are found 
None will resort to solicit a favour ; [means. 

Sorrow must await those who make bad use of their 
And share not with the necessitous. 

Wo betide those who practise repulsiveness and refusals 
Who repel the peasant and the prince alike ; 
It is the penal t J which the acts of princes earned. 
That Tara shall be devoid of a house for ever. 

Oileach and Tara, now seats of power, 
Rath-cruachain, and Emania the lofty ; 
Shall be deserted, though now so replenished, [the raths. 
To such an extent that a roof- tree shall not remain on 

The chief cause of this downfall shall be — 
As the King of kings hath assured to me — 
Because the chiefs of Ireland of the slender towers. 
Do not believe in CHRIST without hesitation. 

It shall not so happen to the saints. 
Who are in compact with Him of the benign countenance; 
The joys prepared for them will encrease each day. 
In Heaven^ without any deception. 

I assure you, without fear of contradiction-^ 

For I have the information from my Heavenly King — 

That no one shall find either a king or prince. 

Or obtain food or drink within the walls of Tara. 

TARA OF MAGH BREGIA. 
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76 CA|ii75f1tte C]>ola|f9C|lIe. 



em) ) MOCC, 

Coltt|n)-ciUe |to cat). 



6iite i)occ ]t) 6fi| AfnS 
SI)6|i A ctt^b CA1) C|Ofc^|i) ; 
TIaca fr]Al, ^f laccA||tc l^o, 
Lucca ^otDbA, c6|tjicA c|totD* 

Cfb ^10 10 6|fiin Docbc 

D6|5 b6| y] cfi^ co Anbocbc ; 
Ciccf A l?o|i|i| ecbcTtAO oil, 
No||i o Locloi)b PA (t))-30o 3aU*. 

Mo bd] AO 0]beD Ia ijecbS 
bjAc 4^ tDe]cle tt)b cecb cecb ; 
SsACAcb l^cc La cecbc co|t leAit, 
Djiestt^O OADAt|t beit)A iDeAft. 

TAbA n^iii) |ro|t Jutf CtttDb, 
becc A (B)-p6iii) fecb CAcb cU^ob ; 
SselbAcb lACc poft it?tt]it ef cfjt, 
bfiirpec lo|D5er A|t (b)-c]t6r)jij3*. 

1 £tre nocAf m Eire ain, &c. This stanza giTBS a tnie des- 
cription of the prosperous state of Irdand, while goTemed by 
her own kings, and in the enjoTment of her proper liberties. 

s The Danes and Norwegians. Gattf a name for all foreigners ; 
Gael, for Irishman. 

s A true picture of the barbarous pagan Norsemen is giyen 
in this stanza. 
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EIRE THIS NIGHT. 

COLUMBKILLE CECINIT. 



How prosperous Eire is this night ! 
Her immense substance is free from taxation, 
Her princes are hospitable, her palaces are full, 
Her people numerous, and her crops productive. 

Though this Eire is so prosperous this night, 

A time will come when she will be reduced to destitution ; 

A powerful force of strangers will inrade her. 

From Lochlan of the sea- faring Galls. 

They will entertain kind feelings towards no person. 
Their hordes will take possession of every house ; 
Prolific shall be the race that will come across the seas. 
The Danair (Danes,) will be resolute fierce warriors. 

Long shall their sway contmue over the island of Conn ; 
They shall be the less benignant of any race of people ; 
They will prevail both by sea and land. 
And will destroy the navy of our enterprising kings. 

« Loingeas, &c. It little signif es what has been said and 
written to the contrary, our monarchs maintained a splendid 
fleet. The Irish fleet was found In Gaul, Britain, Lochlan, &c. 
conveying troops, and the Irish were the first discoverers of 
Iceland, where they resorted to fish for cod, and it was by the 
Irish America was first discovered and, most probably, partly 
peopled, vid. Crymogea, Johnston, Norse Antiq., and MS. 
edition of the Battle of Chniarf in the library of the Royal 
Irish Academy, 
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78 CAfin5A||te Cbolutn^cille, 

Sceo o]6e &Aib, if ceACCiD^f ; 

)c Clu«^o-bA-CA|ib i)A (5)-cofAft C|i6', 



becc 10b bttibei) C|& n}6|i a ocAjtc ; 
Sfe c6b bl|AbA]o Ia oocacc lai),' 

Uo felflfJACC |!0|ttia|T)l) CfOfC^IO, 

SleACfACC |iotnb Ji)ri 6fienb ; 
Oti cuf c|t&U3 A (&)-cui|ieijb ; 
LcAcijAicc A lof A|t fet5e]00, 
La (b/Aefcecb ceofcb fOjt ce|ibii)i). 

1 /c Cluan-da-tharhh, ^c. The Norsemen were worsted and 
their power broken down by Brian Boroimhe in the Battle of 
Clontarf, fought on Good-Friday, A. D. 1014, vid. MS. Battle 
of Clontarf, and Irish history, ^c, 

s Ticcfa drem, Sfc, This alludes to the English inrasion. 
The number of invaders who first landed in Ireland were few 
indeed, but they imperceptibly spread themselves over the 
country, like a mist stealing in from the sea upon a mountain. 

3 Se ced bliadain, §*c. According to the text the Saxons 
will hold sway in Ireland during 690 years. According to 
the best authorities the invaders landed at Bag-an-bun, a creek 
near Bannow, Co. Wexford, A. D. 1170. So if 690 years be 
added to that date we shall have the year 1860, as that in which 
their power shall terminate in thie country. It is, however, 
more probable, that the date should be extended to that in 
which Henry II. landed, namely, 1172. I am well aware that 
up to that period their power was very limited, though there is 
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The time shall come, it is no tribulation to me, 

When their doom shall be sealed, and their further career 



(For,) on Clontarf of the blood-stained garments. 
Battle shall be broken upon them in one day. 

Another race of invaders will come hither across the seas. 
Their number shall be few, though their power prove 
Six hundred years and ninety more in full, [great, 

S hall they impose their tributes upon us. 

They will take possession of a portion of Ireland, 
Their progress shall be but slow in the beginning ; 
But they will forcibly extend their supremacy. 
With a lubriciousness similar to that of a mist stealing 
upon a headland. 

a popular phrase, or rhyme which concedes to the invaders 
the sovereignty of Ireland on their first landing *. 
*< At the creek of Bag-an-bun^ 
Ireland was lost and won." 

K to 1172 be added 690, we shall then have 1862, which is, 
probably the more correct date. Prophecy-men assert, perhaps 
on the authority of some old prophetic piece now lost, that the 
term of the Saxon dispersion shall be prolonged for three years 
after the date allowed for the termination of their misrule, in 
consequence of ** Beart Sacsanach, micaingean Eirionnaich, agus 
feall Alhanach,** (the cunning plotting of Englishmen, the inter- 
nal dissensions of Irishmen, and the treachery of Scotchmen). 
At all events all our predictions agree that English power in 
Ireland shall have a termination, and that the Irish shall once 
more rule over their own dearly-beloved green Island. 
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80 CAfii)5Aifie Cbolufii^cflU. 

Wo Feo5 lob ^ccbe Accp^bl) ; 
DuAtjic A buifcef cUnbA Cotub, 
La rjl Goguio HA (o)'6|iin)]ODb. 



Dicfie^b ijA-f A||i ^reb a |x6|id, 

Cof5|iA c]it), cUei) A jiecbc, 
TobA]fic |!0|-CA to irDcecbc 

SCujicA AclcA pofi CAcb bcob^ 
Tlisi cUeijA, c|i]ACA cei)b ; 
Heb CA ceD3Al ^oji CAcb bfiA^^, 
?VDc5||t eAcbc|iai? ef c|iorT}co^]b. 

C05CA ]0it)6A pebb <^ Ti^e, 
La luobtt IfoipcA C|i663le ; 
Co^ce, 3AbCA, "If zjiOTt) cfi^b, 
^er)CA|t ^Aeofl V|oi)A|ib^b. 

C6t3CA]t CO3CA cloff A CtlUAD ; 

La 5Ae6]l 3i)^c 3AC btrpbuAb ! 
Cetfice ti)eoii)Att), n)]Oxc^]T c|i^c, 
Toe A (b)-ce|ti)ub 'fA (b)-ction)CT*^^« 



1 i(f«r^a ae/to, ^c. This has allusion to the castlef and other 
fortifications built by the English settleit for the purposes of 
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They will persecute the Gaels with galling ferocity ; 
Their petitions for restitution will be disregarded, 
This grievance shall stir up the descendants of Conn, 
With the descendants of Eoghan of the diadems of gold. 

[journers during their sway. 
The native Irish shall be reduced to the condition of so- 
They shall be deprived of their rights, instead of enjoy- 
ing their dignities, [unjust, 
Whole tribes will be annihilated ; their laws shall be 
Plotting shall constitute the main features of their career. 

They will erect lime-built towers upon every headland. 
Their kings will be treacherous, their nobles powerful ; 
They will noose halters around the necks of every person ; 
Such shall be the results of the injustice and litigiousness 
of the stranger. 

An uninterrupted course of warfare will mark their career. 
While their keen-edged swords shall be ever reeking with 

blood ; 
Fire, robbery, and every species of infliction will prevail, 
They will persecute the Gael into exile. 

Hard fought bloody wars will be waged, 
But the Gael shall be the most frequently discomfitted; 
To their degenerate spirit and internal dissensions. 
Their downfall and subsequent sufferings may be attribu- 
ted. 

securing their conquests, or robberies, and of awing the natives 
into some sort of submission. 
6 
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82 C*|t95'^Ttte CftolittmefHe. 

Tldti^ t^n^* cttAf Of r«Af , 
T<^ CAfibojcc r]nc]5^, i>fia|cleAf. 

Jff AD DOCAC beifie b^fft', 

Cjo DO |rUc ^1 FI^D, DO cp|AC, 
l)enic c^cb A cbfop CO (by^iccljAC. 

TeAb A |i^, ceDb jt® ciDbe, 
Toifirf riAlAf tDO|iftDe; 
Co (b)-cfe|b Alor CA|i leA|i If, 
CejiDoob bof otD tc c-coi5fif ! 

CAfI ^ir b|A bcAflC, Cfl^A f^Db f ^|l. 

Cad CAD5eAD aod ]ia caotdc^iI ; 

Wo f Iffe fCAft Cul CAftA, 
CAflf A ell A efCAflA. 

Ctccf A cle||teAc c^|b jad oddS 
?lc cofS b^|l beoJA c6|idod ; 
?V f aidaI |tfe f |t|A tiecsU, 
Tepc tD ojb] Alc|toiDA. 

1 £tfr/a &ana, ffe. The English toBgue has been condemned 
by all Irish writers, and considered a mere jargon, which it 
really is when compared to their own copious, sweet, polished 
language. Ab uaibhreach, proud abbots — the protestant clergy 
who took forcible possession of the abbeys and churches are 
here meant. 

a Rodha iama. Our railway carriages, ** fiery chariots that 
would resemble the deception caused by the operation of magic." 
It was always traditionally recorded that •* CAtibAio 3A1J cac. 
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An uncultivated language will be found in eyiery person's 

mouth. 
Proud abbots(clergy) will rule over every sanctified church ; 
In both north and south iron wheeU shall support. 
Fiery chariots, which shall resemble druidical deception. 

In the last ninety years of ( Irish) bondage, 
A man from Munster will start into notoriety ;^ 
Though he shall be neither a prince, a soldier^ nor a lord. 
Every person will send him tribute to Dublin. 

During his career power will be measured with power. 
He will relieve the families belonging to high septs ; ^ 
He will afterwaxds cross the boundless sea^ 

And he shall fall in a foreign country ! 

[Fail, 
After his decease deception will prevail over the land of 
To such an extent that no friendly associations will exist ; 
No man can calculate upon the support of a friend. 
Any more than he can rely upon lliat of his sworn ^0my, 

A pure Cleric without reproach will appear, [drinks ; 
Who will prohibit the use of darkening (intoxicating) 
Like the full moon amidst the lesser luminaries, 
Shall the dignity of this footer-father appear. 

nAi6e A5 pAiT&ialflA cnte," chatipts without the adid of horses 
would traverse the country. 

* Is san nocat, ^c. This and the foUowing two stanzas 
plainly de8crU>e the life, career, and death of Irdand^s Libera 
ior, Daniel OKlJonneU; also the state of parties after his demise 
^.^-extraordinary-. I did not well understand this when I made 
tiiifl translation more than ^ight years ago. 

* Tice/a cieireac, &c. This is Father Theobald Mathew, 
without any doubt 
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84 CA|iD5Aifie CboluirDCfUe. 

TttAftrfo, z^U\i> ^orizx 50115, 

La b-irs^ leAccfiA l^i)-C[ittA6* ! 

J|ic|ie fojifiu fe^S a paiob, 
DfiobUf bfbe A]t fei)titt|«)^ ;* 
SOjlcA njoficA, it)u|icA lao, 
D'^if b]AC A feAjiAp f ACpbai). 

1}|AC luce Al) CO^r^C CAI) COjt, 

Wo bo] Aco ofictfbO|i; 
SOaUjic n}A05AC it)ill^if c^cb, 
Jf bfACfACC b'^if fa cfionjcfi^bb • 



*^ 



DeAlfAcc s^eb^l sUija 5U, 
So||i ef fiA|i A|t 0]l|C|te' ; 
Cttit)fCAc trejiAiob, t^r^cb 1)0 50, 
T^c A (b)-f60CAlO CAcb 6i)l6. 

l)ai) Of c|oi?o b^fUtc ef cjiiac, 
llAf aI ff aI |i]A*o n}6|t5l|A&* ; 
J I) 5ltA6 c^cc fofijttt CA|t leAp, 
Tjtir clAebcA|t ]i) btiett) uAicti)eA|t, 

» The cholera morbus. 

> T^Ae houses shall be filled. This means either that stores 
shall be filled with provisions, though the people shall perish of 
famine by thousands, or that poor-houses shall be filled with 
agricultural labourers and their families. 

' Soir 18 star, &c. The wholesale emigration of the oppres« 
sed Irish. No further comment is needed. 
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Stonns^ plagues, and gnawing famine shall prevail. 
The seasons will not observe their regular course ; 
Plague will consume the powerful as well as the weak. 
With painful cramps of one half day's duration ! 

Dearth will become oppressive throughout the land. 
Though there shall be abundance of food on one part (side); 
Thousands shall die of starvation — houses shall be full. 
Afterwards the land shall become a barren waste. 

[vency. 
Persons of substance shall be reduced to a state of insol- 
No bankers will supply them with the necessary funds ; 
A fraudulent system of trade will enhance their ruin. 
And they shall afterwards be left to weep in sorrow. 

The pure fair Gael will fly away [the world ; 

Into exile into both the eastern and western regions of 
The scantiness of land, and oppressive debts, «||hout a 
Shall bring decay upon them, day by day. [falsehood, 

[subverted. 
The dignities assumed by nobles and great men shall be 
The nobility shall sink into humble life before the great 
war; [beyond the seas. 

That war that will be proclaimed against them from 
By means of which the franticly-proud race shall be sub- 
dued. 

« Blorgliad. All our Baints foretold that this great war which 
thould ruin England shall be proclaimed by some powerful 
fofeign potentate ; some people say that it shall be a religious 
war. . Time shall tell more than we can at present. 
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Otfsitc jt^ctA f ^Ue PI Aft, 

tiAtft If bocit |t]u A m-bUc 
tiff f e|t|tAb f o|ifitt feoo|t&b^. 

teDtAfi et^iitc^ |t) f)4ieri)0dAll ; 
La SaUu cUeDA biif ]f caH^ 
H bftobAf bftob CAcb 6i)bAUy 

Ctec %x cU\\i^e burifi Af, 

Ccf (t>)-bWA|tc iia-Baiiic jt^fbteAf ; 

Ko fiACA m |io i)e«|tACc, 

S«c1y b'alcAf A i^'ef cA|iAce. 

Diitftcc c|i4^ efcA|iA SaIU, 

U4^tl> (c)-fOltl If (c)-f |A|t, CAC^^ fepbAlf^ 

^>A (o)-b6i)CAp. A. (9)-b|be|iceA|>. 

1 ihthkt tra, jrc. The iDJustice of England in aU her rela- 
#«iMr AdM ^flipedttl^ those fespeotki? XreUm^r ihaU nwue 
HweiffikiiatioBd hoth in the eaiBt^m; and western parts of tSie 
globe to ptit a final end to her intermeddling domineering career, 
vide note page 55. Bere is a fragment of a song written on oar 
prophecies by the celebrated Irish bard« Peter 0*Domin, on 
the occiftsioii of Arthtir TSio-wrAovr, Esq;, of Lurgan, imcestor of 
the present Lord Lurgan, having contested the represeBtfliti<m 
of the coant7 of Armagh with the Achesons of liarkethill, and 
iUGbefp^wetM cppoii^ml^ Tbebofd itates the Mad d^fnilUl 
of Eiigliiid, a<id moM pactletilarix Utie^pmafQiiff ciS mppoig^baig 
snysttecafldidateinptefiMrettoetoaiioClwr. lihMrbeeHiCtfM 
bj persons desen^g^ cMdIt tliat the Bev. WiBiiHi KtieoBy IKIX 
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Legislators will enaet fetal and irajnst statutes. 
To deprive the rightful clergy of church dignities ; 
(For) they will look upon their fame as an impediment 
in their way, [their portion. 

Misfortunes and mortifications shall afterwards hecome 

The laws will he enacted in a spirit of gross injustice ; 
The clergy of the holy church will he persecuted 
By the false-hearted Galls hoth here and abroad. 
Which event will cause great excitement in every place. 

[quence of those enactments, 
The leading men and clergy shall be aroused in conse- 
They will make a noisy remonstrance ; 
Nothing they will do shall avail themselves^ 
Except to the detriment of the enemy. 

The enemies of the Galls shall he aroused hito activity. 
They who reside in the eastern and western pa^ of the 

world ; - [sea. 

So that th^ will engage in a battle on the circumscribed 
In consequence of which they (Grails) shall be scattered 

(defeated). 

and a cathoHo dergyman offered forty guineas for a perfect copy 
of this ballad ; but it could not be had. The following fragment 
it all ve have been able to collect, and it may be worth pre- 
serving: 

THE INDEPENDENT MAN. 
"When powers agree, 'tis then you sliaU see. 

That with sudden career on Britain they'll come ; 
nieyll peQ-mell an three, not sparmg degree. 
The grey and tile green with bullet and drum. 
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88 CAttt)5^1t^« CbolafiDCiUe. 

Cicc|rA IttiDsef o*d cfft caU, 

Ce|ii)0 |i]tt 3Alltt i)A I005, 
©^f |!dtfi|recc cacI) bAe|tbftoi)3« 

Jijb Ittiosef locAft A 1)01 ft, 
OocoffscA lACC pofi iDdfirDotfi ; 
La :ai8bAfl i7e|ic A (rt))-bUe®, 

Te|i|?Acc cofs^fi CA]fe clac, 
Luce DA lttiD3ir bfel-AD-^c' ; 
SuAfU DO bfiifebl) njAibii) a|i njAiDri), 
)c cjffe cfiAfcofic CftttAbfOA|bn7. 

While on their career, III laugh and 1*11 sneer. 
Enjoying good cheer, I'll sip of my rum ; 

Yet devoid of all fear. Til sit like a peer, 
With my bottle of beer ttit-undher my thumb." 

ON ELECTIONEERING, he says : — 
** In Heaven's great name I how .can they blame. 
The poor man, or shame him, in the long run ? 
Ambition's their game, what else do they mean. 

But purchase high fame, great power, and fun ? 
They may swear a big oath, that never they'll loath. 

The poor dupe that votes for them : His their plan» 
But I'll keep my own vote ; I'll give it to none. 
Then what need I care for a parliament -man ?** 
1 Golimh, Golamh was the great ancestor of the Milesian 
race ; the Spaniards, Portuguese, &c. were considered as the 
kinsmen of the old Irish. 

s La aidhbeal neart, {fc. Through the impetuosity of its 
noisy breathing. Probably the rumbling noise of eecaping 
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A fleet belonging to a foreign country will come hither. 
Manned by the descendants of Golimh of the gold- em- 
broidered garments. 
They shall lay prostrate the Galls of the ships. 
And liberate the people who have been held in bondage. 

This fleet that ivill arrire here from the east. 

Cannot be impeded on the mighty ocean ; 

Through the impetuosity of its noisy breathing, 

Its strange appearance shall be marked by flaming mouths. 

They will engage in a furious conflict^ 
Who compose the fleet of Balina; [ter. 

It shall be a wonder that it will not be a mutual slaugh- 
The conflict of those who will come hither to sever the 
intricate knot 

steam.— ;/7afnm^ mouths, the chimneys or engineering depart^ 
ments of steam ships. 

* Lucht in luingis Bel-an^ath, Beal^an-atha may be the 
name of any port where a river empties itself into the sea j but 
it aLsQ is the name of Ballina in the Co. Mayo. There can be 
no reason for associating this expedition with that of the French 
fleet in 1798, inasmuch as that fleet was not composed of steam 
vessels, vide note, pp, 50, 53, et alibi. In another place St. 
ColumbkiU says, " this battle shall be fought in the morning 
by the men of Connacht.*' That battle is not yet fought — 
lyeis eat cosgair mam gorb. After the hard contested sea fight. 
All the authorities we have been able to consult agree that the 
English shall sustain a great defeat by sea, not in the English 
Channel*or Irish Sea, but in some narrow eastern sea, perhaps 
in the Mediterranean. The English fleet has sufiered consi* 
derably in the eastern waters already. It is clear that, though 
^e fiime of the English maritime power was great, and deser* 
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9(y C^jfinSAifte Cbolttii^Ttte. 

Ctnjf AC ^^lltt butbei) bo|ib, 
0*fetr CAC coft3Atti TDAiitt joftb ; 
^^ 8Da5 DAjitt bfiAi* CO ceijb, 
^llf bpi|xe|i cfi^ CAC 8DAifcei)b'. 

ved unbounded praise for its eflElciency, its day lias past over, 
and its old hulks cannot now compete with the ship9 of AxoB* 
idea or even of France, as the j are newly built on the mosft 
approved systems invented in ship-biulding. 

1 Ar mag daru, drat, ^c. It appears firom the text that 
Kndiare had been called Darai or Daru^ from a druid of that 
name, and not from dair, an oak, as is generally supposed. 
There has been a very prevalent tradition that the Curragh <^ 
Eildare shall be the scene of bloodshed, in consequence oi the 
Irish army refusing to go abroad. Whether the predictioa 
about the present encampment there, which we heard foretold 
a thousand times over, has been founded on this text, we can- 
not teU, but if we give credit to many other texts, we can 
see that the English, as a last resource, shall muster their forces 
some place near the Curragh, and will come to the determina- 
tion to conquer or die. This determination is laconical^ ex- 
pressed in tradition thus ; — **lr V^t^T cttAi)i) b^ttAC A ^eAtH^Ab 
le nwon-f 5TA1J, x^Acfi it}Ac 3oiU a cixfi Af a fitAlUlb." (Tt shall be 
much easier to hew an oak with a pen-knife, than dispkce the 
son of a GaQ from his saddle,) so resolute wiH they be. fiut 
when l^e enemy shall appear, the tradition adds :_l7e|» coii) 
Us le beAij rutbUib a h^p)CAfi a vAitfAb.** (They shall be- 
come ad weak as awoman in travail before fheit enemy.)* It 
Baay as well be said here that this tradition respecting ^re* 
solute bearmg of the English troops and thdr subsequentdlsmaay 
is much hicalised ; f<» instance, it is said that l^ieir counge 
shall be wound up to tte highest pitch in the sti^eets of Afd0»f 
but that cotm^ shall <Me away when l^y proceed soilie short 
distance^ and disoera the great sttvngth of the enemy, sug^ 
mented by the enchanted ttoop^ of GeatoUt JoHa, (Gkunett or 
Gerald, who is said to have been eoc^aiDted ia a smaiQ MIt 
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The Galls will fnuster their tuthless forces whh resolution 

After their bloody hard-contested sea-fight ; 

On Magh-dair of the dmid. 

It is then the hattSe of Mullagh'-niast will be fonght. 

near Ardee, called Mitilagk Mm. T&k ^Sxti h now generally 
supposed to hare beefli of the Elldare l^raiidh ; tliis to an error; 
he was Qarretl great Xarl f^BesoiOBd^ commoaly called the 
fkiry earl, because he was supposed to hare been skilled in 
magic ; he goremed the earldom of Desmond 30 years, and died 
A. D. 1339, Tide Donu Ro8ari» O'Daly's work» translated by 
BeT • (X P. Meehan, p. 35. Jn a fairy poem in my possession, 
the raid of Gerald Jarla and his troops is thus recorded ; — 

59AC 10-b|01|1) »60ti AC4i ACC fu^ ; 

Q]\ieocAp}) 5etio]cc IatiU a^jk a bac cf aji coaqaiii), 
fix boAii^FOb TAX Any fAq fu^l a boiftcetAb. 
W-benieii) AH bonfi)A]c |i) Qac^ka^^ 

SV9 Al) ZAtlf A iloCtAX All CQSA^r^O b-^TTJO." 

When the bloody mUte operate, 
Without a drop of ai^t but Uoodv n 

EarL Gerald, mounted on his bald black steed will arise, 
And take reyenge for ^e blood that was spilled, 
' On the eye of Sunday at Aughiim — 

It is then the war will come to Ireland. 
This, boweyer, deseryes but little credit, as it is a piece of 
pythonic fatiemation, and not genuine prophecy^ though there 
are hundreds, in the memwy of persons still liylng, who used 
to assert that they had many audiences with the fairy earl. 

* MaUtean, An ancient moat constructed on a hill about 
fiye miles east of Athj, county of Kildare . (vide Seward,) It 
is now called Mullaghmast, noted for a treacherous massacre of 
Izidi chiefii by the hands of the English in the reign of Elisa- 
beth. It appears that another great battle will be fought near 
this place ; perhaps the battle of the plains of Kildare is meant ; 
aOnslon is elsewhere made to this battle. 
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92 CAtiQS^II^^ C1)ola|ti)C|lle. 

Cftef }t)b CACA cu|t fOft 3aIU, 
6iliti) fotttttt CAcb ^obAll ; 
©illtc |cc||i coi)0]|tc c|t5, 
SaiijaI SACfu ftA (n))-b]o6bo. 

SACfu b'§|f DO bAeoe bfojt, 
C]iepAl frofiftu CAD polcfiAl ; 
SQttDA (t))-be|ii)ACC iDb cefic cdift, 
l)o^ b^cbuAD CO ]to At)C[t6||i ! 

Cm rirri^ FmceAjt ^a (5)-c|i|cb, 

Co]ceD cu]|ie oa n)d\i fifj ; 
Lof CA looslocc cffie 3aII, 
lofCA cAifse PA D'6fi3eAll. 

6]\i] a^i) ID 6i]te DUAb, 
SDdfi A bl^6, |io iD5]t A buAb ; 
No bo] Afi bittt^n) boiDO^D bODD, 
^Cfji fO(fi DO f]A|i CO bfe^jroDD ! 

ejnj J Noccoc- 

1 TVes tnti cato, ffc. This stanza contains a fearful descrip- 
tion of the state to which the English will be reduced ; they 
will, no doubt, be paid home a long reckoning by their oppres- 
sed colonies, &c. in the time of their weakness. The great rain 
immediately following this stanza laconically depicts the con* 
dition of an arch-tyrant in the last stage of his existence. 
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After the Galls shall be defeated in this battle. 
They shall be harassed from every quarter ; 
Like a fawn surrounded by a pack of voracious hounds. 
Shall be the position of the Saxons amidst their enemies. 

[table people. 
The Saxons afterwards shall dwindle down into a disrepu- 
And every obstacle shall be opposed to their future 

prosperity : 
Because they did not observe justice and rectitude. 
They shall be for ever after deprived of power ! 

Three warnings will be given ihem before their final fall. 
The burning of the Tower of the great kings. 
The conflagration of the Dockyard of the Galls, 
And the burning of the Treasury where gold is deposited. 

This new Eire shall be Eire the prosperous, ^ 

Great shall be her renown and her power ; 
There shall not be on the surface of the wide earth, 
A country found to equal this fine country ! 

^ EIRE THIS NIGHT, &c. 

■ TrifisH, (fc. Three warnings wUl he conceded to the 
English to prepare them for their final downfall, namely, the 
huming of the Tower of Kings, or Tower of London, the burn- 
ing of the Dock-yard, and the destruction of the Treasury, or 
Bank; the two former have already heen given, but the third 
is yet to come. 
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94 CA|t!)3^in^ 2»bAeilcAiDUccA. 



9n^e\t^xt)\jl^c\)z^ ]to cb^i). 



^VbAjp A 2DbAelc4n7Uc1>c, 
Sc&U be||t|o6 borvAtD ; 

GfOeD f Ifl l)A CAln7A|l)> 

O'r w cljj, 'r bo coi)A||tc. 

JoDlf fijttDAb ADceifb, 
O'f bu|c tf e6l 3Acl) ceAfb ; 
C]Ot)b^X ^]^^ ^^ l)A|fDreitA, 
Ca cbuSAiob, A cl)le]|iic. 

'^f ccAisiti) U CA]ti)5Atrie, 
?Vcc f ep, A 25bAelb|Cfi|b* j 
"bfAib ^D'toeijie Afn)f||ie, 
C^f% f Ofi l^ be bAei)]b. 

1 It is impossible for us to enter upon anything like a fall 
account of our sainted prophets in the present edition, for the 
reasons before assigned. Maeltamlacht was one of those whose 
prophetic writings were held in hig^ esteem Ji>y the cdd Irish. 
This may be learned from the following quotation respecting 
the prophecy of this saint extracted from Philip O'SuUiyan 
Beare's Catholic History. Speaking of the suffedogs of the 
Irish, the historian says; *' Ita peccata nostra niemeni»t» ita 
fait Numini risom . ita Dens sivit non propter Anglorum ma- 
ritum, sed oh Ibernorum culpam, ut olim in vaticinio Divus 
MeUandachtuB pradixit:* Tom. 11. Cap. VI. p. 65. that is, 
our sins deserved this scourge: and Qod willed it, and permit- 
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THB ^MFHS0IS8 OF 8T. HAUTAKLACHT. 0& 



MAELTAMHLACHT CECINIT. 



Relate, O Maeltamblacbt, 
The history of the latter ages of the world ; 
The fate of the nations of the earth. 
Since fl is you that see, and have seen it. 

Relate, if it be not an improper request. 
Since you are skilled in solving all queries. 
How the times shall be. 
That are to come upon us, O Cleric. 

I will not aspire to prophecy. 
Except thus far, Maeldithrith, 
That in the latter ages. 
Destitution will fall upon many people. 

ted it to happen, not on aceoimt of any merit possessed by the 
Saglish people, but on account of the crimes of the Irish, as 
ihe 9ainted MalUmlacht hug since for tstold. Hence we see that 
sabit Haeltamlacht was a prophet held in high estimation by 
the old Irish, though we seldom meet his name in historical 
documents, 

^ Maeldiihrith. Who this personage had been, we are unable 
at present to tell: it is clear, however, that he was a man emi- 
sent for saootity, since St. Maeltamlacht condescends to enter 
into a colloquy with him on this subject. It would require 
mndi time and labor to give a detailed history of our saints in 
the.pr^sent state of ancient documents and autboriiies. 
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^6 CAfti)5A]tie SOb^eilcAmUccA. 

t)^riU^ D-ucbc 3Acl) C|5e, 
S&CA|t o-ucbc 3Acl) ooiUe, 
l>\A]b 3a]11 'da D-5Aebl)lib 
Ur 5Ae6|l lUA t)-3All|b. 

Job uAbA|i 'f^ob ADCfifbbi 
LencAfi jrofi rn|c SflfleAbb ; 

'Sod co||t c]5 a D-&]bepc. 

. LeAi3|:A|i2 oo Db^OAtioibb, 

ScaI a|x Juoir T^T&lfn) ; 

N| Afl ftJAlC |IA SAJtU]b, 

?^cbc |:a olc b'6A|i]0i)t)CAibb. 

J JSer/a, is the name for any language, but is for some cen- 
turies applied to the English tongue by the Irish, while they 
designate the vernacular by the term Gaedhleig, No Irish 
peasant would now apply the term bear la to his native tongue. 
It is surely the clearest mark of the utter degradation of any 
nation the abandonment of the native language, no matter how- 
barbarous soever, for that of the conqueror. Such, sorrowful 
to relate, is the present condition of our people with respect to 
their native language : it was of this degeneracy the prophet 
complains. " And tillage in the bosom of every woodJ'* The 
old Irish were by no means the barbarous wretches the English 
were wont to represent them ; they could enjoy the beauties of, 
nature as fully as any other refined people, they knew how to 
construct artificial islands on their lakes as spots for recreation, 
amusement, and health ; and their woods and groves were con- 
sidered by them as ornaments to the face of the country, 
^ey had no necessity for hewing them down to make room 
for cultivation, for, living on the resources of the country, and 
entirely within themselves, they were not forced to supply the 
greedy maws of strangers, like their enslaved descendants. 
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Bearla wOl be found in the midst of eveiy family. 
And tillage in the bosom of ey^y wood ; 
Galls will become Gaels, 
And Gaels will become Galls^ 

With arrogance and oppression 

The descendants of Milesius will be persecuted ; 

Until they perform penance 

For the crimes that caused their dispersion. 

The Hknair (strangers) shall be permitted to rule. 
For some time over the Island of Feidhlim (Ireland) • 
Not through favour to the Saxons, 
But through enmity to the Irish. 

■ Leigfer do Danaraihh^ 8fc, The strangers will be allowed, Sfc. 
Ireland unquestionably was an island of saints since she received 
the light of the gosi>el imtil the arrival of the barbarous pagan 
Danes, who prostrated religion, and trampled all sacred things 
under foot. The people unfortunately imbibed bad habits after 
the example set before them, and continued in this deplorable 
state for several centuries. St. Bernard, in his life of St. Mala- 
chy. Archbishop of Armagh, gives a frightful picture of the 
Irish about the middle of the 12th. century ; wicked indeed 
ipust they have been, since the holy prelate found the following 
reformation necessary. ** Cessavit duritia, quievit barbaries, 
at domus exasperans paulatim leniri coepit, paulatim correp- 
tionem admittere, accipere disciplinam, fiunt de medio barbarisse 
leges BomansB introducuntur, recipiuntur ubique ecclesiasticas 
consuetudines, contrariae rejiciuntur, resedificantur basilicise, 
ordinatus .clerus in illis, sacramentorum solemnia rite celebran- 
tur, confesiones fiunt, ad ecclesiam conveniunt plebes, concu- 
binatus honestat celebritas nuptiamm, pustremo sic in melius 
mntata omnia, ut hodie illi genti conveniat quod Dominus per 
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98 Cj^ju)iyA^fm 910i}^t^izAani4^ct9^. 

?V!) |:ai) rfol T^^n ^l>in> 

'Sad bACft I*]?) 50 bu»)Ab? 

'HttA|[i b^DAcc AllfDa||toj5*, 
Na cioocA ii)|C MJjleAbl); 
SsniofF^t* »>^ jaU-caca, 
'S b|A]bl) 6[i| A5 bjleAf. 

Jr f AbA 50 (b)-|:fo|iCAti, 
Wa oeAccb^ c^t") ^o T^^^b ; 
"Nati U|3 A!) ii)AC n76|tibe|iCAC^%, 
'S]i)if> bo bfie^c A|i A1J I*. 

prophetas dicit ; qm ante non populos mens, none pi^ulus me- 
us," vid. Div. Bernard, in vit, Malachut. When St. Berdard 
gives so horrid a picture of the morals of the Irish people it is no 
wonder that our saint would use the words of the text in refe- 
rence to them» It appears evident from this stanza tiiat the 
Irish, like every nation that fell into crime^ were handed over to 
foreign bondage to be ladhe<^ with rods of iron for their crimes ;. 
it is, however, consoling to learn that this slavery shall have 
a termination. It is of this stanza O'SoUivan Beare speaks. 
vid, note supra. 
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Inform us, O sainted Clerie^ 
If you have had the information ; 
Shall the free race of Heber 
Remain always in thraldom ? 

Whenever the strangers will become guilty, [Milesius ; 
Of crimes as great as those committed by the children of 
The bulwark of the stranger will be destroyed. 
And Eire bec(Nne the property of the original owners* 

It is long until.^ihese things shall come to pass. 
Concerning which I have been speaking — 
May the Son of supreme power (God) grant. 
That we may not see those days I 

RELATE, &c. 

> Nuair denatt, ^c. There is another version of this stanza, 
as follows : — 

" HUAftt A 66l)At) 9A 1)*Allll)U]JttC, 

"Na coif\ce Att cUi)i)Aib ?t)]leA& ; 

tJfbetlCAtt IJA SACfOIJA, 

It beAjb 6|^ie 5A b}\ye. 

Whenever the strangers wiU commit great evils, 

Against the children of Milesius, 

The Saxons shall be expelled. 

And Eire become the property of her rightful owners*. 
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100 CAfiDs^tlie UlcA|o* 



VLltAX)^ CAI)A|b. 



beAOAf |ie b6|ib tpo c1)u|tAbb ; 
Uf f Aec leti) cl)HO|bf ^ c|i2i, 

CflOjcbfAll A|l PA beA5Al-fA. 

?lbAit*AiD » * * *a 

CuftAf 55Acbc pA DA njeionjAecb ; 
?Vo AbAiji AD 5AOcb sUi), 
DAO|bf f ^6^1) ID f 0|ll]*eAD ? 

Wl i^oiUnsbceAp 1 bbttlDD, 
?l UlcAii), ]f fio gUo ]ttti); 
Job^f btto A|i D|A bo 01"), 
Oisbir bttl^ f ^10 FOtlli-eACA|t. 

tt (b)-poiUfecb^lt bAti) 30 beAcbc, 
^® ^MS "JO beA|lA CA|l iD*§jtAcbc ; 
bjAb n;o befic A5 fjleAb f ftAf, 
3o|ib coidI^i) ii)b (t).fecl)ctbA]0- 

1 St« Ultan was successor of Braccan in the abbey of Ard- 
braccan, near Navan, in the County of Meath : our Saint wrote 
a life of Saint Patrick, and some other pieces, besides his pro- 
phecies. He died A. D. 656. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE rEOPHEOT OP ST. XJLTAN, lOl 



ST. ULTAN CECINIT. 



The force of this wind from the east. 

Shakes the prow of my bark ; 

Sad to my heart is the time. 

When persecutions come upon the Church. 

I will tell, ♦ * • * 

That will reduce youth to degeneracy ; 
Is the meaning of that significative wind. 
Intelligible to you ? 

Its.^aning has not been made manifest to us, 
Ulta](jTof the most upright intentions ; 
Inform us then, for sake of the Heavenly God, 
Since it has been manifested to you. 

In consequence of matters made manifest to me. 
Through the tears I shed for my errors ; 
My eyes continued shedding tears. 
Until the close of that week ! 



' This portion of the Terse illegible in the reUum MS. is un- 
intelligible in another more modem one which has come to 
litt^, even in the Maynooth copy it is onsatis&ctory. 
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jijijeorAbri bbAebri rii), 

Sc6U beijte ii)b botb^ii) ; 
Tlo bo 3AbAb bo Sl)AelbA]b. 

HttAibiie* fijAe Coftbelb^ z\ih]% 
^jib jAbttf ttile 6nte ; 
Jr |ie Itob c]3ibj)0itt, 
Na bAijAiit 50DA lu^itecV*. 

2l)]llpe6 4Jjof A zochm]Cm 

HuaS 3eDbcA|i f (5)-ctitocl) lAtseo, 
?l befliceti iqf TT bit be f e Ap ; • 

OXc bo jAeb|l A SfiTe4fi)Aiij. 

)f bo bet ft ft)b Aji ADeojl ; 
Jf c|if fup jAeiJ cebDA uditi, 
25|llj:i3cl)eit tt^lt SAebA^l ! 

» Ruaidre. Euadhrigh, or Eoderick O'Connor, was monarch 
of Ireland when the Saxon uiYasion took pUtce. 

> Magh Midhe, ^c. FlauiB of Meath, Bregia in Meatli» 
Cruachin, and CaaheL The woman here mentioned is gesi^ 
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1 will unfold unto you, 

The history of the lattei ages of tho worid ; 

How the forces of the Galls will come over the sea» 

To suhjugate the Gaels (the people of Ireland). 

Ruadhrighe (Roderick) son of Torlough the hrave. 
Will then he monarch of all Ireland; 
In his time Danair (strangers) will arrive 
From the east ; they will be dad in armour* 

There will be a certain woman, who will spoil. 
The plains of Meath and of Bregia, 
Together with Connaught and Cashel of Core ; 
She will spoil them on account of her paramour. 



A Ruadh (red-haired person) shall be born in the province 
Who will be esteemed a good man ; f of Leinster, 

But, alas ! though this shall be his character. 
Better for the Irish he was never bom. 



This wind, which will blow over us for a time. 
And which will force us to deviate from our true course ; 
It is through the influence of this same wind from the east. 
All the Gaels shall be ruined ! 



rally supposed to have been the frail queen of O^Bourke, king 
of Briefne, who eloped with the king oC Leiostar, which cir- 
comstance was the main cause of the SaxoA iavastoB. Tocmic 
gen. tocmac^ nom. Some copies yetd Tocmmx^ dowry. 
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CtAi) leAii) CO (b)-c|OC|?At> A|i fiX 
2I)ac fif SACfoD*, t}] be Jfiab ; 
Jr be cecbcA, CI)RJSC, Tte'm cbfi>, 
Ctt||ifreACA|t OAt)A]ft A V^fniob. 

D|A b'^eoe 5lttAirib o (bj-qj, 
'O^d cebA.ei) 5AbAr. caIa6 ; 
Cfif lee bl^AboA, njeobAiTi Ijoo, 
bo b'l ^ |i^|n)eAf iDb GifiiDD. 

Cm bo]b6e bo lob ^tfifDt) C|ia, 
Co (b)-cicc f§ boi) bA^le fCA ; 
Jf r^ec lern* cbftoibe f |t), 
\)]c^]6 Ai) cb^CAifi cjte ce]oe. 

CAcb AC Dabacb A ^Atrce^!)*, 

TFiJ^^CAIt bAt)Al|t A !)-AlfC]bb ; 

Te^ljibe l]on) a cAbA]^c bo|b 
Jr l^b bA 6|f pA b]cbfi6i>. 

1 Mac Ri Sacson. The King of Saxon*s son, who is here 
foretold should visit Ireland, is supposed by many to have been 
the voluptuous Oeorge IV. If he be the person foretold, we 
caniiot clearly see how the expulsion of the aliens came about, 
in consequence of his idle meaningles visit, though it is evident 
their power in this country is not augmenting since 1921. It 
is, however, more probable that this royal personage is n&i 
yet come, since St Seandan* apparently treating about the 
same individual, says ; — 

** TictrA TijAC ttfs SACtoij, 
CusAfAi) cAit r«^ile i 
55ATiAb r^ pe tits®, 
.5^)11 OA rjiie A cAi)Afc«'^ 
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I tliiuk it long until the King of Saxon's son. 
Will come over the sea, and not for love of him ; 
But in consequence of his coming, O CHRIST, 
The strangers shall be expelled by my kindred from Eire. 

On a Friday they will leave their home. 
On a Wednesday they will come into harbour; 
Three half years, I retain in my recollection. 
Shall hb reign sway over Ireland. 

Three nights will he spend in Ireland at the time. 
Until he come to this place ; 
The circumstance is a pain to my heart, — 
The city will be in a blaze of fire. 

A battle will be fought at Dubh-ath, near Maistean, 
The strangers will leave their enclosures ; 
I prefer that it (the battle) be given them. 
For they shall be after that in long affliction. 

The king of the Saxon's son will come. 

To them across the sea ; 

He will part with the sovereignty, 

Of the Galls of the country whence he came. 
It is very likely that one of the English princes may be sent 
over here with the view of gaining the afiections of the people, 
and preserving the possession of the country for England ; for 
a more particular account of this prince, see the Prophecy of 
8i. 8eaMdan» or Senamu. 

* Cath ae Dubhath a Mautean. Beally this battle thus pre- 
dicted is not the treacherous massacre of the Irish chiefs on 
the Bath of Mullaghmast, but one yet to be fought between 
the English forces and the natives, assisted by the foreignersy 
who will assemble on the Curragh of Ealdare. Those foreign 
fiHTces shall be carried hither by rowing wheeU, vide 8U 
Columbkilh, pagee 51, 53, 55. 
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106 CAfit)5^1[t^ UlcAfO. 

^M$l"?ri ctfA cttttAt6eS 
Re A d'a5ji4- 3ac1) aoo uAf^ie ; 
Ssjtep^vl jAcb Aei) 3Tb boilicc, 
Gf «»JS* ^f|i 3^clj celU^cc ! 

lA[ini> iA]titAf Ci^iiAD C^r, 
^t)b cl^tMoc ]ob})ox) AmoAf ; 

t)^Alb A CU05!)Abb U C|AtlAI). 

C]A|i^!) Ia CfiucbAtij Ab Cbfttf 
©f ceAfic Ab clttioiii> A ^|u ; 
?icur l)|i|3tcc At)b CAcb clobb, 
iA T^uAj ^A]5eo buf bfijog n)6fi. 

Cu||ipA|l CAC Irt) b^Al-AD-^^CA^, 

Oa b|:A5CA]t Ai) |t|3 |io b^OA ; 

De|t5i:icAtt ad cac riP, 

Jf f ADb roA^b^t) Ia CooAcbcA]b. 

2DA]tbcAti ^'15* UIa6 'f<vD c[teAf, 
Do |iJ3 2©aibA0 Dj bA leAf ; 
Do tt|5 M)jbbe of mAic f id ; 
tofA^b AD C|iAeb DeA|t3 A[t (t>)-30]d. 

1 Dlighimsi cisa cruaidhe. I decree opressire taxes% Those 
heaTjr taxes to be imposed upon the people constitate one of 
the special themes of prophecy-mea throughout all pajrts of 
the island ; if the poor-rates, war taxes, &e. are not those meant 
it is difficult to conjecture what the im>phet^ meaning may be. 

> Bettl^an-atka, BaUina, vid. Si, Columbkille. 

^Biffk, King. The titles j^^alent .amongst the anctent 
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I decree oppressive tdxes 

To be demaaded every hour (frequently), 

A scrapal upon each individual, though oppressive. 

And an unga of gold upon every hearth. 

After this KiAi^an ttS mild will ask, — 
He the pure, the celebrated cleric, — 
What shall Saint Bridget da on the occasion. 
Her aid will be with Kiaran. 

Saint Kiaran, I perceive,, is with the Connaughtmen, 
I seldom hear his real merit recorded j — 
And Bridget^ in every condition ever-powerful. 
Assisting the forces of Leinster. 

A battle will be fought at Balina, 

In which a very imperious king shall be worsted ; 

That battle will be made gory 

In the moyning by the men of Connaught 

The king of Ulster shall be slain; 
It shall not prove favourable to the king of Munster, 
Nor shall it be advantageous to the king of Meath ; — 
The Red Branch will be wounded* 

Iriah were Ard-righ, High, Righ'damhna, Flaith, Triath, &c. 
L e. rapieme king, long, king elecl or presuiaptive^ prince, 
lord, &c The military degrees were, Taoiseach, Fear cead 
ccmphdMHt Feamaommhair, Taoiseach'tnara, &c, 1. e. Com< 
mander ci a division, centurion, chief of nine men. Admiral, 
Sec, Kings were wont to lead their forces in person, h^ce, 
king is the designation of the chief commander of an army, or 
tiie leader of a province or district. 
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108 CAjiDS^Ilte^ tllcAft). 

?l|i x^^ c]cc Ap HuAbl)^ 1 DbcAf, 
Do be]|i bo ^^lUib td5]i cite^r ; 
20o cbeAD boi) TluAbl) 30 (t))-50]1, 
Uo be]it 6||ie Af ai) ]0]t50]l. 

C^ODb TDfOf ]Atl Al> CAC C|tUAbb, 

SeA6 C15 ]ii3 i}0|le a cuacT| ; 
Deifiiii) '|t]oc, i)t bA 50,* 

bfllff A]l Cflf CACA p'aCoIo t 
SeCCtDAtI) A5 CU]l At) c1)ACAy 

Do rbAcatb ]?) ^fib pUcA ; 

Jc cioijb PA ]*ec1)cn)A]pe iA]iffi> 

b]tlff!lCA|t fO|l DAOA]lA]bl)» 

©f b^AcebAep la ap caca, 

S5A|l|!A|l bAPAttl |ieA ItACAy 

Nocl)A b|Aib bjbl; ]Aft f|p. 

tlcc A tp-beifiib eo|p ]pda (5)-cpifb ! 

9B|^e Ulc^p A cjtiocb UUb, 
Tl0|t Ap Ab|tA]rp 3]b pabAfi ; 
Sejib le'tp' c|ioi6e rf f ]p, 
TttA]ip PA 3Aece *f A f 03T?A|i. 

T03b?in. 

> Ruadh, meant celebrated, renowned, as well as red-haired. 
vid. alibi. 
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Then the Ruadh (Red-haired person) will proceed to 

the south. 
He will offer much opposition to the Galls ; 
My confidence in the Ruadh for valour — 
He will free Eire frotD her difficulties. 

In a month after that hard fought hattle. 
Another king will come from the north ; 
I assure you, without the least deception. 
That three hattles will he broken in one day. 

The hattle shall continue during a whole week, 
It will he fought hy the sons of a sovereign prince ; 
It is at the termination of the week, after that, 
^he aliens shall he dispersed. 

Wednesday will he the day of the battle. 

By which the aliens shall be driven from their strongholds ; 

None of them shall remain after that 

But what birds would be able to carry off in their claws ! 

I am Ultan of the province of Ulster, — 

I narrate the truth, though it is painful to me ; 

Bitter indeed to my heart, 

Is the violence and power of that wind. 

THE FORCE, &c. 
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110 CAfiD3Al|te SljebDAio. 



SebijAD^ |io cl)An. 



i 



Sc&U bei|iibl) }T) beACA ;: 

C]ODb^X ^^V CAcl>A M»)6r 
NacT) lo|i5 irffte ti)-b|ieACA. 

C^oobAf b^Af At) i^obAl, 
?^ccA (iD)-b|A co3tt|i meblAcT) r 
?li) jtAcbA b|ubf A fei) ijecb. 
Do can) ]Dty |tJ3ceAcb ijetDbA 

De]|i]ft) ]i]ocfA A Cl)le^|i]cl)> 
^Acb bfteAft) qs a|i 6Aj]i]ijb, 

LeAt)|!Ab1) |!Alf Acbc At) buffAbbf 

l)|iecl)Aft)A]i) bfteAC ad bl|3eAbl) ; 

©CCAji tl)AC ]f A ACAljl^, 

tlAcTjAbf AC bo blf3eAbl). 

1 Seadnan» Seandan, and Senanus was abbot of Inniscathy^ 
sometimes called Cathaigh-innis, now ^Scattery Island ; St. 
Patrick founded a monastery on this island, and made St. 
Sednan, or Senanus abbot thereof. The island is situated in 
the mouth of the Shannon, between the counties of Clare, and 
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SENANUS CECINIT. 



Impart to me, O Scnanus (Sedna), 
Information concerning the latter ages of the world ; 
What shall be the condition of the race- of people. 
Who will not observe rectitude in their judgments. 

What shall be the condition of the peopl«^ 
Who xnll entertain false and treacherous intentions ; 
Shall any individual of them be admitted, 
Into the regal mansions of heaven P 

I take leave to assure you, O Cleric, 
That every king who will invade this country ; 
Every race that will rule over Eire, 
I view with perspicuity. 

Falsehood will characterise that class of men, [law :— 
Who will sit in judgment to pass sentence according to 
Between the father and his own son,. 
Litigations will subsist. 

Kerry ; it was celebrated for the sanctity of its religious fra- 
ternity, and also for the number of its churches, 11 of which 
were standing at the time of the suppression of religious houses. 
• Ettar, &c. For the impiety and disrespect of children 
towards their parents, vid, alibi. 
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112 CA]ii)3Ai]ie Sl)ebt)A]D. 

leAi)|!A]b cU||tce iDb i)AetDC|U, 

tlAcb^i|t Acuf &ccd|ft ; 

Wo pAjljAcc be &A cA|ibAbl), 

?^CC Af A bpA3AC ftb^il. 

?V|t cbS|ljbb 3^1) p6|*Abb ; 

Ro b6l)fACAfl CAl) C03AI1; — 

^) bAr3FACA|i Ai) 06 r fit}. 

C|ifei3|:i& caUti) a co]tAbb> 
Doi) iteA^fi) f A A beffiimri ; 
bu ir^fAC 3Acb l]Of lon)lAD, 
l)u b'e Ai) con)]t^b r)e^]n)h]r)r). 

C]cc|:acc |!6f pl^3A cfionjA, 
?V|i f|l ^bA|ti) tt|le ; 
pAcbbAC mlf ]i> ADTieirt), 
C|te Airbti^ifi 2Cb]c 2l)u||ie. 

SjAWSceAtt A CAiril, 
CIaijp C^ficbA, ]r cUijb 603^10; 
Jnuf OAcb b|A 'oA (B)-|:lA|ceA|*, 
?Vcc D^DAffi If Deo|iA]b. 

^^l^SriSceATi riol r^eji (n))-brtiAin, 
CA|t AO (c)-S]oi)A|nb fACfi 3IAD; 
?Vb cbl3irD TDAfi A (b)-|!uil|n), 
?V (b)-ctt|C|iD lOA (3)-qoi)C|b. 

1 For further accounts concerning the state of immoralitj 
caused by the Norseman invasion, see St. Columbkille, St 
Bernard's life of St. Malachj, Archbishop of Armagh, &c 
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The clergy of the holy chnrch. 

Will be addicted to pride and injustice ; 

The advantages they will aim at^ 

Shall be the possession of worldly substance. 

Women will abandon feelings of delicacy. 

And cohabit with men out of wedlock ; 

They will follow those practices without secrecy. 

And such habits will become almost unsuppressable. 

The earth will not produce its fruits, 

For the race of people to whom I allude ; 

Full mansions will be deserted. 

And unpleasant will be the tidings concerning them. 

Dreadful plagues will come 
Upon all the race of Adam ; 
All will rush into iniquity 
*Against the will of the Son of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The Clann Cartha and Clann Eoghain, 
Shall be expelled from Cashel ; 
Sp none shall hold princely inheritance. 
Except aliens and sojourners. 

The free race of the O'Brien, 

Shall be expelled beyond the clear waters of the Shannon; 
I can recognise in my present position. 
The decline that will come upon their families. 
8 
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114 CA|ii)5^ff»« Sl>eb!)A|isr- 

Ci<^ Ve rswor^r }^ ifoe, 

?VcA ir ]r> cffiilbttos? 

ClCC|!Ab |11>A (T))-10l)Ab OAI)A|t'. 

5ebcbA|i A ^fof A5uinb ; 
?li) ^ttji) cu|b(te s^bAcc, 
J I) fluA5 |io z\\^r) ecbctiAi). 

C^ccf Abl) tD6fi cobUcb SACf Ai)*> 
J3 CfiiyUcb CUA!) ^Aifitoijb ; 
CeA|ic jie (i>)-blon5r)Ab rt}jDe, 
bjAic A |ii5 'da (n) 36a|iIaipi&. 

t)l<xic * * * bllAbOA * *' 
Jfi ]tl5e cU|i t)A T60U ; 
Wo 50 (n)-b6AftoAC f 1005^)1, 
5a!) a (rD)-bjobbA bA ^65ftA. 

Tell|:Ac ]:&|n Afi a cb^lle, 

3tt flO f3AelcA|t A (b)-|!lA|CeAf. 

DeA|i5f At cl|Obit)ce i]* cuAbcA ; — 

bcAjb UACACi) 5AI) tPAjCeAf. 

CjCpAbb n}AC fif SaiaoS 
Cbu5Af At) cAfi f^ile ; 

5boi'l OA Ci|te A c^joe. 



1 The Panish invasion, 
s The English invasion. 
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Who shall destroy the people. 

Who reside in this country of numerous habitations ? 

Unfold unto me, O Senanus, 

The information that is unpleasant. 

A strange people will arrive and take their place. 
According to the knowledge I possess ; 
They will take possession of the maritime parts, 
This very formidable host of aliens. 

The fleet of the Saxons will arrive 
In the commodious harbours of Eire ; 
Their mild deeds will be few ; — 
Their kings will be persecutors. 

They will rule * * ♦ * ♦ years * * 
As sovereigns of the land of Fodhla ( Ireland) ; 
Until they will commit murders. 
Without warning their enemies (victims). 

tfhey themselves will betray each other. 
In consequence of which their sovereignty will be broken; 
They will stain their swords and battle-axes with blood; — 
They will be a selfish race devoid of benignity. 

The son of the King of Saxon will come 

To join them across the sea ; 

He will part with the sovereignty 

Of the Galls in the country whence he will come. 

» We found no intelligible words in modern MSS. to supply 
those illegible in the old copy. 
* vide note, fcSt. Ultan's prophecy, page 104. 
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116 CA|ti>5A]{te SI>e604^i9* 

3oill Acuf 3Aeb]l 6ftieAi70, 

Jo A5l)A]b flttAs DA Saxad : 

Jc COfAcT) DA rlttA5 fCAl) ; 

Co cT)ttft)Ai]ic bo cl)fe]le, 

t)|A1b 6lfte CAD UAtDAD* 

Hisb^ic feD Hi fofi §]|i|DD, 
3o^U ]f ^AebA^l 5IADA ; 
jiisblb ID peit reiD, 
Wf b|A efpAbl) ofniA. 

1 Ticfadh mac Ri Saxan. The King of Saxon^s son will 
come. From the text it appeacs that some English prince will 
come hither on a martial ezpedition, but it is impossible to con- 
jecture how this union and fusion of the Saxons and GraeU ma/* 



} 
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The Galls and the Gaels of Ireland, 
Will unite in one confederation ; 
Against the forces of the Saxons, 
Their confederacy cannot he dissolved. 

The king of the Saxon's son will come 

At the head of his forces ; 

In consequence of the protection he will extend to them, 

Ireland shall he freed from her fears. 

One monarch will rule in Ireland, 
Over the Galls and the pure Gaels ; 
From the reign of that man. 
The people shall suffer no destitution. 

happen ; true it is, however, that the foregoing English princes 
and kings are not meant, because the nations were never yet 
united ; and the Irish never enjoyed happiness under any one of 
the English kings. 
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118 CApi)5Afiie CboitietU n)]c C|i6t)A|f). 



CoffieAll IDAC C\i6f)^]X)^ |10 C1)AU. 



)f Olc ACA 6ftlf l)OCl)C, 

3ofU If 3Ae6|l f olc A|t |:olc ; 

Jf ^Aeb^l buf Ti)eAU bft, 

Co (&)-cf S|i|ao3aII a Ooifie*. 

btAbfAC A (o)-bAet)e 5U ceAijb, 
?Vc O^DAjtbA A[i n)U]\i 11)6 Ai}b ; 
De|leocbAc 3Aeb]l |ie p-buAl; 

beA^Cf AC CO COCftAbb) CftUAj, CttUA^lU 

^X c^lT* ^Aeb^l f A. TDeAU) — 
Olc tAb Y^'\r)j olc A rs^l^ ; 
Col If 36, eACAcb If t?eAll, 
ittfbb Ajt cbl^il^e 50 coiccbeAiji). 

1 Coireall son of Cronan is written Coireall son of Bonan in 
some MSS. Nothing has come as yet to hand to warrant vs 
in stating precisely who he was, or the age in which he lived, 
but from the first stanza, wherein he describes the yery 
wretched condition of Ireland at the time, it may be pretty 
safely inferred that he lived at the commencement of the Danidi 
invasion, and, from the concluding portion of his prophecy, 
that he belonged to the great Abbey of Bangor, Co. Down. 
The language in which the prophecy is written is clear evidence 
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COIREALL SON OF CRONAN CECINIT. 



How wretchedly it fares in Erin this night. 

The Galls and Gaels in rexatioas contention ; 

The Gaels shall be worsted in the dispute. 

Until the time that Sriangalla will come from Derry. 

Their people (the aliens) will be powerful, 

Upon the boundless ocean ; 

The Gaels will sink down into degeneracy, 

They shall become beggars, wretches, and slaves. 

• 

The condition of the Gaels shall be sorrowful, [table; 
They will be bad themselves, and their history disrepu- 
Wickedness and deceit, falsehood and treachery. 
Shall affect the clergy continually. 

cf its h&ng z more modern composition than those of other 
saints. We say this in the absence of reliable documents. 

< Sriangalla a Doire. Sriangalla, literally signifies the curb, 
or bridle of the Galls or strangers^ some have thought that 
Strangwell, or Strongbow, Earl of Pembroke, who led the first 
Saxon invasion, is meant, but he cannot be this person, as it 
aj^ears more reasonable that Brian Boroimhe is the curb of 
the strangers mentioned. He may, nevertheless, be one not 
yet come. 
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120 CAftDjAHJie CVofiieiU ih^c Cjtdo^ji^. 

bfAfc S^ebil ujlt *ij-bAOffie, 
Soi|i tcc^ii C|to8 tr i>AO|i)e ; 
Secc (B)-f iccljeb bl|AbAtij 50 b-oll, 
It^cb clfe||te ]o eA5 cori)Ui)i)- 

^c ceob recbc (b)-r!ccbtc 50 b-oll, 
Cic Sh^adsaIU Aft locb I003 ; 
Coir3 bM)^ bA (b)-cicc cui]ife, 
Jc cori)b^|l PA (rn)-b[tec loiT)5f|. 

?^n combAil fjT) bo tto CfiuAbbj 
bu If A A tDAftb ]t)A (rD)-bA} ; 
%fi DA UecbiiAtb Of SUr b|tuiti>, 
SuAill beA5 ^^^'h con)ctt]qrp. 

luce t)A lo|f)3e Ai|i3ceAfi adt), 
CufficeAfi A|i DeitDP] oefic 5aII ; 
U|i ijA UecbltAb or 0|iuirt) Cjio^, 
C^fl pAjljtACb ACttf iAft3n6. 

Job lo|t)3ef f]n C|cc CAfi mutii, 
Jf 1AC jtA (n)-b60Arb AH)bliu3b ; 
b]Aic ^A^bAil o bub CO bubb, 
Cjtf Uecbf btt {o)-bicbeDbu. 

> Seven ecare ^ear8, must hare a prophetio meamng dificolt 
to explain. Sriangalla is the person who shall restore liberty 
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All the Gaels shall be held in thraldom 

To the Easterns, their substance as well as then: ))eople ; 

For seven score years^ in full, 

Shall the clergy suffer persecution. 

At the termination of seven score years in full, 
Sriangalla will come on the lake of ships ; 
A bold expedition from which sorrow shall proceed. 
Will be the engagement of those speckled ships. 

This struggle will be a hard one, 
There shall be many more left dead than alive ; 
So great will the carnage of waniors above Glasdruim be. 
That with the exception of a small remnant, it will be a 
general slaughter. 

[spoiled ; — 
The people composing the armament shall be there de- 
The power of the Galls shall diminish to nothing, 
Upon the armed men above Drum-cro, 
Pestilence and anguish shall descend. 

It is by this fleet that will come across the sea. 
The transgression will be committed ; 
The Gaels will be from darkness to darkness, 
During three days engaged in slaughtering them. 



to the oj^pressed Irish. Hence the Danes can by no means be 
•UDded to here. 
' Drom-cro, the hill of blood. 
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122 CA]ii)5<^1^^ Cl)ot]ie^ll tt)]C C|i6j)A]I>. 

20d^ da ItttDsn, cfittA3 Ai) ba^l, 
jAb ]f iDef A flpcbc A|t Ufi ; 
l3tAic m bAot|ie tr T^^ cfifocb, 
?Vcc besAt) cAfi f^|l jio ]%}ocb- 

h r^ rT) r'locbc wa lotnsre, 

Tftif A (n)-b§OAiD 3Acb cttifire ; — 
Jr re S|1]ad5aIIa ^ob ftf, 
Ctt]|ip|f QeA|ic 5aII A|i pe]ii)0|. 

S|i|At)3AllA Of f|i) AroAcb» 
b]A|b ]D b^il cornlAto If oAcb ; 
Jf bettbio §, If Dj 30, 
Su |iof b^c o 3cecA|b C|t6. 

'Sf TioileAS^ ro3Af |t) jib 
?Vii (t))-bul A coiitp Afi oeitt)!)] ; 
noileA3 Ai) Aer)A|cb Ari)|iA 
Do AonjuiD bu be-CA|tbA. 

?Vebb Aeo3Acb^, if ^«bb lobbAO, 
TIado CeiDftAcbj If TIado C|0CAcb > 
Tlj b|iib bu pAbA^ CO ctcc 

No (5)-cltt]l)CA|l fOO 'f At) |toil|c. 



» Roileag, Cemetery, If Brian Boroimhe be the person to 
whom allusion is made, Armagh then is the cemetery, as that 
monarch by his wHl ordered that his remains should be depo- 
sited in the cathedral of Armagh. 
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The fate qf the women of this fleet will he pitiful. 
They shall deliver their progeny to wretekedness ; 
They shall remain in hondage in the country. 
Except a few who will effect their escape over the sea. 

[expedition. 
That shall he the doom of the forces composing this 
Concerning whose fate I indulge in lamentation ; — 
Sriangalla will 1^ the king. 
Who will reduce the power of the Galls to nought. 

From that time Sriangalla will he. 
Engaged in contention and hattle ; 
It is a fact devoid of any falsehood. 
That he shall he slain in a hloody hattle. 

The cemetery which the king will choose. 
On the occasion of his corpse heing laid in dust ; [crowds. 
Shall be a cemetery renowned for being frequented by 
Where souls shall be much benefitted. 

Aedh (Hugh) the pure, and Hugh the sincere, 

Flann of Tara, and Flann Ciotach ; 

It is long until one of those kings will come, 

Until then a sound shall not be heard in the cemetery. 



> Aedh aengach, jfc. vide. St, Columbkille's prophetic poem 
on the celebrated Aedhs, 

• Fkda, ^c. This proves clearly that one of those great war- 
rion called Aedh has not yet appeared. — Vide Columb^ on the 
Aeds, etjalihi. 
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1£4 CAiti^jAtpe Cl>o|]ieAU iir|c C\%dt)^]p. 

Jf b]be|icAcb njAC ii) Dttti)i)> ^ 
Uf f aIU buf ^1? (c)-SioDttiDO ; 

'S ui) |tO]leA5 c6bt>^ Gla]i>ceA|t. 
Da (b)-peAfb|f 3^66^1 iDAfi aca, 

JCC||1 |:iO|lA, tt)ACA, ft)0^, 

t)aA6A DA Tieilje ti^^be, 

t)tt b'lOC] A|D etr^inse. '^ 

5Aeb]l ttil| ii* 3e]0ce, 
Tlo cbu|i pA ttf|i DA |ie]l5e ; 
Nocb^ beAftAb beArDOiD buB, 
?V be5 b^ob ua beDDAcbu^t^ ! 

Co|f|iecA UA Djtt CO b|tacb, 

Jd c-ioDAbb fe A cb^bftAt* c^cb ; 

, NocbA D-Kl»tl lODAb IDAfl 6, 

)f ]-6 ID Cjtef nofrDb ID tdac ! 

)S OLC. 

1 Bennctchur, Bangor in the county of Down. The great 
celebrity attained by the monks of Bangor is beyond belief. It 
is impossible to giye a description of the holy Bang(Mr, or of the 
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The son df Donn shall be expelled, 
Fiom his territories on this side of the Shannon ; 
Three kings of Ireland will be recorded^ [cemetery. 
To have directed their remains to be interred in this 

Did the Gaels only learn the truth of the fact, as it is, — 
All their men, youths, and women, — [this smooth cemetery, 
(Did they know) the extraordinary privileges attached to 
It is in it they would arise to the general Judgment. 

Were all the Gaels that ever lived and shall live. 
Interred in the mould of this cemetry ; 
Murky demons should not have power to carry away. 
The least among them from Beanachoir. 

Consecrated from this day henceforth for ever. 

Is this spot which will prove beneficial to all ; 

There is no place similar to it in point of importance ; — 

This level spot is the third Rome ! 

HOW WRETCHEDLY! 

sanctified customs of the place here, because we would go 
largely into history instead of prophecy. 
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NAeii) beA|ic^o^ |io cIjao. 



Tie cotsecbc co b'^l^^O ^1*^111 ; — 

1 St. Bearcan was abbot of tbe monastery of Glasnevin ; he 
died on the 1 2th day of October, 544, he wrote a poem in praise 
of St. Bridget, according to O'Reilly's Irish writers ; he was 
a person of great sanctity, and is said to have wrought many 
miracles. In a poem said to have been an extract from the 
Saltair Chaiseal, i.e. Psalter of Cashel, the following notice of 
his prophecies is found. It conunences ;— l^uAttAf a SaIcaiti 
CljAinU:— 

3AbA]l 5ACrA1)A]CC A!)0]tl, 
Z^OCVAZ Alt 6|tt|l)l) |UbttA]& ; 

1t& ^OaoI i)A Ti)-b6 'f A cIaiji), 

t)o f eoil i)A rlwAS t^jJv'i) b-ireAtiAi)i). 

"No 50 b-CAbAjiiTAtt CAC ] 5aii)5]1, 
t^f 5AbcAit nitt -Aei) bx\]i)50|i) ; 
O CATC SAjiJSeAl 1)] b]Ab 5a|11, 

Cumn^ SACfAijAis cATt r^]i, 

S5AtiTAl6 |Ab be ij-5Ab;{vil ; 

^AJC l]Otl) A l)-bUl CAtt l)A]r— 

21 leAbAji VA reAi) A TruAtiAf. 

Titter A]6 2llbAijAi5 A1J r]V, 
CaIuja bf A|b a c-cac 5A|tJ5]l ; 
faix lAibitt b'f eAttA]b 2llbAi), 
JJlji SAlUib bA i)-]0i)ATibA6. 
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SAINT BEARCAN CECINIT. 



Bear back my blessings for prosperity to Ireland^ 
On my arrival in cbilling Arran ; — 

VAt)A Xpit) &ATt rt)o l;jv]Tij, 

5o b-i:e]C|i)i) Ai) c-2le6 ei)5AC, 
^ tifSeAcc r)A CAetijCeAiijttAc. 

TRANSLATION. 

A Saxon inyasion from the east. 
Will come upon green Eire ; 
Mael-na>mbo and his clann» 
Will lead them into the territory. 

Until a battle shall be fought at Singland, 

They (the Irish,) shall possess no fortress ; 

After the battle of Singland the Galls shall not be, 

Long in possession of the strongholds of Eire. 

They will drive the Saxons across the sea, 

And separate them from their possessions ; 

I rejoice at their downfall — 

It is in the Book of the Ancients I found it. 

The Albanians (Scots,) will then arrive. 

They will behave bravely at the battle of Singland ; 

Powerful shall the men of Alba be, 

In banishing the Galls, (strangers). 

I think the time long, by my hand, 
*Till the prophecy o/Bearcan be fulfilled i 
So that I might behold Aedh the dauntless. 
In the sovereignty of the noble Tara. 
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beAib e||ie 5AD |i]ao 3^0 |iAcb, 

C|cc AOjii) cefoe a cuAiblj ; 
t)eficA A3AI& 5u (b)-?^c-cliAcl);— 
D'6||i| u^le bu (b)-Aet) rfif^cb* 



llb^ifi A be|ic^io babb^, 

Oo cb^D Cf AfiAT)* ti) cbfi^bbbA ; 

C^nb^r bjAf eifie 3A0 000, 

l)'d feo iDAcb 30 })"^e6 ]ObboD ? 

t)tAib n)u|t bpf ADAM) IP p^tn, 
TuiiteAcb |tA focbfiui3 A (3)-cfe|n; 
6|fie ^'^ bACfie bolU|bb, 
ti bojoe ^'\ D^n^ix^ibb. 

Olc b]Ar ^t) 6|rie |:A5brt)0]b, 

3tt (b)-ctc CAftAbb Pope P^CCflAlCC, 

21)ac AT) Dei|i3 b]Ori)f a co (tT))-bU|cb, 

PilCCflAlCC jie Cboif 13 CACA^bb. 

This extract of a poem, said to be found in the Psalter of 
Cashel, shows the estimation in which the prophecy of St. 
Bearcan was held by the ancients, and confirms an opinion ex* 
pressed in a note on the prophecies of St, Columbkille, namely, 
that the third Aedh, or Hugh, of whom that saint treated, it 
not yet entered on his career of military glory. 
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Ireland shall remam without order or prosperity. 
Until she will be relieved by Hugh (Aedh) the sincere. 



After the man whose cognomen will be Ruadh (red), 

A spirit of fire will come from the north ; 

He will march towards Dublin ; — 

There will be but one lord over all Ireland. 

Inform us, O amiable Bearcan, 

What Kiaran the pious foretold ; 

How shall Ireland continue without prosperity 

Henceforth, until the days of that Hugh ? 

She will be situated like a soul in torture, 
For a long time awaiting a cooling relief; 
Ireland shall bend under the thraldom of the great. 
And her people will submit to the yoke of aliens. 

[have. 
Wretched shall be the state of that Eire we are about to 
Until a friend will arrive at the Port of Patrick ; 
The son of the vigorous Dearg, with great renown, 
Patrick will be by his side in battle. 



1 Aedh aengach. Aedh, or Hugh the fearless, vide precc' 
ding note, and St. Columbkille, page 46. 

« Ruadh. Red-haired, or renowned. This prophecy to all 
appearance refers to Hugh O'Neill and Red Hugh O'Donnell, 
yet we think some other person is meant. 

8 Ciaran St, Kiaran wrote some prophecies, but we have 
not seen them ; they are probably lost. 
9 
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Do beu|t4^ cAbAf bo djltiA]!)*, 
?i CbfAfi^in Ai) 50c A 5luA]]t ; 
D1)A cyiiocljAcc bltAbAio 5tt (ro)-bfif, 
Wa (b)-cfe|b A oefic Aft ve]n)V^. 

l)'fe |io betn 5l®<> ^^ 3AUA]b', 
Da D-bofic]iAbA]t a b-cfieotb aUaj ; 
Su (b)-c6ib CO Rdjtb cati cuton sUr), 
t)]Aib 'da |i|3 mojt AptnAjicbA ! 

1 Cluain, Clonmacnoise of St. Eiaran. 

> This staBza appears to be an interpolation. I remember 
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He will deal favorably with your Cloyne, 

Kiaran of the pure voice ; 

Twice thirty years will his might last. 

During that period his power shall not decline. 

It is he that will bring affliction on the Galls, 
By which their savage hordes shall suffer ; 
Until he will sail across the azure sea to Rome 
He will be a great king renowned for feats of arms. 

that it was written in diflferent hand- writing to the rest of the 
MS. from which I have copied it. 
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LIFE OF SAINT MALACHY, 

ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, 
A.D. 1148, 



Having been requested by Mr. O' Kearney to preface 
the transcript of Pere Gorjeu's interpretation of St. Ma- 
lachy's prophecy with a short sketch of his life, we beg 
in limine to state, the following ^ja^^s are compiled from 
Baronius' " Annales Ecclesiastici,'* (xii. p. 305) Rohr- 
lacher's Histoire de rEglise Catholique (xv.) Butler's 
" Lives of the Saints/* and Lingard's " History of 
England^ 

It is with no ordinary feeling of timidity that we ven- 
ture to take up our pen to write a few words respecting a 
Prelate who rendered Ireland the Island of Saints, illus- 
trious as well by his sanctity and learning as by his close 
intimacy with the mellifluous Bernard of Clairvaux, in 
whose monastery and under whose spiritual direction he 
confided his soul to the care of his God and Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ. 

St. Malachy (called in Irish Maol-MaodhogO*Morgair) 
was born at Armagh, (the Archiepiscopal See of which he 
was destined to adorn in after years) in 1094 ; his pa- 
rents were of high rank and very virtuous withal, so that 
they were anxious to train him in the fear of the Lord. 
He was ever distinguished for his meekness, humility, 
obedience, modesty, and was truly diligent in his 
studies. 
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St. Malachy was recommended for Holy Orders (by a 
saintly recluse ( Imarus) whose cell was in the vicinity of 
the Cathedral Church of Armagh, and whose disciple he 
had long been, notwithstanding the jeering of his friends, 
who could not bear the thought that one of so delicate 
a constitution and such fine accomplishments and disposi- 
tion for the world should embrace so mean and contemp- 
tible a state of life), to Celsus Archbishop of Armagh, by 
whom he was ordained Deacon, and when in his twenty- 
fifth year raised to the Priesthood. Celsus appointed him 
his Vicar, when St. Malachy made "several regulations 
in ecclesiastical discipline, which were authorized by the 
Bishop, and settled the regular solemn rehearsal of the 
canonical hours in all the Churches of the Diocese, 
which, since the Danish invasion, had been omitted, even 
in the Episcopal cities ; he had learned chanting in his 
youth, and had preserved it in his Monastery > even at a 
period when there were more who could not or would not 
say either in the city or Diocese (lorsquil Wy avait 
encore personne qui sut on vonldi chanter, soit dans la 
ille, soit dans la diocese) what was yet of much greater 
importance he re-established the use of the Sacraments, 
of Confession or Penance, Confirmation, and the regular 
performance of Matrimony.* 

Our Saint being apprehensive that he was not sufficient- 
ly acquainted with the canons of the Church to effect a 
thorough reformation of discipline, betook himself, with 

1 Recipiontur ubique Ecclesiasticse consuetudines contrariffi 
rejiciuDtur sacramentorum rite solemnia celebrantur confessi- 
ones fiunt ad ecclesiam conveniunt plebes, concubinatus ho- 
nestat celebhtas nuptianmu 
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the consent and approbation of bis Diocesan and director, 
to Malcbus Bisbop of Lismore, wbo was regarded, on 
account of bis sanctity and learning, as tbe oracle of all 
Ireland, and was by bim diligently institicted in all tbings 
belonging to tbe divine service and tbe care of souls. 

After Malacby bad resided for some time at Lismore 
be was recalled by bis Diocesan, and returned to Armagb, 
wben be was placed over tbe Abbey of Bencbor,^ tbe 
revenues of wbicb were enjoyed by one of bis uncles. 
Tbis religious bouse bad been founded by St Comgall 
in 556, and was tbe Parent of numerous colleges as well 
in Ireland as in England, Scotland, and of several illus- 
trous Saints, among tbem we need only mention Saint 
Columbanus. Wbile Abbot of Bencbor, St Bernard in- 
forms us tbat our Saint performed many miracles, and 
was* favored witb some visions ; but our space being 
limited we can only refer to tbese circumstances en 
passant. 

Wben in tbe ihirtietb year of bis age, be was consecra* 
ted at tbe express command of bis director, Imar, Bisbop 
of Connor. He remained tbere for some time until tbe 
deatb of Celsus, wbo appointed bim bis successor to tbe 
See of Armagb, an office be was unwilling to lake on bim- 
self, until tbreatened witb excommunication by tbe Papal 
Legate, Gillibert Bisbop of Limerick ; but be did not 
exercise bis episcopal functions until tbe deatb of 
Maurice, wbo bad been elected by tbe relatives of tbe 
deceased Prelate Celsus, wben be was installed by King 
Cormac, and tbe Bisbops of tbe province, and acknow- 

1 Benohor, firom BenedUtuM-ehonu* 
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ledged as the sole legitimate metropolitan of Ireland, 
A.D.,1133. 

St Malachy, on his way to Rome, whither he went to 
obtain the Pallium as well for the Diocess of Armagh as 
that of Tuam, (a see lately erected by Celsus), visited 
ClairvanXi where he formed the acquaintance of St 
Bernard. At Home he was received with honor by the 
Sovereign Pontiff, Innocent II. who would not hear of 
his petition for spending the remainder of his life at 
Clairvaux. On his return, he again called on St. Bernard, 
and left four of his companions there, who, " taking the 
Cestercian habit, afterwards came over to Ireland and in- 
stituted the Abbey of Mellifont, in 1147." 

The Pallium not having been sent to St. Malachy as 
promised by Pope Innocent II. the Archbishop determin- 
ed to visit Rome to see Pope Eugenius III. and on his 
way called at his beloved Clairvaux, (which he did) in Oc- 
tober, 1 148. Having celebrated the Conventual Mass with 
his usual devotion on the feast of St Luke, he was seized 
with a fever which obliged him to take to his bed. The 
good Monks were very active in assisting him ; but he 
assured them that all the pains they took about him were 
to no purpose, as he would not recover, for he well knew 
that his end was at hand, and was certain that if he died 
that year it would be on the Festival of All Souls ; as he 
had no slight confidence in the assistance which the de- 
parted received from them on that day. He had 
also said, that if he died while travelling it would be at 
Clairvaux. He asked for the Holy Oil ; and as the Com- 
munity were preparing to bring it to him in solemn pro- 
cession, he descended from his room to the Church, and 
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receired Extreme Unctioii and the Yiaticnm, Ijiiig on 
ashes strewed on the floor. It was easily perceifed on 
the festival of All Saints that he was dying, and the 
whole community were summoned to his bed side^ 
Looking at them he said, '* I have most earnestly desired 
to eat this passover with you, and have not been disap- 
pointed." Then he added : " Take care of »ie, I will not 
forget you if I be allowed, bat 1 doubt it not, for I have 
believed in Grod, and every thing is possible with Him» 
in whom 1 believe ; I have loved God, and have loved yon, 
and charity will never cease ;'* and looking up to heaven, 
he said, *' O God, preserve them in thy name, and not 
these alone, but all those who by my word and entreaty 
have been consecrated to thy service.** Then each 
one of the community passed him individually, and 
he bade them rest themselves, as his hour was not yei 
come. The Community returned about midnight, and 
accompanied with Psalms and spiritual hymns the holy 
soul who was returning home ; all had their eyes ^xed 
on the dying Prelate, but none perceived that he had 
breathed his last ; so calmly did he fall asleep on the 
Festival of All Souls, ] 148. 

His Hiia^was written by St. Bernard at the request of 
the Abbot of Mellifont, (Corgan). 



It may be deemed superfluous, if not arrogant, in our 
calling the reader's attention to a controverted subject, 
so shortly after perusing the departure of a Saint to his 
Father-land — so shortly after witnessing the cheering 
eflect of the exit of one from this world of woe to that of 
eternal happiness^ it may be that feelings of holy calm 
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and sorrow, tempered by the sweet consolation that another 
protection was now in the world of spirits to protect ns 
by his merits, and feeling such as possessed St. Beniard 
and his brethren at Clairvaux, may possess the reader's 
soul, yet it is our duty to refer to the accompanying 
Prophecy attributed to St. Malachy. 

The Breviary in its office for the festival of St. Mala* 
chy, speaks of his having been enriched with the gift of 
prophecy, and of this, who can doubt, when St. Bernard 
tells us that, he bad a foreshadowing of his death ? 

The objections to the following prophecies are, as far 
as we can learn, threefold :— 

1. The silence of St. Bernard. 

2. The tortuous method adopted by the interpreters, 
in applying them to the various sovereign pontiffs. 

3. The introduction of the Anti- Popes, as in Nos. 6, 
7, S, 36, 42, 43, 44, and 53. 

1, The silence of St. Bernard. It is contended by 
those who are sceptical as to the genuineness of these 
prophecies, by men who would, alas ! require almost a 
visible miracle, to enable them to believe in Christ Him- 
self, that St. Malachy's own biographer was ignorant of 
tlieir existence, and hence, they deem and hesitate not 
to call these prophecies a fougery &c. &c. They for- 
get that in all probability, St. Malachy, from his excessive 
humility, lest he should be too proud of the gifts of 
God, towards himself, might never have mentioned these 
prophecies to St. Bernard. — But say these sceptics. 

2. " The tortuous methods adopted by the various in- 
terpreters in applying them to the Sovereign Pontiffs, is 
a second convincing proof/' 
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We would fain ask the objector, if all unproved pro- 
phecies are so plain that no " tortuous method** is 
reqnired to explain them. Methinks any one acquainted^ 
no matter how superficially, with the writings of the day, 
would see the folly of this objection ; but what " tortuous 
methods*' are applied by our intei'preter, Pere Gorjeu, 
the only one we have met with, in his application of the 
prophecies — Take for instances. No. 5, "De rure alto,'* 
Did it require much ingenuity to apply these words to 
Adrian IV, or again No. 11, sus in crebro — what 
plainer than its application to Urban III, or what in- 
genuity is shown in 27, " Rosa ComposUa f* Are 
not the prophecies No. 96, 100, and 101, equally 
clear. Might it not be said with truth of Pius VI, that 
he was Peregrinus apostolicusF Did not Gregory 
XVI. come from De Balneis Eiruvia, and of Pius IX, 
who is there that will deny the applicability of the words 
**Crux de Cruce;** were they not universally used 
during the revolution of 1848, when a lawless band of 
ruffians and marauders possessed the Eternal City, and 
compelled the Lord's anointed to flee to Gaeta ? It 
may be said that Crux de Cruce, could be applied with 
equal truth to Clement VII, and Pius VI, as to Pius IX ; 
but, though Rome was sacked in the days of Clement 
VII, still with that solitary exception, it could not be 
said that his life was Crux de Cruce, so also, with Pius 
VI ; to none then, can these words apply with greater 
force, than to that wonderful man, raised up — provi- 
dentially raised up— to sit in the Chair of St. Peter, in 
these troublous times. Let one read the history of the 
last few years, and every act of Pius IX. bringis before 
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the mind of the reader the words Crux de Cruce, with 
awfii] solemnity. Clement V[I. was not compelled to quit 
Rome, Pius VI. was conducted as a prisoner to Fontain- 
blean, whereas, Pius IX. was obliged to flee for his life to 
Gaeta, and throw himself on the protection of a foreign 
sovereign, but neither time nor space will allow us to 
enter further into this point. 

The third objection is — The introduction of the Anti- 
Popes. — 

The sacred pages recording the children of Israel, 
mention the names of usurpers and bad sovereigns, so 
also does profane history, and therefore why should 
not St. Malachy have had the schismatical Victor IV. 
in his mind, when he inserted the words Ex tetro Car- 
cere, to whom can they be so well applied, who so blind 
as one deprived of the successors of St. Peter ? 

Bitterly, aye most bitterly, do we regret that it is not 
in our power to apply the various prophecies to the 
sovereign Pontiffs, from Clement IX, (1667) to Pius 
JX, as we feel assured that one well versed in Italian 
literature, could know how Canis et Coluber, applied to 
Leo XII, or Aquila rapax, to his predecessor Pius XII, 
or Animal rapax to Benedict XIV. 

One who boasts that he is a sou of St. Jarbath. 



Moate, 
Festival of our Ladye of Saleite, 1855. 
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ATTRIBUTED PROPHECY OF ST. MALA- 
CHY, ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, RELATIVE 
TO THE SOVEREIGN PONTIFFS FROM 1143 
TO THE END OF THE WORLD. 



I. 

Ex Castro Tybris — From the Castle of Tiber, 

CELESTINE IL 1143 

Celestine was a Tuscan by birth — being a native of 
Fort S. Felicita near the Tiber, now called Cita S. 
Castello. 

II. 
Inimicus Expuhus — The Enemy Expelled, 

LUCIUS II. 1144 

Lucius II. was called chasse-enemi from his crest — 

the Bear. Lucius II. was a Regular Canon of the 

Monastery of Sancta Cruce, and the Cross puts to flight 

the Devils the true enemies of our Lord. 

in. 

Ex magnitudine montis — From the magnitude of 
the mountain, 

EUGENIUS in. 1145 

Satria Hetruscus est oppido Montis Magni. 
Hence he was called by our prophet " Ex magnitudine 
montis/' from the magnitude of the mountain. 
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IV. 

Abbas Suburranus — The Subburran Abbot. 

ANASTASIUS IV. 1153 

De familial Suburra. 

Anastasias was Abbot of St. Rufus. Suburranus is 
used in reference to one steering a great vfessel which 
Anastasius certainly did as sovereign. 

V. 
De rure albo — Of the Alban {white) country. 

ADRIAN IV, 1154 

Adrian IV. was the only Englishman that has ever 
succeeded to the Chair of St. Peter : he was born in 
the vicinity of St. Alban. 

I. England was called Albion on account of her 
white rocks and white clijffs. 

II. Adrian was born at Maluvesbury, a village de- 
pendant on St. Albans. 

III. He was consecrated Bishop of Alba» 

IV. He was sent as legate to Norway, a country where 
there is almost perpetual snow. 

VI. The holy candor and innocence of his soul 
acknowledged by Eugenius III, who sent him to the 
North to convert souls to Jesus Christ. 

VI. 
Ex telro carcere. 
VICTOR IV. (AnliPope). 1139 

Victor fuit Ctfrdinalis Sti. Nicolai in Cakcb^ Tul- 
liano : — 

The words Ejf telro carcere prove that Victor ascended 
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the Chair of St. Peter schismatically, and that he had 
not the light of the successor of the Vicar appointed 
by Jesus Christ. 

VII. 

Via Transtyherina, 
PASCHAL III. Anti-Pope 1169 

Guido Cremensis Cardinal is St. Marias trans Tyberini. 
Cardinal of St. Mary's beyond the Tyber. 

VIII. 
De Pannonid Tuscia, 
CALLIXTUS III. Anti-Pope 1169 

Hungarius natione episcopus Cardinalis Tusculanus. 
The two nations Italy and Hungary are ever mingled 
in an evil augury. 

IX. 
Ex Ansere Custode — Of the Guardian Goose. 

ALEXANDER IIL 1175 

Ex familia Paperonana. 

Our reader will recollect, that when Brennus attempted 
to sack the Capitol he was prevented by the cack- 
ling of some geese ; the family of Alexander IIL de- 
scended from one of those who, aroused by the geese, 
repulsed Brennus. 

X 

Lux in Ostio — The Light in Ostium. 

LUCIUS IIL llSl 

Cardinalis Ostiensis. 

'* Luca dedit lucem tibi Luci pontificatum, 
# Ostium papatum. Verona mori ; 
Imo Verona dedit tibi Lucis gaudia, 
Exitium curas Ostii Luca mori." 
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XL 

Sus in crebro. 

URBAN IIL 1186 

£x familia Crebelld quae suem pro armis gerit. He 
was a native of Milan — from Mediolanus so called^ in 
consequence of a tradition of a sow covered half with 
wool and half with silk, and hencs Urban was called sus 
in crebro^ being a native of Milan. 

XII. 
Ensis Laurentii — Sword of Laurence, 

GREGORY VIII. 1187 

Cardinalis Sti. Laurentii in Lucina cujus insignia 
Eases falcati. His armorical bearing was a drawn 
sword — was Cardinal of St. Laurence. 

XIIL 

De Schola Exiit — Departed from School* 

(Schola.) 

CLEMENT IIL 1188 

Komanus £x domo Scholari. 

XIV. 
Ex rure Bovensi — From the Bovensian territory. 

CELESTINE IIL I19I 

£x familia Bovensi. He was descended of the Bo- 
vensian family. 

XV. 

Comes Signatus. 

INNOCENT IIL 1198 

1. His motto was Fac me cum Domine signum in 
bonum. 
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2. He ^as Ex fainilid comitum signiae. 

3. The dove, which on his being elected Sovereign 
Pontiff, flew over his head and perched on his left hand. 

XVI. 
Canonicus de Latere — Canon of Later an, 

HONORIUS III. II98 

Ex familia Sabellia, Canonicus St. Joannis Later- 
anensis. He was Canon of St. John Lateran. 

XVII. 
Avis Ostiensis — The Osfian Bird. 

GREGORY IX. 1227 

The arms of Gregory IX. were an Eagle. He was 

Cardinal Bishop of Ostia, in the Diaconate of St. Lucy, 

situated in the east of Italy and celebrated for its 

Eagles. 

XVIII. 
Leo Sabinus — The Sabinian Lion, 

CELESTINE IV. 1241. 

Mediolanensis cuj us insignia Leo : Cardinalis Epis- 
copus Sabinus. 

His arms were the Lion : he was Cardinal Bishop of 
Sabina. 

XIX. 

Comes Laurentius — Count of Lawrence, 

INNOCENT IV. 1243. 

[ Comes Laiivanise Cardinalis S. Laurentii in Lucina. 
1. His title as Count of Lauvania. 
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2. His zeal and ardor for religion^ against Frederick 
11, was similar to that of S. Laurence against Valerian. 

3. He ordered the Cardinals to wear a red hat^ not 
only as a mark of their dignity, bnt to show that they 
were ever ready to shed their blood for God. 

XX. 

Signum Ostiense — The Standard of Ostia, 

ALEXANDER IV. 1254. 

De Comitibus Signioe Episcopus Cardinalis Ostiensis. 

1. The name of Signy. 

2. The title of his Diocess. 

3. His proclaiming a crusade against Manfred and his 
adherents, who persecuted the Church. 

XXL 

Hierusalein Campania — The Jerusalem of Champagne. 
URBAN IV. 126L 

Trecensis in Campani4, Patriarcha Jerusalem. 

Urban was born at Troyes (Champagne), and taking 
the part for the whole ; the application of this prophecy 
can (despite the sneers of unbelievers) be applied to 
none other but him* 

XXI L 
Draco Depressus — The dragon crushed. 

CLEMENT IV. 1265. 

Cujus insignia Aquila unguibus draconom tenens. 

1. His change of life after his wife's death. 

2. His courage against the English who had rebelled 
against their King and the Holy See. 

1" r . 
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John ivas a good Physician, and a native of Portugal. 

The appellative Piscator from his name Peter and from 

his see* 

XXVII. 

Rosa Composita — The Rose Composite^ 

NICHOLAS III. 1277. 

Quae rosam in insigni gerit dictus composita. 
This Pontiff was the first of his family (Orsini) who 
changed the family crest a hear to a rose^ in conse- 
quence of one of his cousins having heen delivered of an 
abortion similar in appearance to a bear. 

XXVIII. 

Exteloneo Litiacei Martini. 

MARTIN IV. 1281. 

Cujus insignia lilia, Canonicus et Thesaurarius S. 
Martini Turonensis. 

The term Liliacei means not so much his crest as to 
show that the Pontiff to whom it refers must be Martin 
IV. who was the Treasurer of S. Martin of Tours ; the 
fleur de lys is a well known emblem of the Blessed 
Virgin in France. 

XXIX. 

Ex Rosa Leonind 
HONORIUS IV. 1285. 

Ex famili& Sabelld cujus insignia rosa a lenibus ges- 
tatu. 

XXX. 

Picas inter Escas, 
NICHOLAS IV. 1288. 

Picenus patrid Esculanus. 
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1. The inhabiuuts of Ascoli are called Pici and 
individually Picus because, when their ancestors went 
to that country, a little bird, called Picus Martins, 
perched on his standard : hence the name Piceni. 

2. Esca for Esculum (Ascoli) the native city of Nicholas 
IV. 

XXXI. 

Ex eremo celsus^ 

CELESTINE V. 12S4. 

Vocatus Petrus de Morino Eremita. 

XXXIl. 

Ex undarum bmedietione* 

BONIFACE VIII. 1294. 

Vocatus prius Benedictus Cetanus ciy^s insignia undae. 
From Gaeta, whence their crest.* 

XXXIII. 

Concionator Patereus — The Orator of Patera. 

BENEDICT X. 1303, 

Qui Vocabatur Nicholaus ordinis Predicatornm. 
Paterius, from his native city Patara. 

XXXIV. 
De Fessis Aquitaniis. 

CLEMENT V. 1305. 

Natione Aquitanicus cujus insignea fissae erant 

* As this Pope has been severely censured by Protestant 
writers, we are induced to state a fact mentioned by Sponda- 
nus, that his body was found intact and uncomipted, such as 
his nose and lips, in 1605, about 302 years after his death. 
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XXXV. 

De Suiore Oueo — 0/ the Shoem^er 0/ 0$$ea. 

JOHN XXIL i8l6. 

Ex familia Ossi Satoris filius. 

John was the son of one Arnauld a cohler (sutor)^ and 
foimed one of the suit of Pierre Ferrier Archbishop of 
Aries. 

XXXVL 

Corvus SchismaticUs — The schismatic raven 

NICHOLAS V. Anti-Pope. 1328. 

Petrus de Corbavio contra Joannem XX. Antipapa 
Minorita. 

XXXVII. 

Fri^idus Abbas — The Frigidian Abbot, 

BENEDICT XIL 1354. 

Abbas Monasterii Fontis Frlgidi. Abbot of the 
monastery of Fontis Frigidi. 

xxxvni. 

De Rosa AtrebatensL 
CLEMENT VL 1S42. 

Episcopus Atrebatensis cujus insignia Rosse. 
He was bom at Rosiers, and was Bishop of Arras. 

XXXIX- 
De Montibuss Pammachiu 

INNOCENT VL 1352. 

Cardinalis SS. Joannis et Pauli tituli Fammachii 
CO] us insignia montes. 
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XL. 

Callus Vice Com$$ — The Gallic Viscount. 

URBAN V. 1362. 

Nuncius Apostolicns ad Vices -Comites Mediolanensis. 

Urban V. was a Frenchman {Callus J, and had a 
right to the title of Viscount, on account of his being 
one of the Legation to Milan. 

XLL 

Novus de Virgine Forte, 

GREGORY XI. 1370. 

Qui vocabatur Petrus Belfontis Cardinalis sta Maris 
novae 

This motto by the figure called Metalepsis, should be 
nova de virgine fortis — whence novd would apply to the 
title Kn^ fortis to his name. 

XLIL 
De Cruce Apostolicd. 
CLEMENT VIL Anti-Pope. 1378. 

Qui fuit Presbyter Cardinalis SS. XIL Apostolornm, 
cujus insignia Crux« 

XLIIL 
Luna Cosmedina. 

BENEDICT XIIL Anti-Pope. 1394, 
Antea Petrus de Luna Cardinalis Stse Marie in 
Cosmedino. 

1. By his prenomen de Lund. 

2. By his arms. 
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3, By the name of the city, whence his title de Luna. 

4, By the fickleness of his disposition, at one time 
desiring and at another oposing the union of the Church. 

XLIV. 
Schisma Barchinonicum. 
CLEMENT VIII. Anti-Pope. 1424. 

Qui fuit Canonicus Barchinonensis. 

XLV. 
De InfrruB PrcegnarUu 

URBAN VI. 1378. 

Neapolitanus Proegnanus natus in loco qui dicitur 

Iniiemus. 

Urhan was moreover Archbishop of Cuenza, Acheron- 
tine, which is also Infemus, according to the Poets. 

XLVL 
Cubus de mixtione. 
BENEDICT IX. 1389. 

Ex familia Tonacalla a genua Ligume cujus insignia 
cubi. 

XLVII. 
De Meliore Sidere. 
INNOCENT VIII. 1404. 

Vocatus Cosmatus de Melioratis cujus insignia sidus. 

XLVIII. 
iVatito de Ponte Nigra — The M'avigator ofPonte JVigro 
GREGORY XII. 1406. 

Venatusy Commendatarius Ecclesias Nigri Pontis. 
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He wafl a Venetian by births and a dignitary of the 
cburcb of Nigro pent. 

XLIX. 
FlageUum Solis — Lnsh of the Sun. 

ALEXANDER V. 1409- 

Grsecus ; Arcbiepiscopus MedioJanensis cujas insignia 
sol. 

He was a Greek ; was Arcbbisbop of Milan ; bis crest 
was tlie san. 

L. 

Cervus Syreme, 

JOHN XXU. 1410. 

Diaconus Cardinalis S. Eustachii qui cum cervo 
depingitur Bononiae legatus Neapolitanus. 

Naples was originally called Partbenope, from a tra- 
dition that Partbenope, one of the Syrens, was buried at 
Naples. 

LI. 
Corona VeliAurei. 
MARTIN V. 1417. 

Ex familia Column^, Diaconus Cardinalis S. Georgii 
ad velum aureum. 

LIL 

Lupa Caleitina^ 

EUGENIUS IV. 14S1. 

Canonicus antea regularly Cselestinus et episcopus 
Senecsis. 

The Amice worn by the Cardinals, was formerly made 
of the wolves' skin as a mark of humility. 
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LIIL 
m^mator Cruets. 
FELIX V. Anti-Pope. 1439 

Qui Vocabatur Amedeus dux Sabaudiae cujus ittsignia 
Crux. 

The signification of Amedeus is a lover of God. 
LIV. 
De modicitate Lunce. 

NICHOLAS V. 1447 

Lunensis de Sarrani. 

LV. 
Bos pascens, The Ox grazing. 

CALIXTUS in. 1465 

Hispanus cujus insignia Bos pascens. Calixtus IIL 
was a Spaniard by birth : an Ox grazing was his crest. 

LVI. 
De Cvprd et Alhergo. 

PIUS IL 1458 

Senensis qui fuit a Secretes Cardinali Cupranico et 
Albergato. 

LVII. 
De Cervo et Leone. Of the stag and lion. 

PAUL IL 1461 

Venetus Qui fuit Commendatarius Cervinensis et 
Cardinalis tituti St. Marci. 

St. Mark is represented by the lion. 

LVIII. 
Piscator Minor ta. The Minorite Fisherman. 

SIXTUS IV. 1471 

Piscatoris filius Francis canus. Sixtus IV. was the 
son of a fisherman. 
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LIX. 
Precursor Sicilite. The Precursor of Sicily. 

INNOCENT VIIL 1484 

Qui Vocabatur Joannis Baptista^ et vixit in Curia 
Alfonsi, Regis Siciliae. 

1. The Precursor of the Saviour was called John the 
Baptist, and so was this Pontiff. 

2. St. John was called the angel of the Lord, (Malach. 
iii. 1) and all who have spoken of Innocent VIII, say 
that he was as beautiful as an angel. 

3. St. John was remarkable for his innocence, and 
this Pontiff took as his motto, the text, " Ego autem in 
innocentia mea ingressus sum,** to which we may add 
that he has been unanimously praised by all historians 
for the divine innocence of his morals and piety. 

How was he precursor SiciluB since he was of Genoa ? 
because he was in the service of Alfonso, king of Sicily. 

LX. 

Bos Alhanus in Portu. 

ALEXANDER VL 1492 

Episcopus Cardinalis Albanus et Porticensis. 
The Ox was in the arms of Borgia, given by Calixtus 
III, to the Papal see. 

LXI. 
De Parvo homine, 

PIUS IIL 1503 

Seenensis de familii Plccolomenei. 
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LXII. 

Fructus Jovis jurabit. 

JULIUS II. 1503 

Ligur cujus insignia Quercus, Jovis arbor. 

" Sicubi magna Jovis antiquo robore quercus, 

Ingentes tendat ramos." 

Virgil, Georg. III. 

LXIII. 

De Craticuld Politiand, 

LEO X. 1513 

Filius Laurentii Medices et scbolaris Angli Politiani. 

LXIV. 

Leo FlorenticR — The Lion of Florence. 

ADRIAN VI. 1522 

Florentii filius cujus insignia Leo. 
His crest was the lion. 

LXV. 

Flos Pilei Aegri, 

CLEMENT VII. 1523 

Florentius de domo Medicea cujus insignia flos et 
lilia. 

LXVI. 

Hyaeinthw Medicorum — The Hyacinth of Physicians. 

PAUL III. 1534 

Famesius qui lilia pro insignibus gestat, et fuit 
Cardinalis St. Cosmee et Damiam. 
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The purple hyacinth, which had a place in the anns of 
this Pontiff, is used for medical purposes ; the martyrs 
SS. Cosmas and Damianus were physicians, hence the 
application of the prophecy is evident. He was Cardinal 
of SS. Cosmas and Damian. 

LXVIL 
De Corond montand — Of the mountain crown. 

JULIUS III. 1560 

Anfea Vocatus Joannes Maria de Monte. 
His arms were laurel crowns and mountains. 

LXVIII. 
Frumentum ftoccidum. 

MACELLUS II. 1555 

Cujus insignia cerves et frumentum ideo floccidum 
quod pun CO tempore vex est in papatu. 

LXIX. 
De Fides Petri. 

PAUL IV. 1555 

Antea Vocatus Joannes Petrus Caraffe. 

1. The name Caraffe is derived from cara Jidee, in 
consequence of those words having heen addressed by 
an Emperor to one of the house of Caraffe, who had 
shed his blood to save his Imperial master s life. 

2, The founder of a new order of regular clerks, 
called Theatines. 

LXX. 

MsctUapius pharmacitm^-The Msctdapius of doctors, 
PIUS IV. 1559 

Antea Vocatus Joannis Angelus Medicos. 
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1. His family. 

2. His father was Bernardine De Medici. 

3. His having studied medicine while young. 

4. His heing introduced to the Papal Court hy one of 
the Medici. 

5. His election to the Pontificate hy a sign of a 
dove perching at the door of his cell. 

The church the true temple of iSsculapius has 
obtained no little profit from his teaching. 

XXL 
Angdus Nemorosus — Angel of the groves. 

PIUS. V. 1666 

Michael Vocatus natus in oppido Boschi. 
Angela from his name Michael. 
Nemorosus, from Boschi his birth place. 

LXXII. 

Medicum Corpus pilarum. 

GREGORY Xni. 1572 

Cujus insignia medicus Daco Cardinalis creatus a 
Pio IV. qui pila in armis gestabat 

LXXIII. 

Axis in medietate si gnu 

SIXTUS V. 1683 

Qui axem in medio Leonis in armis gestat. 

Axis, the northeni star. 

In medietate signi, his crest the Lioii> ope of the4l2 
sigBS of the Zodiac ; he made the kings of both hemis* 
pheres tremble. 
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LXXIV. 
De Rore cmlu 

URBAN VII. 1590 

Qui fuit Arcbiepiscopus Rossaneosis in Calabria, ubi 
manna colligitur. 

LXXV. 
De aniiquitaie UrhU — Of the Antiquity of the \Citff. 
GREGORY XIV. 1590 

Senatores Mediolanenses filius. 

Milan was built 359 A.C.D. was converted 17 A.D. 
so it may well and truly be called antiqua (ancient). 

LXXVI. 
Pia civitas in hello, 
INNOCENT IX. 1591 

E. Bononia Etruriae orundus patriarcba Jerusalem, 
sub Gregorio XIII. 

Rome was engaged in the league against Henfy IV. 
and therefore pia civitas in bello. 

Jerusalem may be truly called pia. 

Benenan, otherwise Bena colonia. 

LXXVII. 

Crux Romula^The Cross of Romulus* 

CLEMENT VIII. 1692 

Cujus insignia tenia bipennata crucem Papatum quo 
dummodo imitantur. 

The Adobrandini (of which family he was a mem- 
ber) were descended from Romulus. 
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LXXVIII. 
Undo$u$ Vir. 
LEO XI. 1605 

Medicseus cujus eminentia insignia lilia sphserae ce« 
Tuiloeae (Velut mare) immersa. 

LXXIX. 
Gens Perversa. The ohstinaie race. 

PAUL V. 1605 

Cujus insignia Draco et Aquila. 
The eagle is most dangerous on account of its dread- 
ful enmity to other birds. 

The Dragon, inasmuch as it infects the air with a 
fetid smell. 

2. The war between the Ghibelines and Guelphs, 
whose crests were the Dragon, and the Eagle. 

LXXX. 
In Tribulatione Pacis. 

GREGORY. XV. 1621 

Qui sicuti punicoBi caput tribus linnesies seu vittis 
aureis oblique dispositis vittendit. 

The quarrels between Charles Emmanuel I. Duke 
of Savoy, Ferdinand Duke of Milan, and Pope Paul 
V, sending Gregory to Piedmont and Lombardy, to 
confer with the Ambassadors of France and Spain, res- 
pecting peace, and, having discharged his mission, he 
was elected Cardinal. 

Lxxxr. 

Lilitim et Rosa. The Lily and Rose, 

URBAN VIII. 1623 

Cujus insignia Apes curras in scuto cseruloeo. 
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On account of the dispensation he granted for the 
marriage of Henrietta of France (the lily) with Charles 
of England (the rose). 

LXXXIL 

Jucunditas Cruets, 
INNOCENT X. 1624 

Electus summus Pontifex ipso die exaltationis saiictae 
Cruii . 

LXXXIIL 

Montium Custos* The Guardian of Mountains. 

ALEXANDER VII. 1656 

Qui siellam montibus irradiantur et pwedominantem 
in armis sex gestat. 



Here terminates the interpretation of the Rev. Pere 
Michel Gorgeu, O.C.C. of the Monastery ^f our Lady 
of Mount Carmel, at Dieppe, published in 1659. 



The remainder of the prophecy is as follows : — 
LXXXIV .Vw5 0/orwm. CLEMENT IX. 1667 
LXXXV DeFlumine Magno. CLEMENT X. 1670 
LXXXVI Bellua insatiahitis. INNOCENT XI. 1676 
LXXXVII Penitentiagloriosa. ALEXANDER VI 1 1. 

1689 
LXXXVI II Rostrum in portu. INNOCENT XII. 

1691 
LXXXIX Flores circumedati. CLEMENT XL 1700 
XC J)e Bona religione, INNOCENT XIII. 1721 
XCI Miles in bello. BENEDICT XIII. 1724 

XCII Columna ea;celsa. CLEMENT XIL 1730 
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XCIU Animal rurali. BENEDICT XIV. 1740 

XC IV Boaa Umbrim. C LE M ENT XI 1 1 . 1 758 

XCV Ursus Velox. CLEMENT XIV. 1769 

XCVl Peregrinus Apostolus. PIUS VL 1779 

XCVll Aquila rapax. PIUSVJI. 1800 

XCVIII Canis et coluber. LEO XII. 1823 

XCIX Vir Religiosus. PIUSVllI. 1829 

C De Balneis Etrurice. G REGO R Y XVL 1 833 

CI CruxdeCruce, PIUS IX. 1846 



TO BE FULFILLED, 

CI I Lumen in ccelo^ 

cm Signus ardens. 

CIV Religio depopulata, 

CV Fides intrepida. 

CVI Pastor angel us, 

CVII Pastor et nauta. 
CVlllFlosjlorum. 

CIX De medietate Lunce, 

CX De labore soils, 

CXI GloruB Oliva. 

In persecutione Extrema Sanclse Roinanse Ecclesise 
sedebit Petrus Romaniis qui pascet oves in multis tri- 
balationibus^ quibus transactis, certus septi collis dirurtur 
et pie ex tremendis predicabit popiilum suum. 



11 
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It IS considered necessary to inform oar readers that 
we close our present collection of the writings of our 
sainted seers with the prophecy of St. Malachy. We 
must, however, take leave to remark, that all the 
prophecies written hy our Saints are not contained in 
the present edition, though we have contrived to give 
the most remarkable ones. Besides St. Patrick and St. 
Bridget, the following Saints are said to have written 
prophecies, viz. St. Cailin, first Bishop of Down, who 
flourished about A.D. 500. St. Caimeach, a Priest, who 
flourished about 635. St. larlach. Archbishop of 
Tuam, in 538, and seq. Beg Mac De, the prophet, 
who died in 551, according to Tighemach. St. Baoithin, 
successor to St. Columbkille in the Abbey of Hy, who 
died on the 9th January, 559. Eochadh Eicceas, com- 
monly called Dalian Forguil, who flourished about 597. 
St. Bracean of Ardbracean in Meath, who flourished 
about 650, St. Fursa, or Fursey, who died 16th 
January, 653. St. Moling of Teach-moling (Timolin) 
county of Kildare, who died in 697, and St, Samhtand, 
virgin, who died in 734. It is to be regretted that 
small portions only of the prophecies of the above Saints 
have come as yet to hand, and that even these fragments 
are found copied in language and orthography of so low 
and inferior a standard that it would be absurd to think 
of publishing them before genuine copies can be pro- 
cured. There are many fragments of those prophecies 
found in the works of Colgan and others, but, most 
probably, the only place where genuine copies can be 
had is in the libraries of the continent. Though tMH^^ 
greater portion of those prophecies be uninteresting to 
the majority of the people, they are, notwithstanding, 
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valuable, and are worth the pains of collecting tbem^ as 
being ancient documents that should not be suffered to 
fall into decay and final destruction. 

Having finished the prophecies of the Irish Saints, we 
beg to introduce another species of prophetical documents, 
which, although they have not been written by persons 
remarkable for the sanctity of their lives, or even 
ecclesiastics, still deserve to be rescued from oblivion,^ 
and may have some claim to respect and credence. 

It is clear that those prophecies have been originally 
selected firom the works of several prophets, as we find 
in them some few incidents recorded in the writings of 
St Colnmbkille and other Saints, whose works we 
publish. Even in the absence of this evidence, it is 
clear they are composed of extracts from the works of 
various authors, which, in fact, the diversity of metre will 
show beyond contradiction. It requires^ no logical 
argument to prove that they are none of the compositions 
of pythonists or wandering impostors, and, therefore, 
d^erve some public attention. The attention and 
credence to which they are entitled should, however, be 
given with caution under a certain degree of limitation, 
because they do not profess, as we find them just now to 
have been written not by Saints, but by bards, or other 
learned persons who compiled them, and reduced them, 
to the level of the language then spoken by the people. 
Though we can, by no means, approve of this course, as 
it is localised less or more, still the predictions should 
not be rejected for the reasons alrendy adduced, but the 
whole should be received with much caution, and com- 
pared with, not only the documents we now publish, but 
with the traditions prevalent among the people, which 
are, for the greater part, genuine> — Hence we venture io 
give them to our readers. 
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Dombual Cam^ the crooked, to whom the following 
Prophetic lines are generally ascribed, lived abolit ninety 
years ago : he was an ubiquitarian or a sort of mysterious 
wanderer about whom no person knew anything, except 
that he was a ''great prophecy-man, and used, on the 
ev3 of the American War of Independence to deliver his 
prophecy with an earnestness that astonished bis hearers. 
His favorite haunt was near Balina, Tyrawly, though 
he was known to most people in every part of Ireland. 
Donall was generally supposed to be inspired, and his 
predictions were believed to have been all his own mak- 
ing, but this evidently is a mistake, because the present 
copy has been made from a manuscript which must be 
much older than his time, and therefore a compilation 
made from the Prophecies of some of our saints, by some 

6||ieocbAl6 co^orsle f Ab cji] rs^tfic^, 
^n)AC Af A!) &0fiA]p 'f A coibce 3^1) fCAb, 
3o n)b6|6' AD Cl)p]OfbAi3eAcbc a]|i Aei) ccAfic. 

^ Ag data, ffc. The year 1777. Though the American war 
of independence commenced before this date, the ground- work 
of freedom was not firmly laid until this year. 

* Fad thri sgairt. This was a favorite form of expression to 

denote a far distance ; the old bards frequently used it. Ex. 

^*V^ rs^mce o'l) ii)-bA]le fA cin 511^6 tijo ctioi6e, 

'5'ir &0|5 OAC b-re]C]io A c6i6ce f." Old Song. 
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other writer, and not by Donall. The more modem 
copies are al) styled the <' Predictions of Donall Cam," 
but this one alluded has no title, evidence sufficient, in 
the absence of even a date, that it was written long be- 
fore Donall existed. 

It is to be regretted that the real author's name has 
not been as yet discovered. It is possible he was one 
of our modem bards who compiled it from older docu- 
ments now lost or unknown. Traces of some fragments 
of lost Prophecy attributed to some of our saints are 
found in the piece, and, as it appears not to have been a 
pyihonic composition, it is therefore well worth being 
preserved. There is another copy of this Prophecy in 
the Royal Irish Academy : it may be seen in the Hudson 
collection of Irish MSS. 

In the year whose date shall be three-sevens, [Europe; 
A disturbance will arise at a distance, of three calls from 
This trouble will never have an end, [titude. 

Until Christendom will embrace a similar course of rec- 

At the distance of a caU from this place dwells the loye of 
my heart. 

And it is certain I neyer shall see her again. 

* Go m-heidh, ^c. It is not meant the American war should 
not haye an end before Christendom would gain freedom, but 
only that the principles which gaye rise to that war should still 
liye. 
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Ua*i) AH) A c-c|tO]b|!eAb ad b^-3AU', 
T^ deAi)DAf cftfce da d^a^ |iadd ; 
3ad c|ieoi|i b^tb i:eA|t bo b^ cft^AD, 
Jf leADpAiD 85 5AC u]le ISad- 

te bAe^Aj-* A D-bAfUe t)6ADf!Ab jieAOC, 

Tflt DA Cffie C»fl fAOf frDACC ; 
Cot5|?]8 ftD lAfAljt DAC b-C^lb Afj 

?V 6eAi>pAf A D^ltD^e da s-cojiDDeA]*. 

Mj c6|b AD Uf Ai]t ub CAfi leAjt, 

3o 5-cloppeA|i c|i6Ar) fijj' bo bf rDeAfi ; 

h^\6 ce^lj ceADAi5§cc 'f da cjo||icA 'fAD rP^ll^^j 

Jf bfbl^jeAcc le z\\on) bAefife 'fAD t^^ACc. 

ClOC^fAb* O DA b'^^A^b DA b^OfCADAIcb DUAf, 

TiilneADD A dlA0t6peAf 5AC A^ciDe o'd cuac ; 
SAOftf Ab DA CfOfftcA ua6 bocAft A'f ua6 Suac, 
'S b6|b bjleAf le f jc 50 DeAficocbAjt a fluAg. 

^IpeocAtb^ cfiAeb beA5 be'D b-ffife^m ceA|tc,^ 
Ma f fo&bA6 b] A5 O|if0DA6 rDA^t CAel f Uc ; 

1 An da Ghall. The two Galls or strangers here meant, 
are evidently the English and American colonists. The war 
of the two Galls is a topic of much interest with prophecj- 
mongers, 

> Le baethaa a n-daille, ^e. These were the oppressive kwt 
enacted hy the English to crush the rise of the American colo- 
nists, and against which the Bostonians made a noble resistaiQCtr 
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From th& timo two Qall& (strangeri^) wUi figb^ [eaub ; 
For the supremacy of a country in the new division of. the 
A man whose sway was potent shall become powerless. 
And misfortunes in succession shall follow him. 

Through blind madness they will enact laws. 
With the intention of forcing subjects into further submis- 
This proceeding will cause a^ama to be ktndled, [sion. 
Which will be fanned by the enemy in the vicinity. 

This blaze will not pass across the ocean, [dued ; 

Until a potent King afflicted with madness shall be sub- 
The fraud of barter will characterise the struggle in those 

countries, 
And penury created by monopoly shall be the substance 

of that law. 

The Biscayans will decend the Alps, 
In a body that will subdue all the northern tribes ; 
They will liberate countries from slavery and suffering. 
And will be observant of peace till their forces be aug- 
mented« 

A small shoot will spring up from the true germ 
Of a wood that has been withering down to a worthless 
shrubbery, 

» J)rean J^gh do M mear. This king was George III. whe- 
ther his political madness in oppressing the Americans, or hi^ 
suhsequent inflanity is meant^ we decline to decide. 

« Tmqfitdh, ^c. This stanza alludes to the broils, which suc- 
ceeded the Ameriean war* on the continent of Surope. 

s Eireochaidk craebk, (^e. The personage here indicated a». 
a imail bramble appears to have heen Napoleon I. hut prophepf 
men assert he has not made his appearance as yet 
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?X c^ftpeAr btbetttc a||i nfscfb eif c6tm 5ai> ceAfte ; 
?V'f bfe|b c^O]]tCA SAD bAe]tfe jtao^ ija fiDAcc. 

?Vo cfi^c trl«0CA|i ciOfficA le pu^blfjieAcc^, 

?V'f 6Uo|6f!eA|t A ri'isce Af a 5-C611D 5A0 ceAytc ; 

Cu||tpeA|i bfcceAOPAO A]fi fAOfsqb *fAO C||i |:AOf 

r")Al ; 
'S b6]b f i|t-to8bAific JOS?l A||i bjbetftc feAl. 



Sp|t§8pA6* At) Uoii)A!) O l)A CflOtD A 56A3A 'tDACbf 

?i'f beAfH!A6 6|i 50 Uofi le i?a c&frt7oeA6 a 3-CAC ; 
*S Ai) SejtrDAioe ft)6|t bdntcfgS a?) TfiAiuc a ijeAtic. 
?V'f f|tAei)|!A8 3leo -^iji 5AC p6fi i>ac p-b^AfiOAb 
ceA|ic. 



1 Whether or not this stanza refers to the commonwealth 
established in France by the revolution of 1793, it is difficult 
to say. It is well known that there still is a sort of hankering 
after republicanism all over the Continent of Europe, though 
the difficulty of shaping the debris of a monarchical goyernment 
into a republican form, so as to work successfully for any 
length of time, is apparent. Since republican reyolutionists 
are, for the most part, lukewarm Christians who have neither 
character nor property to lose by a change, it needs not be won* 
dered that the priests of the Church and all good men would 
suffer, under the rule of lawless plunderers and desperadoes. 

> Spreadhfadh an leomhan, ffc. The lion is emblematical of 
England, the thistle of Scotland, and the harp of Ireland. 
The following is an old saying — vide Mac Auliffe*8 Prophecy :«» 
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It will depose Kings from their usurped dignities, 
And countries shall enjoy freedom under its swaj. 



When nations shall be reduced to the level of republics. 
And monarchs deposed from their usurped dignities; 
Destruction shall come upon the sages of the countries so 

afflicted. 
And they who offer sacrifice to God shall be exiled for 

a time. 



The lion will extend his limbs far beyond his crown, 
And will bestow gold in abundance to purchase victory 

in battle; 
In great Gennany, France will spill out her power. 
And affliction shall be the portion of every race that per- 
petrates injustice. 



'* 'HUA]!! CA]llpeAt At) IfeOtijAI) A ijeAtic, 
*5a pocbAi)j?vi) bjieAC a bniS > 
5ii)n6 Ai) cUinreAc 50 bjijij, 

e|b||l At) 1)-0CC A5Af AIJ 1)A0f.»' 

When the lion shall lose his strength, 
And the speckled thistle its power ; 
The harp will sound sweetly. 
Between the eighth and ninth hour. 

The remainder of the stanza clearly and truly depicts the fic- 
titious power acquired by England through the agency of her 
wealth — a power and extent of dominion that must ever be 
proportionate with her means of purchasing both. 
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ClAO]6|reAH rlw^S T68U 50 fudfi Y*0 5-co|tfec§u- 

5aI f A|i, 
Cfifb A!) |ia5 6o|i>?p Ieoi)CA|t lAb le UecftA^b 5^11 ; 
?Vcc cfi^c cuTitfob Ai) n6|ib^ 'fDA c|0||ica If ijeAf A 

|:aoi frt)ACC, 
t)Sl6 6||te 65 5AI) b]t6i) Acc bliAbAji) 50 beACc ! 

^ Acht trath ehuiriod an Roimh, ^c. The court of Borne ha3 
long been made the butt for republican darts ; no wonder then, 
that our republican prophet, whoever he had been, has made 
allusion to the fall of Rome. The English government are 
supporters of monarchy with its intolerable expenditure and 
4)ppressive taxes at home, while they are made red republicans 
abroad 1 It is not, however, for love of the principles of free* 
<lom they squander the wealth of the nation in subsidising despe- 
rate men to work the ruin of Catholic dynasties^ but in enmity 
to the religion they profess ; all this is only the means aimed 
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The people of Fodhla (Ireland) shall suffer grieveoutly 
in consequence of their cennections. 

Throughout Europe they shall be oppressed by foreigners; 

But when Rome and the countries adjacent shall be sub- 
dued, 

Ireland the Youngs after that, shall remain in sorrow only 
one year. 



at to accomplish the downfall of the Pope. It is evident that if 
CathoHdty continues much longer to make the rapid progress 
she has been making for tome years, t&e leformed churches 
must sink into obscurity, and, as a consequence, the enormous 
revenues of that establishment must be taken away from those 
who now enjoy it, and be converted to more useful purposes. 
Hence Rome, the head of the Catholic world, should necessa- 
rily be destroyed, in order to cany out effectually those base 
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mnNsujne— biuesDtio!). 



Some suppose the foUowing fragment to have been 
composed by St Columbkille, others attribute it to St. 
Kiaran. 

Ctoc|rAb se^Dce* caji roaift.'oAlIy 
^DerspAf jioji |reA|tA]b 6a||iiodo ; 
l)eA^6* uACA Ab f:o|i 3ACI) c^ll, 
beAl6 UACA ttf3 jTOIt 6a]|iiodo. 

beAtb Ab ^00 iDO ciUff be, 
Nf zo]^eo\iA biA|tn)e]|i3e ; 
Cot) papeAji, A'f CAi) Cfi^bd, 
3ao 5A0|bl) Acbc 5A|llbe|iU. 

Secbc ii)-bl|AbDA btoo50|b cIaoi)* 
?V o'^ifibfifse DA b*ein® ADO ; 
?\. n'Ab50|ije 5Acb ccaUa, (recCe c|lle) 
Do sefOcft O|ttt|iD-btttbl^0!)e'. 

T^ 5A|tbe 50 (b)-cjcpAbb roAC, 
buAOKAf ^Ajfie A buAijAcbc; 
3eAi) i)eA|ic AC 3aiII 50 bfi^c iD-bfiAr, 
D^ fe|f A D-Duo-bA-leAc-sUf*. 

1 Tioefa, Sfc. Those gentiles, or pagans, were the Norsemen. 
* Beaidt Sec, History informs ns that the Danes placed lay. 
men as abbots in the yarions chmrches throughout Ireland, 
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A gentile race will come across the sea. 
That will mingle with the people of Eire ; 
They will place one Abbot in every abbey. 
And will impose a King over Eire. 

One of them shall do the Abbot in my church, 
And he will not sing matins ; 
Neither the Pater nor Credo shall be there recited. 
No scientiflc language spoken, but a foreign jargon 

For seven years shall this invading race. 
Hold the supreme sovereignty of Eire ; 
Having a false abbot in every abbey. 
Of the Gentiles of Drum-duibhlinne, 

They will reign in joy until the young man come. 
Who will wrest Eire from their custody ; 
The power of the stranger shall not exist. 
Ever after that in Dun-da-leithglas, 

• Geinte, S^c. The pagan Danes of Dublin. Druim-duibh' 
Unne, Dublin. 

* Dnnda.'leith-glas, Downpatrick. 
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174 CAft05<^1^« — bUesljAbb. 

?Vi) ID AC f|l) cbAbftAf bAI)bA, 

No b^A fif 5tb AbAipiJA ; 

No bfA A b-Cen)|iAcb bt^^Ajbfoi)^ 

SlttAj ToflTDOItACb* K^l* ^Alflimj^ 

1 FormoracA, signifies a ySkate, as well a person of gigantic 
stature. The name was appropriately given to the Norse Vi. 
kings, in consequence of their piratical habits*^ The early in^ 
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This young man who will save Banba (Ireland), 
Shall not be a king, though a King apparent ; 
There shall not be found in Tara of Bregia, 
A host of Sea-pirates governing Eire. 

Taders of the coasts of Ireland were called Formorians ; they 
too, were settled at that early period in Lochlann, or Jutland^ 
and the surrounding districts. 
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The following Prophecies vulgarly attributed to the 
inspired genius of a Mac Auliffe of Dahallow, Co. Cork, 
are very curious and deserve to be rescued from the ob- 
livion of ages. The one we present is usuaJly styled 
Mac AuliJfe's Aonta, units, but as he seems to have 
divided time, beginning at some indefinite period into 
one, two, three, four, &c. the best translation that can be 
given to his division of time is, period. The Prophecies 
of Mac Auliffe are so plentiful in the South of Ireland, 
and held^iu such high esteem by the people, that it ap- 
pears many of the copies now extant had been made 
from oral recitation. Many copies of Mac Auliffe's pro- 
phecies have come to hand, but collation was out of the 
question, as one differed so much from the other, there- 
fore, the most prudent course to be adopted was to give 
the two best copies we had in our possession. Mac 
Auliffe's prophecies are not to be rejected, since they 
contain much of the scattered fragments of the prophecies 
of our saints, found in other works, the originals of which 
are now lost, or lie neglected and unknown in some of 
the continental libraries. That the propheciees attri- 

%!) ceAb^ Aeo, luce l^istn S^t) bA^nseAi) Atji b]c, 
?Vt} bAfiA b-Aet), 5<vD Cjifeji^e f D-'SeAfiAlrAib ; 
^x) cjief Aeo,3At) 5§tll f ij-OacAibGAlU bo' id fl]0cc, 
?li) ceACfiArt) \)'^ex)i hh\6 6||te A3 SACfOi)Aib. 

1 An chead aen. As it seems an impossibility to fix a precise 
date to those periods of time just now, it may be that some of 
our MuDster friends can refect some light on the matter. 
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bnled to Mac Auliffe, are not really his own composition, 
we need only remark that in all parts of Ireland^ the 
north in particular^ where his name is not so much as 
known, snatches of those prophecies are frequently heard 
quoted by the Irish-speaking portion of the people. 
Some persons assert that the prophet Mac Auliffe, was 
a blacksmith, who flourished about the middle of the 
1 7th century. O'Reilly in his ** Irish Writers," men- 
tions a blacksmith named Mac Aulifle^ who lived near 
Glanmire, County Cork, was author of some poems, and 
whom he makes contemporary with Art Mac Cooey of 
the Fews, who lived in 1774. There are strong reasons 
for believing that neither he of the I7th century, nor the 
poet of the 18th century, had been the compiler of the pro- 
phecies we give ; because they might have then witnessed 
many of the improvements foretold, and it may safely be 
supposed that neither of the disciples of Vulcan had 
been in the possession of a manor, as described in the 
text. Hence it may be inferred that the compiler was 
a chief of Duhallow, who flourished in the 14th century, 
as we have some reasons to believe. 

In the first period, the literati shall have no place of safety ; 
In the second period, no valour shall be in the Geraldines; 
In the third period, my race shall possess no power in 

Duhallow ; 
In the fourth period, Eire shall be possessed by the 

Saxons. 

12 
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178 CAjiDS^itie n)]C UrijUottb. 

?ir} c^^tt)^ l)-Aei),bA cUet) V bii clcAfAO a c-co|fi; 
?Vd f^ireAib Aco, ir bAe5Al do'o GAjUfr HO ; 
?Vo feAcctbA b-Aei), b^ib cfifeUs n)A|ib Atfi muifi ; 
%f) c-occttjA b-^^P> l>^1^ Sac&aiI a5 feAf Ari^ 4^9 

ct)oic ; 
TXt) oAOttjA b'^^Oy ir ^Aefi Be^b ai> caIaH) a9 fio ; 
'S A!) oeACii)A b-^eo, bfejb 5AC OA09 a feAfArb a 

cipc 



3ac b]iot75 A C-C15 ^ ^**^^ ^^^^ ^ rt)-b|ig3Aj|ieACc'^ 
Jl* 5AC fAri)|tA C|5 buAl fl^deAcc ]f bAeoACACc; 
C|oc|:a da feAD0|]ij6e 5AT) c]oij, 'r»>A nyi)^ 65A 

C|Oc|:a b^AfilA bo 3AC ACI) fxoc, if CAJtb^C f\ 

JAC ACp CO]]-*. 



d0C]!A l)A l]ACA luACA, If ClOCf A CflUACA CACa', 

t)6j6 Ai> toseAi) A5 b|te]c buijcaif ce a]|i a ny^t^^ri, 

X>^\t Al) IDAC A5 ]rDei|tC A]|1 a ACA]]t, 

t^f) COtbujlfA A]fl A COrbttflfA]!), ]f A be|]lBf|U]l A]|l 

A bejiibfjufi. 



^Gach drongt ffc. Vide St. Columbkille on this subject. 

> la carbat fa gach aen chois. In allusion to the pomp of 
the people. 

s Tiocfa na Hatha, ffc. This Terse indicates that the demand 
for men will be so great that the aged will be forced to become 
active once more. The Irish proverb has it :— .** 11'ttAiTi if 
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In the fifth period, their crimes will be treacherous and 

deceptive ; 
The sixth period shall be dangerous to the clergy ; 
In the seventh period, they shall be feeble and destroyed 

at sea ; 
In the eight period, the Gaels will be keeping the hills ; 
In the ninth period, the land shall then be dear; 
In the tenth period, each man will be contending for hii 

right. 

Each succeeding race shall become more prone to false- 
hood. 

And each succeeding year shall become more wet and 
stormy ; 

Old shall not be loved, and young women will lack 
modesty. 

The English tongue will be used by every race, and a 
chariot under each foot. 

The hoary will become active, and piles of battles will 

ensue : 
The daughter will take advantage of her mother. 
And the son will play tricks upon his father ; 
The neighbour will circumvent his neighbour, and tht 

sister her sister. 



c|taA6 bo'tj cA]U]cl) ttjceAijt) n»" !«©• vjhen the old woman is press- 
ed hard she runs. So it will happen with the old men at a 
future time, very likely not far distant. The remainder of the 
Btanza is found in St. Columbkille in nearly the same words. 
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iSO CA[ii?5A|fie in\c lXn)l^o]n), 

^t) tAcJ^l A5 t>ttl A CH:|onQCACc, a c-Cfi^i8ceAcc 

Y A C-CfWAbAf, 

bl| a6a]0^ da boccAcc b&]6 A]C|oq 3AI} rjol 540 6U^, 
'S Ai) blfA6A]D Ao Aice, Aift eAff!A6 ge^bAb t)^ 

m)lte b^f, 
1)1|a6aid ad fCACC* bfe|6 ai) f^ejAl 50 b-^eb^o aic 

t)d^6 AD TftADCAC 5AD AiDTiAf f D-^fTt1DD f^^l, 
Jf ItAtDAfi-be^c^ft S^llbA A5 b^^ce bleACc ; 
b6|6 AD r^AD bCAcrbA A5 r^SAtfic iDAfi tf ^^1?* ^ 

ceA|tc, 
b^lD fCAD UtcciOD 5AD ArbfiAf Aco, ]f 3Ae6c|l5 

fltAf. 

b^ib fS^AlcA b^ D^^lfce^^cc 'fb^Afi tD-buAffteA6 

u|le, 
'Sda c^AbCA bo fltocc 6|rb|ti bA |tu4^5A6 caji tt)>?Ti; 
Na p6ififi6e b^a. D-bfeADAib a D-A5A16 da c-cdoc, 
'S DA fte^bce le c&AbA|b bA \iO]t)r) can) fco|c. 

Ciocf A ctt]le bo cAeb fUjbe 50 ceADD o f pA]* ; 
)r bfep.AD P|ceA6 50 bACfi, 'f^ 3 ad acd |iACb ; 
bfe^ft AD file 3AD cecf 3Ae6e|l5e 'f bttji D-b&9CA 

Ia3, 
'S 3AD DCAC 'fA c6Ab bo p|tfe|rb 6tti|0DD A^fi ^1^- 

5A]l, iDO cjieAO ! 

I Bliadha^n na bochtacht, ffc. We are not aware whether or 
not the furze produced hlossom and seed the year before Htu 
famine. We> howeyer, heard old persons make the remack. 
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The people of the world will rush into crime, wretched- 
ness, and penury ; 

In the year of poverty the furze shall be without seed or 
blossom. 

In the year that shall follow, thousands shall die of 
starvation 

In the year seven the world shall be prosperous & happy. 

The French will undoubtedly be in Eire some time. 
And the English fet bears shall be forced to growl and 

groan; 
The old tythes shall be possessed by the priests, as their 

lawful due. 
And old Latin and the copious Irish will be used by them 

Much news will be heard that will trouble us all. 

And hundreds of Heber*s race shall be banished across 

the sea ; 
The perch will be laid against the face of the hills. 
And the mountains will be meted out as pasture lands. 

An impetuous torrent will sweep from the mountain's side. 
And Peake shall be in bondage., deprived of all his 

substance ; [be weak ; 

The poet shall have no Irish text, and your poems shall 
While only one in the hundred of the Irish will remain 

my woe ! 

If the furze appeared in its wonted dress that year, it is pre- 
sumed that some future year will usher in increased distress. 

' JBliadhain an seacht. In the year seven. Mac AuU0(i 
toast have meant the year 1867. Vide infra. 
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182 CAfins^^t^e A|c ^^rijUoirb- 

b6i6 cAipcfi) A3 f AfCttige a c-Cloc-25^ioe, 
Jr bfe]8 CAipqi) A7|i b^lUib ai) pu||iffeAlU]c ; 
t)fe|6 CAjpqD A c-CACAi|% S|ft eAbbA]ic, 
'S h^]6 CA]pcfo Ai) b6-dfiot8e ah)' n)u|nfeAft-fA* 

Cioc|:a rAti)[iA iiiaBac, if ^ajtbAji stiiadac, 
3eiri?|ie ceobAo, Asuf eAftjtAO |td6AC ; 
Moibl]cc bfteA^A, A3m* jietlse n^fe^ce, 
CfpcfA le^c AI) 5eirt)|ie tDAft ao r-f AibfiA*, 
^5^r ^^1^ -^n c-rA!t)itA ii)A|i AT) 3eiti)fie. 

Ctoc^A C03A6 30 c|to|6eA]t3 cpef a clAoppeAfc 

ludc n)6|i6<\il, 
^e cfif cfofCAfjA iD5|tA, *foi cofSAfi c|ie cfi6bAcc 

bo S^cfAib ADD ; 
t)6i6 fu]lfie|be^ At|t AP n)-b6cAfi, if bfeAfiU A5 ija 

clocA]b, 
b6]b A clo|8eAri) 'f a patfic a l^)n) 3AC Aeoba]i)e. 

i XetVA an gheimhridh, ^c. Could the old chief have bor- 
rowed this from Nixon's prophecy ? Nixon says : — 

' ** When summer in winter shall come. 
And peace is made in every man's home. 
Then shall there be danger of war ; 
For, though at night with peace the nation rings. 
Men shall rise to war in the morning. 
There shall be a winter council, a careful Christmas, 
And a bloody lent ^" 

There is, in any event, much truth in the prediction ; our 
faints have foretold the changes of the seasons, and we are ali 
old enough to notice something of the sort. 

* Beidh Suilreibe, Sfc. Suilreibe, in some parts of Ire)aBd« 
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A Captain will dwell at Cloch-meine, 

A Captain will be in Purcell's halls, 

A Captain will be in the city of Sir Edward, 

And a kind-hearted Captain will be in my manor* 

There shall come a grey summer, a sunny harvest, 
A misty winter, a favourable spring, 
A fine Christmas, and fat grave-yards; 
Half the winter shall become like summer. 
And half the summer like the winter. 

Then shall com© gory war, by means of which the 

haughty race shall be subdued, 
With three great assessments, and no boasting victory 

for the Saxon, 
A snare (spy) will be set on the road, and the stones 

will speak. 
And every man in the field will have a sword in his hand. 

is the name of a snare or noose ; it also signifies a spy or con* 
lung person. Hence it is presumed that the establishment of 
the constabulary on the roads is here alluded to ; the following 
tradition respecting this force is frequently heard : — ^ \)^fa 
cuA|ll]6e bubA A]ti 5AC ctwntob,** i.e. Black poatt will be 0* 
every cross-road. Some were of opinion that the phrase had 
allusion to the finger-posts set up at cross-roads, but it is ab- 
surd to suppose such had been the meaning of the phrase, since 
the above quotation explains it clearly enough. The speaking 
•tones mean either the milestones, or the strict system of es- 
pionage that will be carried on at this period. We are well 
acquainted with the spying system adopted by England in Ire- 
land in cases of the slightest emergency, which, in a propor- 
tionate ratio, must necessarily increase when real danger im- 
pends. 
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C|ll-CAini)ic ir coUjfbe add ; 
DeAfipAD A!) baACA]U a 5AbA]l ad T*^i^> 

** ?Vd 6 ffto AD ^ItJ A jtAlb C^ll-rD0C|0ll05 ?" 

C^ocVa sUf Affi ?b5]nc]b, if |:al Atft da H^i&cib ; 
CAbA||i|ri6 AD CApoll ban Ife^rD ca|i ad l^orbAjD ; 
n]OC|?A |iib|n|t)e A|fi ad b-|:^AfiD6|5. 
%5Ar ciocfTA rioc ir 3^ot sad coirirDeAfs'. 

t)lf ADAjD ^n 6}tt, ir blfAftAiD OA D-b^oft da bfe|5* ; 
bltA&A^D rDjl^ occ c-ceAb c^5 beic *f^ ^aoi bfeA^*, 

CfOCfTA AD TftADCAC A D-bCAf, V^ SbA]DDeAC A 

t)oifi; 
DeAfiiTAO Tii5 Sactod i)ac iDAifieADD bo djac do 
cliAtbufD. 

> 7Voc/a Sioc is gaotk, Sfo. Storms are always considered bj 
the Irish as omens of war and bloodshed, according to the 
prorerbs — "CuAtiroVA 50 irfott ireAttcAjiw ASAf nofujAoc,' 
i.e. Rain and constant winds are the true omens of bloodshed, 

s Bliadhain an oir, ^c. There is an Irish phrase in common 
vae in which are recorded three events, said to denote the ap. 
proach of tie expected war of liberation, namelj, ^* Zyocpx 

bl]A6A|1) A1J Oftt, Wia6A|1) At) hSf^]^Xi tpoifl, ASAf WtAbAfl) At) b7l6]1),'* 

i.e. the year of the gold, the year of the great crop, and the 
year (f sorrow will come. These events are not easy of ^pla- 
nation, if we do not understand a series of years instead of 
one« and consider the discovery of the Califomian and Aus- 
tralian mines as the year of gold. True it is that this phrase 
was in use long before the discovery of gold fields in either 
country, but the year of gold, the meaning of which noboi^ 
knew, was expected, so was the year of the great crop, mud,; 
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Dablin shall be without the voice of the Galls ; 
Kilkenny shall have a college in it ; 
The boy will say as he passes along the road, 
"Is this the place where Kilmallock stood I '* 

Bogs shall be locked, and the mountains fenced ; 
The grey horse will leap over the lion ; 
Ribbons shall grow on the alder tree. 
And incessant frost and evil shall ensue. 



After the year of gold the year of weeping will follow ; 
In the year one thousand eight hundred five tens and 

nineteen. 
The Frank will come from the south, and the Spaniard 

from the east. 
The Saxon King will say that he has neither a son nor 

cousin-german. 

following in succession, the year of sorrow or wailing. It is 
not very likely, indeed, that either the prophecy or proverb 
shall be falsified. 

• Bliadhain mile, (fc. The year 1869. In this year the 
French will come from the south, and the Spaniards from the 
east to Ireland : it is difficult to guess what positions those 
nations will assume in fourteen years hence, but it does not 
require the gift of prophecy to foresee that the present belli- 
gerent parties, probably the powers now neutral, will assume 
positions in the great war different to those they now occupy. 
No sane man can for a moment think that the best Christian 
blood of Europe is freely shed for the mere purpose of sup- 
porting Moslemism. St. Columbkille does not extend the ter- 
mination of English power in Ireland to so remote a date, and 
in this very same poem it is assumed that 1867 shall witness 
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186 CA[iD3A|fte n)]c ?ltT)Uo|rb. 

06c b&A3, ode c-c6Ab CAfi^ii* if rDjle, 
Ctocf A l^ ft]l 20tt||ie A]|t AD b^^lcAine, 

tijAf l^ f^]l ^0]X) A][l AT) AOfue ; 

b^|b Cflf ]lAe fACAjlOA, T ^63IT)A|l pl^uc p^AfllbAlt. 

C^OCpA bl|A8A1f) fubAC, bl|A6A]n 8ubAC, 
t)l|A8AlO PA SOjtCA, fAtbfIA boioeAijAC, 

T65tt)Ati cfiort) bjof bftAUCA Ion), 
^Vjuf eAjtjtAC A^|\ beA5^D bAOjije. 

2t)jle ylixu 30 bft^r, ^r occ bo cfeAbAfb^, Qeo, 

Cori)6lucA|3 3AD clac cu|5 be|c, ]]• ceAi)5^il i)ao| 

x]^ 3<^ b|tac Ai]i l^fi bo A|cri)e ai) b^AjtlA. 

the discomfiture of the English. One, however, may be tha 
date of the commencement and the other of the termination 
©f the struggle.— Vide St. Columb. et infra. 
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Eighteen handred besides one thousand. 

The feast of Mary (Annunciation) shall reach towards 

May; 
And the feast of St John ( Baptist) shall fall on a Friday ; 
Three Saturday's moon, and a rainy grassy harvest. 

There shall come a year of joy, a year of sorrow, 
A year of famine, and a stormy summer; 
A heavy harvest that will be saved with care. 
And a spring when there shall be but few people- 
To one thousand- whole, and eight of hundreds. 
Conjoin without fear, ^ve tens and nine. 
The age of Marys Son, to which also add seven and nine. 
From that time prostrate shall be the English speak- 
ing race for ever. 

Mile slan, (fc. The date here given is 1867, the year in 
which the English-speaking race shall be finally expelled from 
Ireland* Vide alibi. 
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We have been favoured by a gentleman, who is an 
eminent Irish scholar and poet, with the following 
metrical translation of MacAulifie*s periods ; we beg to 
present it to the reader, as a specimen of such form of 
translation. 

THE PROPHECY OF MACAULIFFE. 



Introduction. 



I. 



When the mind is sad and weary : when the times are 

passing dreary. 
And the heart within is sinking : thinking of the days 

of yore ; 
Get and read those books of wonder. Open wide the 

leaves asunder ; 
Where the Sybil's voice of thunder to the Future opes 

the door. 
With awe, and reverence meet, then listen when the 

Sybil opes the door 

On the Future's shadowy shore. 



II. 

Hear MacAuliffe of the Ealla. Myst'ries will the chief- 
tain tell ye. 

If you hear those olden voices — voices of the mighty dead; 

Foremost of the Seers prophetic : yet no barbarous 
Ascetic, 
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Words he hath so strange, electric, as would fill th« 

world with dread. 
Could they hear and know the mystery written wher« 

the Ella led; 

O ! 'twould fill the world with dread ! 



THE PROPHECY. 

III. 

Time of Times : the first despised are the hards that 

erst we prized. 
In the next the Geraldine like a vine shall fade away. 
The third shall make the churchmen stagger. Next the 

Saxon proud will swagger. [decay. 

Fifth : my race will fail by dagger — dagger, sickness, or 
O ! the next, the Saxon conquers ; sateless still with 

land and sea ; 

Lord of land, and Lord of sea ! 

IV. 

Seventh : the Saxon's crimes are stinking- Eighth : the 

Gaels have hills I'm thinking: 
Will they hold those beauteous mountains ? Mountains 

. over valleys fair ! 
Ninth : the land shall all be rented. Tenth : Each man 

be discontented : 
^ach with broken vows tormented. Sorrow's rain is 

falling there ! [ing there ! 

O ! what misery, woe, and sorrow, while that rain is fall- 
All arc covered wilh despair. 
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V. 

Then, — Oh ! strange and dark the story — Actire ar« 
the old and hoary. 

And the hattle red is raging — raging *mong the yonng 
and old; 

Datighter cheats the mother hore her. Sons will treat 
their fathers sorer ; 

Neighbours rob their neighbour's store^ or on their cat- 
tle lay a hold. 

Age no more shall be respected — women sell themselFes 

for gold. 

Virtue, beauty, all be sold ! 

VI. 

List ! the people's Saxon speaking — still their wicked 

courses keeping : 
Wonder not the furze don't blossom — blossom not pure 

flowers for crime. 
Follows then a dire starvation. Seven alone will bring 

salvation 
To the prosperous happy nation — nation formed for 

happier time ! 
Changing still, comes lurid summer. Harvest voices 

gweetly chime : 

Through the glad air sweetly chime ! 

VIL 

Then a misty winter cometh, and a sweet spring smil- 
ing bloometh. 

Child bom of a christmas greener — greener than the 
healthy frost. 
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G rare-yards fill, and homes grow sadder : mothers weep 

and death grows gladder. [is lost. 

Summer stingeth like the adder. Many a life on roads 

Stones have tongues, and men bear falchions where the 

fields rich harvests boast, 

'Mong the swarthy reapers host. 

VIII. 

Now Eblana knows no danger — hears not now the voice 

of stranger. 
A college stands near Old Kilkenny — Old Kilkenny 

once more young. 
Mark a place, the ivy blotting : a boy goes past with 

satchel trotting, 
Asks : — ** those ruins slowly rotting — was Kilmallock 

those among ?" 
Only rushes, weeds, and willows grow where Bards have 

lived and sung : 

Where the Fenian Bards have sung ! 

IX. 
See streamers on the elder growing. The grey horse 

o'er the lion going. 
Frosts incessant, winds unpleasant — winds unpleasant 

constant blow. 
A golden year will end in weeping : years full eighteen 

hundred keeping. 
To them sixty nine more heaping, and the Saxon will 

rank low, 
Franks and Spaniards coming over, then will meet i 

shiinking foe: 

Then will lay the Saxou low. 
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X. 

Thousand to eight hundred linking — eighteen too in 

Time's sea sinking. 
May shall have the feast of Mary — Mary, guardian of 

our Isle ! 
John's great feast falls on a Friday, spoiling the old 

forms of my day ; 
Three moons have Saturdays at high day : Harvest 

comes in sickly style : 
And the spring has few to greet it — few to meet it with 

a smile ! 

All are sick and cannot smile ! 

XL 
Again I count the years contrary since the hour the Son, 

of Mary 
Brought the glad, the blessed gospel — gospel spread 

from shore to shore ; 
Add a thousand to eight hundred ; join five tens, nor 

nine be sundered,. 
Seven and one 'twill not be wondered I should add to 

make it more, 
When I tell ye from that moment that the Saxon's 

power is o'er, 

Ruling from that hour no more. 

John T. Rowland. 
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It has been suggested by some ^friends that thefore« 
going poem of Mac Auliffe is the same as the oae 
given ; but a minate inspection will, at once, convince 
the reader that they are not really and substantially the 
same. The style, the language, and the incidents are 
quite different. Hence it is thought prudent to give it, 
as, it may be, that some other documents may turn up, 
which may enable us to authenticate the origin whence 
the piece has been derived. At the «ame time we mast 
receive the whole with caution in the absence of more 
clear and certain authorities, though we ' find many 
snatches contained in the piece in the writings of out 
sainted seers : this is the reason we are inclined to give 
them to the public in the present shape. 
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CtocfrA biiU eAC 5Af) cuit cfiu, 

3ai) flit ad led 50 h'lonj^^^WA^l; 

*H^ 0-bfteAti7AT)A]& CfttbA, ced, fioDOA, be6,beACC» 

3o l)-ufi-c|ifoc Cuinb bA b-ci3in» 

Jocf A f|b i)A blfjce bo |i|n»)eAbA]t ]:6ti)> 

C]oc|:a fei]t3e a]|i bttfi riDr®*n> ^V tDjOfCAtr cum 

SacSaiI; 
t)^|b DA bAOfi>e bttl A c-C)Ot>CAcc, '|*a iD-boccACC 

Vad c-r^egAl, 
?Vo cfof A3 bul A i)-bAO]|te, A3Af ]on)Ab i)a ipAOft* 

C|t6i3nb AD F^il©, A3Ar irijceocAts ad S|ia8, 
^5^r 1^151^1^ ^0 tD6|b n*) AO C|ie]b|orD Affi Ufi; 
N| B^0 ^ifCACc AD AeD DCAC 3AD sufCAl 'da Uibi 
'S Dl bfe^S 3A0I A3 ACD D^^c le bu^De 3AD Ai|ib. 

Jf C6AfCA* DA fS^AlcA f A 3eib]rD ADOlf, 

Ma c6AbCA bo fl^occ ^ibfji 30 |iACAib ca|i tt)a]\i ; 
Wa pfei|if|6e bA leA3A6 a d-a3a^& da c-cdoc. 
It ^^ ]*l^lbc]b le c6AbA|b bA |io]dc cuid ixo^c. 

1 7V0c/k dul, ffc. By this simile the ruthless hordes of in- 
raders are meant : it is quite evident from this and the stansM 
that fblloir that the predictions were written long before te 
time when Mac AulifEe flourished. 
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A rout of shoeless horses will come. 
Unbridled will their numbers go forth. 
In dense, hot, fair, active, earnest divisions. 
To depredate the green district of Conn. 

Ye shall be punished by the laws which ye yourselves 

have made ; 
Your fathers shall become subservient, and discord sown 

among the Gael ; 
People will wax in iniquity, and become poorer, 
While rents shall increase, and task-masters multiply. 

Hospitality shall flee, and cordial affection, 

And those parties will prostrate the faith under foot ; 

None shall be prevalent without exterior support. 

And none will acknowledge the wretched as his kindred. 

Torturing will be the news we shall have at this time. 
Hundreds of the race of Heber will go in exile over the 

seas; 
Perches (measuresi) will be laid in the face of the hills. 
And the mountains with cords divided for the herds. 

> Is ceasta, f^c. This stanza shows clearly that the Irish 
would be forced to fly into exile, in order to make room for 
bullocks and sheep. 
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bfe]& IDAOtl A D-feAbAD 5AC SAb^lcAtr *, 

WA^rl^lbce A 3^111)1)15 r^ boUoAib, 

'S A i)fe 5l^3ll, cjteAb 6feAtJi:Ab pa boccajn ! 

t)6i6 ctt^iiS Ai|t uirse, ir muilce 30 ledfi 'oa s^c, 
1)60 bUc DA co|Ue A cwicim, ir feociJA ad b^o ; 
t)&l6 n^ib ir biolUiv A P-10DA& DA rDODAb^n, 
0*0 bU|tt)A]T) clucAift 50 S|ot?Ai5 'oA re^lcAfi b^i>. 

fas^uiSe le b^tift-bAOir bu|i m-bAilce 30 Uj|t, 
?l3 luce b^i)-brit3irce If Uf^l^e 'co cpeArOA ahi 

A c-cAeb ; 
tis al fl^l^^ciSe A c-qgce c^bAifioe 30 mA|bio ai> 

Ue, 
)r n)0 cti^o ctioi6e I 3uti r^ibji) AicfieACAir fe- 

CioctrA r^^\i 3l^r ^f^ Altt^eACAib >i|t cUDAib ; 
3ac rfe-fl^b iDAic oitibeiiic if buAt) a CAtr3F«^^ 1 * 
5ac aiSfeAji clitt6ri)Ail V^ ^ttii)^T) ^3 m-btiAic- 

f eA]t pttt)Cs 
SeolKAit cuise idati f ^5^^ c"ici«5 ^^'^3® • 

?V^]i bfieACAb Af) coiTtce^ clotrrS^ pocn^ti) ca^^yv^ 
Luce rAob.ctieib|ri) 6o|tCAi3 cotr ^^oi A3 tAfi- 

tiA]DP cum ri^'^^l^^ 
^x) ^Ai!t3«* conr)Ai&il le T)eA|tc-l^n jrocfiAii^ I0D3, 
)r bobA|3 Al) btioc-c|toi6e 3AP bft|3 a |:|UeA6 p^ 

cuti)A ! 

» ilir bhreacadh an choircei When the oats begin to ripen, 
or change the colour, in the beginning of harvest. 
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Flocks of she^p shall occupy the arahle land^ 
Stewards will he pUced on every farm ; 
The mountain will bellow with the lowing of the store ox^ 
Andy O good 69dy what will the poor then 60 1 

Waters will dry np, while many mills will need them. 
The blossom of the wood shall fall, and the grass wither. 
Rape and cresses shall take the place of the mountaiii 

berry. 
From BliM^ey ^0 the Shannon where boats are wont to sail* 

Through mad folly ye will abandon all your towns. 
To pien wearing white trousers, and lace on their breasts. 
Who will pledge toasts in taverns from night 'till morning, 
Qh, grief of spy heart ! it will give reason for repenta^^ce. 

Green grass shall grow at gates and strongholds ; 

Every precious thing will be carefully concealed ; 

Every worthy young man in Munster suspected to pos- 
sess wealth, 

Shall be solaced by being entrapped in ^e quirks of 
the law. 

When the oats shall begin to ripen, ye shall hear a 

sound apprpach; 
They who profess the foolish faith in Cork, on the Lee, 

shall be on the retreat ; 
The sea shall be heaving with the power of a noisy fleet. 
While the evil-fiearted churls^ devoid of power^ shall be 

leaving in sorrow* 

* Jn/iairffe, f^c. For an account of the powerfiil invading 
fleet that will come to Irelan4» see pp. SO, 53, 55, 9t alibi. 
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C^OCpA f Afi)|tA 5At) Ali)ftAf DAC fAtC|!t§ceA]t Sm^^J 

*Sai) TftAi)CAc i)'A|t CAfU A co|D5eAl AftiAtb ; 
Wa t^Aii)A|t-puic SAllbA bo iceAb ad b|A6, 
3ad A»t)|iAf be]6 A c-ceAt^cAC ioa|i ltt]fi)]6e a^\i 
f llAb ! 

Hca^ CeAOD-c-f^|le l^tb||i, AcipttjoneAc, ceAi)n, 
Jf Co|iCA i)A o-^Tt|tCAC 1:^5 Ai) be^|tfi A^ce Atfi 

f eobAf ; 
C|0C^a6 da bftai^tjie b^^^ftftcA, beAijOA^Jce a daU, 

)f bfel6 DA Sp^^Dfcb A D-^JC pA SACfAOAC AIJO. 

)f bit^De* l^t) b'feA5cdift DO bfteA5i)dcA6 l]C]|f ai> 
Iao0,— 

Om ClOCpA CAC t1)6|l A CA|tllAt!)5l:eAf Ofl)A Af bufi 

c-C|iO|6e ; 
Cetue 5AI) ]*ti)feA|idib (jrfeAO ]i6ii)Ab) 5A6 ASAjb '|»a 

fttc, f AC, l?feAf05 ! ^A6l6dA]6 bobAt.^ ^^ F^lW. 

?V|) UAlJl A UbllAf Al) CUAC A^ft CflAl) 5AI) b^UgbAft, 

Ofol bo b6 A5Af ceAT)DA|3 AtibAjt ; 

ClOCfA CO5A8 5AD eA5lA,^f SOftCA 5AI) ftlACCADAf , 

Saioc 540 s^tb ; ir ^^ fn^l^ Atit Ao lOfOAtjte. 

Cioc^A OA Sba^oicb 1^0 V^ c-caIaic a daU| 
Jf ^?A5|:a i^Ab A^icfteAb bAO a o-3A|llib 5A0 ceA^; 
l)fe|6 PoficUtl^S^ Uivbo^c, AC-Ctttt»r^AC, t^A90> 
*S p| b&]6 le tt^b Acc 50 fiAib 5^]tbA Sao]* oqac Ap. 

1 /s Jiiin«, ^e. This Terse dearly shows that Mac AoHffe 
was engaged in extracting those prophecies from the works of 
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There shall undoubtedly come a summer in which the 

sun will not shine. 
And the French, who never violated their covenant, will 

arrive; 
The alien fat bucks who were accustomed to devour food, 
Shall surely meet a change as hurtful as the blaze on a 

[mountain. 
Kinsale is strong, prosperous and powerful. 
And Cork of the shipping shall bear the palm for success ; 
The shorn holy friars will come hither, [here. 

And the Spaniards will occupy the place of the Saxons 

[lay- 

He is a treacherous man who would falsify a letter in a 
For a great battle will be fought that shall draw sighs 

from your hearts ; 
A fire without embers (look before yon) each shall meet 

in his path, 
Confusion ! the treacherous churls will fly away. 

When the cuckoo will sing on a tree without a leaf. 
Sell your cow and buy com. 

War without fear shall come, and famine without want, 
Covetousness will encrease, while a double ledge of com 
shall be on the ridge. 

The Spaniards will come over and fill our bays, [less ; 
They will leave the common residents of Galway head- 
Waterford shall be very poor, afflicted, and weak, 
And all that can be said is that the Saxon hordes had 
been there. 

tome saint, when he says that he would be a treacherons man 
who would &]sify a lay or poem. 
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)r ciiifH?eA|i l)Atle-^cA-cl|AC A||i c^cfil ; 

SOo §ol ! 11)0 gol ! mo Jol ! mo 6o|l§]Of I 

?^ b-|?eA|iAi)i> SadjstI &d||ic^?eA|i ^?>fl ff l0!)AC4f|i ; 

tls f feo AP c-Am A 6d|T;t*eA]t lufm^eAc 'oa suaL 

*NtiAi|t 4: ^fi56tSt?eAf At) UdmAD btt|6e a ueA^ic, 
*S' ^ tfdebADO&D bftfeAC A b|tf Je ; 
Se|i)|!|6 AO cUifi^-eAc 30 biDo, bioU, 

OVbllt A1) b-OCt A3Af A1) DAOf. 

1)1|a6ati> tt)fl4^i ffiACC c-tfeAb, 
Sfe be]c, 'I'A eeACA^ft b6A3 ; 
'Sad ^ftb ft Ap-cuA)$ bo'i) bomAt)« 
CAbAtit|:eA|t C03A6, A3Af fuiACAft lomm^ 

C|OC|?a' C03A6 At) ba SaU, 

Cifcfre 6a ceAon At) ceAm|>'^U a c-ctooQ a c^fle ; 

CAbAifi^Afi C03a6' Vao bomAD fott^ 

U'r tr ^ Al) SACfODAd bfolfAf AO l^fobAfH. 

> Bliadhain, &a. Caimot undentaod this date. 

> JHocfa, &c. See the Prophecies of Dornhnmll Cam. 

> 7a6^tr/2?ar eogadh, &c. It may not be rerj nnlikelj thai 
the present war is the one foretold here ; it little mattes wi» 
will be the conquerors or conquered ; it can be easily seen that 
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A> battle will be fboght at Ihin-na-egiatli> 
Dbblin will fall into decay ; 
The Representative of the king will be riain^ 
By the Loid of Tralee, at Athcru ! 

My cause of tears ! my cause of tears ! my cause of tears ! 
My sorrowfuli scorohiug, sickening grief ! [my grief ! 
Blood and entrails shall strew the field of Saingil ; 
Wo to him who cannot run ^e day of the battle of Saia^ 
It ia then Limerick shall be burned to ashes, [gil's field I 

When the yellow lion will resign his strength^ 
And the speckled thistle its power ; 
The harp will sound most sweetly 
Between eight and nine. 

In the year one thousand seven hundred^ 
Six tens, asd fourteen ; 
In the north-western part of the world. 
There will be war and hard skirmishing. 

The war of the two 6alls will come. 

The two heads of the Church shall fall by one another, 

A war will be waged in the eastern world. 

And it is the Saxons who shall pay the piper. 

England will be obliged to pay dearly for her share in the tnunt* 
action. It may happen, according to the finglUh phrase,— 
*< The unicorn and lion 

Fought for the crown. 

But little coaly started up. 

And knocked both down.** 
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The foregoing is another of the abstract prophecies 
attributed to the pen of Mac Aulifie, the Dahallow 
Chief, of which the following metrical transUitioQ bj a 
gentleman eminently skilled in his native language, is 
annexed. 



THE PROPHECIES OF MAC AULIFFE. 

Shoeless and unbridled there shall pass our island o'er, 
A rout of horses trampling her plains from shore to shore; 
Shedding sorrow, and amazement, and bitter woe upon 
The waning tribes and kindreds of the beauteous land of 
Conn. 

Ye shall smart beneath the laws that yourselves were 

pleased to frame. 
Your fathers shall be scoffed at, the Gael a hated name ; 
Then shall each day grow harder, all poverty increase. 
More task-masters and tributes must ever mar your peace. 

Generosity shall vanish, and sickening lore shall die, 
Those holy duties darkly, by all forgotten, lie ; 
No man shall then avail, but so he keep him with his hand. 
Alone and undefended the weak will have to stand. 

Tho* it wring me as I see it I must shape the future's taie. 
Hundreds of the race of Heber on the exile's race most 

sail; 
Measures will be laid against the rugged Bills and rocks. 
And the heathery mountain's freedom be subdued to feed 

the ox. 
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Each clan in its own limits shall by sheep supplanted be. 
On each man's land a steward shall be set to oversee ; 
The mountain shall give back but the lowing of the steer. 
Thou, God, art wise and knowest what the poor will have 
to fear. 

The water brooks shall parch, no sound of mills be made. 
The forest-blossom drop, and the meadow grasses fade ; 
The water-cress must grow where the daisy springeth now. 
From Blarney to where Shannon laves the sailing vessel's 
prow. 

Ye shall leave your fenced cities, and yield them to a race. 

With white gannents on their legs, and good store of 
golden lace ; 

Drinking healths and making merry thro* all the hours 
of night. 

And, alas, from all your sorrows ever quaffing their de- 
light. 

Desolation shall clothe gateways with green herbs like 

the field. 
All precious things and jewels will be jealously concealed; 
Each youth of name in Munster, that rumour saith hath 

aught. 
Shall, by the cunning tricksters, be lightly sold and 

bought. 

At the turning of the oats, ye shall hear a growing sound. 
The fanatics of Cork by the Lee shall lose their ground ; 
The foaming sea shall bellow 'neath the ploughing of a 

fleet, 
And the false churls in sadness be driven to retreat. 
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There shall douhtless be a summec wheo the san won't 
brightly 8hme» 

And the Frank, who ne*er broke faith, shall come east- 
ward o'er the brine; 

Then the glutton stranger towns, where food was nerer 
rare. 

Woe, woe to them, shall kindle with the fixed moon' 
tain's glare ! 

I foresee Kinsale all prosperous, increasing day by day. 
And Cork's fair port that merits the palm from ev'ry bay ; 
The blessed shaven friars shaU come^ across the sea, [ba« 
And where the Saxon has beei% th^e shall the Spaniard 

He would be a treacherous man who would &lsify a lay. 
Your hearts shall grieve to witness the battle of that day ! 
See, a fire without embers impede your path along. 
Wigs on the green ! the churlish horde shall join the 
exile throng. 

When the cuckoo shall be heard on a tree without a leaf; 

Sell thy cow, and buy thee corn, so shalt thou miss the 
grief; 

War without fear shall con^e that time, and famine with- 
out need. 

The furrow shall bear double, but double each man's greed. 

The Spaniards shall come over and fill our evVy bay. 
And the ruler of fair Galway shall perish from their way ; 
Waterford will feebly sink, conquered by despair. 
And 'twill be but a legend that the Saxons have been there. 
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At Dunnaskie how bloodily a fight must yet be fought ! 
Proud Dublu) shall be overthrown, and lowly turned to 

sought ; 
The king's lieutenant too must fall, believe I read you 

true. 
And by the good Lord of Tralee it shall happen at Athcru. 

Alas, alas, alas again ! an hundred times alas ! 

Alas ! my spirit telleth me this too must come to pass. 

Blood shall be spilled on Singland's field, and entrails 

strewed about ; 
Woe to the lame or slow of foot the day of iSingland's rout! 

Then Limerick shall be burning in spite of tow'r and 
moat — 

'Twixt eight and nine your ears shall hear the harp's be- 
witching note ; 

The yellow lion's strength shall fail, and the speckled 
thistle's green. 

In the year one thousand seventeen, seven himdred and 
fourteen. 

In the north-west regions of the world's extensive stage, 

In bloody wars and struggling conflicts they'll engage. 

Two potent Galls shall vigorously wage war with vengeful 

greed. 
And the heads of both their churches shall lose power as 
* their meed ; 

In tue eastern world a war shall rise, and hear it tridy said. 
That the piper by the Saxons shall there be amply paid. 
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[The following prophetic verses are usually attributed 
to Fionn Mac Cumhaill the celebrated druid, and chief 
commander of the Fenii, or Irish National Guards. There 
can be no doubt but the druids> like the Magi, aad other 
pagan priests, delivered the oracles of their deities, and 
predicted, in a certain obscure way, future events, since 
we find some very ancient predictions attributed to them. 
Fionn Mac Cumhaill is celebrated in popular tradition 
and legends for the gifts of fore-knowledge he possessed. 
Yet, though he may have left the substance of these 

PACitA^cc. ?^ Oin^, AD |i^t6e Hint), 

Wj b^f^trqije ri)tc CtttijAtU; 
20a|i CA]it)3AiTt ID Ti|$ 50 ftAC, 
Tl[t ^It^S^I^^ b'a6A|iA&? 

Oint). jDDireob bttjc rs^Al 5^18 siiidd, 

?l l^^ccftAtcc cA|6 m]c UppluiDo ; 
]f ha 6|i^b le bo cfto|be, 
5ao b^]l ACA c-CA|iD5Ai|te. 

So|6e bo fiiDOe TtoDD fom> 
Or sleADi) A5 bcAOD^ib ^AbOfp ; 
'So b-t!ACA DeuU bub a cuAfC, 
Do fijuci) 6pi |te V^i) uAiit. 
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predictions to the world, it was not in its present shape, 
for, it is clear, his predictions have been reduced to 
metre by a much more modem sage, as the language 
and versification amply testify. The poem goes in the 
usual style of Fenian pieces ; St. Patrick requests the 
royal bard to relate what Fionn foretold concerning Ire- 
land. Oisin replies. But since we find the substance 
in some instances similar to the events predicted by other 
Irish seers, we must necessarily conclude that the whole 
is a compilation extracted both from the works of Chris- 
tian as well as pagan writers.] 

Patrick, Oisin, please to relate to us. 

Some portion of Mac Cumhaill's predictions, 
And on what occasion they have been predicted. 
Thou angelic man who has adored the true God. 

Oisin. 1 will tell you a tale full of seriousness, 
O chaste Patrick, son of Arpluinn ; 
It will grieve your heart to hear, 
The various changes unfolded by prediction. 

As Fionn once sat facing towards the east. 
On a clifif over-looking a glen on Bineadair 

(Howth), 
He saw a dark cloud approach from the north. 
Which covered Ireland in an instant. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



808 CA|ti)5A||te TblOi) «)ic Curi|A|lU 

Tioiji) ii)AC Cari)A]ll ?i.lti)U|!)e ; 

Win ir Ors^n s^ n-?5MDi), 

TiAfltAiDOibpe A c-c|i|Ufi be, 

'Ctieb bo'i) Doull boftCA a t^uAfc, 
Do lirfic 6i|ii fie }}%D ttA]|i? 

Sa ftOfbettc CAelce cftoi^e, 
Le Tfoi)!) d|Yt6eAftc ^Ithuioe ; 

Jf OA Iftfcc not) 10 AiopeAf. 

Ffooo. CfuiAg n*) ^ ^Aelce c|to|8e, 
Jf CfAp uAic A CA|in5At|ie ; 
8l)eAf5i:ACc DaijA^fi cA|i fnaifi fijeAf)!), 
U i)'tt]lc A|]4 feATtAfb 6i[teAT)i). 

Sa)^Ufl8 ft^cc 6|ne u]le, 
etccifi 11)^5 ti7fD tr fpttjpe ; 
Tm fte 6^ c6b bl]A6A|t) mbjl,' 
So iD*biA cl^{t ^^Ia |;(i6A, 

W| p^5Alb f|AC bo |tAC ADO, 

Hac n)6 tr ^1^ b^]b f uUads ; 
Saca iDAfiB^A]i tun 50 5U,* 
\>a b'AibfiAC bA ij'^ifibinSe. 

I In tnbther copy—" T\k]a tife iai5 c^^ W1A6A9 tij-biijij." 
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They who sat next Fionn Mac Cuttihaill, 
The great king of Almhain (Allen in Kildare) ; 
Were I myself, and Osgar the serious, 
With Caelte, the son of Ronsiu 

We three with one hreath said 
To the renowned king of Almhain ; [iiorlh, 

Tell us the meaning of this dark cloud from the 
Which has enveloped Irelatid in an instant. 

Caelte the helo?ed then said 
To the renowned king of Almhain ; [tooth, 

" Place your thumb of fore-knowledge under your 
And let us remain no longer in ignoravce of its 
meaning." 

Fionii. '* Alas ! O Caelte the beloved, [to pass — 

It is long until the meaning predicted will come 
Aliens from beyond the raging ocean [of Ireland. 
Will come hither to inflict great evils on the people 

They will devastate all Ireland, 

Her fertile plains and verdant mountains; 

For two hundred years in full, [them. 

Shall the surface of Ireland remain subject to 

[after them. 

They will not leave the least germ of jirosperity 

So that it will be difficult for the people to bear 

up againsit their oppression, [nations 

The numbei-s who shall be slain by their machi- 

Shall remain as a stain upon their sovereignty. 
14 
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Wc iA]%fDA]|tc b tAC e||%eAi>i>; 
2Dac 20u]t64i6 AD bi^b^l bu]i, 

bA f|AbA|tCA fe A|l t>'ltDpu6. 

bu |io olc tl^lipCAf AH !*t§, 
b^Ab A fe^itAf i:a birt)B|ti5 ; 
Sad n)AC, 5Af) iA|tn?UA ^^ bU, 

S| lAflSDO liDO A UbjlA. 

LAise^n A]]i c-cuf c60]icAfi Apo, 
Sao|c lert)* d|toi6e a eori^All ; 
Sad fifS oji|tA Acc bi^bAl bub, 
Sad 1?tADA bA d*adacaI. 

Lo|Cf ICC 20i6e, tr 20utDA iDAtr? 
WocbA luj AD c'olc AtDDAir; 
So fD-b|A f^ C05A6 cu||v bjob, (btt|b) 
Uc ! bu boili5 AD bjosA^l. 

DAOfipA^ fiACC 30 bAD^nSA ; 

TuCA 50 bAD^jlbA bil, 

b]Ab C0DDACCA13 50 cpjcifi. 

Sfol c-CoDAiU tr 6o3AtD r^ll. 
Ta'd bAe|i]-i f |D bA D-bA3|tfef]i ; 
b|Ab |:ucu 30 cjArbAji CAfD, 
Tie cfifOc^Ab bl]A6A|D bitDA.* 

» AQOtbfii: copy ha«— '* Ir ^W^S Ijom l^cc Ajfi i)|<wj9<iA|b.'' 
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On a Wednesday a man will go on a distant journey, 
The consequence shall prove ruinous to Ireland ; 
JVIac Murchadh, the obstinate demon. 
And be-demoned shall he become on his return. 



The career of that king shall be unfortunate: 

His residence shall be unprotected ; 

He shall not leave behind him a son or progeny in repute, 

Though the recital is painful to us. 

Leinster shall first be seized by this people ; 

The accomplishment of it is a tribulation to ray heart ; 

No king will rule over them, but murky demons. 

No Fenian band shall then exist to release the people. 

They will destroy Meath.. and beautiful Munster, 
Their affliction of injustice will not even then be abated ; 
They will then commence to orect dark towers ; — 
Oh ! how difficult it will be avenged on them ! 

Orgial and Ulster the prosperous, 

They will reduce under tyrannous bondage ; 

Under their relentless government. 

All Connaught will submit to its final destruction. 

The posterity of Conall and Eoghan the hospitable. 
Shall be reluctantly forced to bend under that yoke ; 
They shall groan under that dark, unjust bondage. 
For three hundred years in full. 
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Nf CAC A« rp^pim Ai|t cirvT^ic; 
Cac CbnttCA* Aft cftf CACA 5U,* 
20a ft bo 6fibAii> lVf3 N|?t)^ 

C13 CU3A ni3 Saxaid r^ilt>,2 
^A D'Ar5<^ojt)e If bA D'A^nb ;* 
5o n)-beAficA|i cac mAftA mcAOD^ 
Olo A tneAi!} b'^eA|tA^b 6i|teADt), 

T^trb^b ^eA|i 'da. ]0Da6 adt), 
Tft^A rittblAb iieAOc ]r neAn}Ai>!); 
TeAfi PiPtODe beAficAji irftir; 
3ao bjclcAC b^ peAjt Ftiifiif. 

?l|rDf]ft meAbot) ADf a6a. 
W] beAit^eoil a- D-itt)oeA6A; 
Da iD-b|^ lobA|t, 5f f aoc l]on), 
Secljc iD-bljAboA ]if5e 'Q-6trt|O09« 

C13 cfteADf eA|t e|le aU, 
Cfie c6ii)Atfile ad lob^tfi ; 
So c-ciiitttoot) 30 looo bA|i l|b, 
Xl]Y At) Ooo CAC At) Aeij^eAfx. 

Rob bCic Aei)feA|i tf ^^ c-cac, 
'Na tIi^<5nAfi A |i&trt) *f ^ 1*^^ ; 
t)5 Ui) bo'n lobAift iA]t riD, 
Ctie*i> A oinAi> bA fi)u|oc||i. 

^ c«)*tA. ' e|le. » t^ofb. * 1909410^ 
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Their first battle will uot be met with rigor and resolution. 
It shall not be a battle, but the deront of a timid multi- 
The battle of Cnuca on three other battks, [tude ; 

According as the King of Heaven ordained. 

The king of the Saxons will come to them in high spirits ; 
To reprehend and interrupt them ; 
Until a battle will be fought on the boisterous main. 
Their animus will be inimical to the men of Ireland. 

[locum tenens). 
He (the king), will appoint a man to hold his place (a 
By whose authority laws and ordinances shall pass ; 
He will be said to be a man of truth. 
But he will be, indisputably, a circumventor. 

In the midst of very troublous times, 

When their cares will be brought up to the highest pitch; 

A man afflicted w ith a leprosy shall rule 

The kingdom of Ireland, for seven years. 

Another valiant man will come hither. 
By advice of the leper ruler; 
To fight a battle with apparent vigour. 
With the Donn, single-handed. 

A certain man shall fall in the conflict. 

In which his power and value shall be extended to the 

utmost pitch ; 
After this event the leper shall be subject to deep sorrow. 
In consequence of the fears he will entertain for the 

safety of his people. 
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6|fteocAi6 AD boDU f MseAcb, 
T^cA, roTttfS rt^^n CA^nseAcb ; 
Cttt|tceA|i 3 AD |:aca |ie a lii)»>, 
Cui CACA leir ^00 6i|tl0i>. 

Cu|TtteA|t CAC A D'?lt SeAf)1)A|cb, 

Da tD-b|D 3Ae6A^l ^^ ri)CAbAil ; 
Uo cu]c sleo SacSaI *f^D cac, 
?V3uf AeopeA^i AllibufiAcb- 

?Vd |reA[i boDt) fti) 3AI) bejBe, 
SoDT) CACA If i^iooosuile ; 
Caoc bo ulc SoUfi uAifie, 
3ai3 CAbAjp, SAij c^NeibuA^Ue. 

U C-CpnO t)AO| ft)-bllA6t)A ]A|l fll), 

l)eA]icArv ^|t A||t Sb^ebAUib ; 

i<JAcb r^<^i^^^'>*> ^»i*^® '*^^ D-biA5, 

Sao 3Ae&Ail uile a t)'^|ib5liA6. 

Di05AlcAtt AD c'A|1 lAjl ^D, 

9Xiu\i ]y D^viit le SCuitbDeAOAib ; 
^\\i |r|Ab|iA DA D-'5^ll «)-5^ir5^> 
U b-|:eAb|tA caU CA|ifiAfbAi[i. 

Da CAC b6|b if ad 2CttfDAD5 
?Vo cfieAf bo beA|iA ^ccaUc ; 
a5uf CAC 'fAD 2Ui6e idaI]-, 
Rj5 MjiDe bA cco^rbeACAir- 
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The Donn of the rings will then start into power. 
He, the furious, the cautious, the compact-keeper. 
Will fight three hattles, without the least timidity. 
During his career, in Ireland. 

A hattle will be fought at Ath-seanaich (Ballyshannon), 
In which the Irish shall labour under a deception ; 
The deceiver of the Irish shall be slain in the battle. 
And one of the foreigners. 

The Donn (brown-haired) man without rashness, 
A pillar in battle and conflict, 
Shall die through the virulence of one hour's illness 
Without remedy, or an individual to compassionate him. 

Nine years after that period, 

There shall be a general slaughter of the Irish people ; 
So that none shall be supposed to survive, 
Though all the hish shall not be slain in the great 
massacr& 

Thatcaniage will afterwards he avenged, [supineness. 
When the people of Munster will grow ashamed of their 
In the excitement of the warriors of the Galls, 
In their excited state abroad they shall be oveiTeached. 

Two battles will be fought in Munster, 
The third will be fought on the side of a hill ; 
A battle will be fought in beauteous Meath ; 
The King of Heaven will shield them* 
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I) A bA c^ACCAiP corbAll 3le 
CuiftpeAft be^oAift cA]t f^^le. 

?Vo lOAC feo rt5 CAft At) c-f al, 
3o i>*^orDAb 3aU 30 DeAii)i>^|%; 
WocA bftADAOP ^n fife|t>e, 

Cu|ppi6 ad c|fi V^i»^n^ii>^. 

tt c]t)eA6 Atfi Aei) c^&Af, 
te rorbAr c^o ]r Cftoi^e ; 
C|5 &A etr ^0 c^ADblise. 

CiooAciTA leAC Girttonn uill, 
Do'u locc cfocpAf Iaji* CAft cuji^n ; 

3o n-blogUb AT) IttCC A buf, 
3o f jO|% CfiUA6 OjlftA C-CUjlAf. 

Oo n)A& CAOfi coijA^lbe tf bai&, 
3oill If SAe&A^l 30 3tAT) fetat6 ; 
?V i)'a3A]6 DA D-batjAfi t)-bup, 
2I)a^c Ijori) A Uri) Atft t)*ion)pu6. 

TeAftAb pfi^f CAC c]i66a c&iu^ 
1)^o6a bo njAb A c-CAfbAil , 

U IcAC cAeb be SDIjas fl)A||-bfi^. 
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The son of the king of Saxon will come over the sea, 
I long for his arrival, though not for love of him ; 
The manifest consequence of his coming shall be. 
That the strangers shall be expelled beyond the sea. 

This prince who will come hither across the sea ; 

Shall be shamelessly accompanied by a great force of 

foreigners ; 
He shall not affect a pacification in the country : 
But will augment the previous disturbance. 

His sovereignty shall extend over the eastern country 

and here. 
He will rule both nations by the same code of laws. 
The same measure of line and foot shall prevail. 
But after that shall injustice be dealt. 

One half of the people of Ireland will muster, 
Against those forces who will come hither across the sea ; 
These here will wreak severe vengeance 
Upon them for their journey hither. 

[unite. 
Like a flame of love and grateful friendship they will 
The Galls and the Gaels with pure hearts. 
Against the obdurate strangers ; [policy ! 

How pleasing it is to me that they will change their 

They will engage them in a vigorous unflinching battle. 
And their exertions will be marked with determination ; 
He and his forces shall be slain. 
Contiguous to Mullach-maistean. 
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Curt) At) CACA 30 CAln)A ; 
2DA]vbcArt 6 'r<^ fluAJ 50 i^ioft, 
tC c-CAC 2DAifbeA0 t)A n)o\i'sr)]ow* 

De^c rt7-bl|ASoA ^t^c^occ 30 boll, 
3ao oac A3U]* 5AD corbUt)!) ; 
5ao oac'i) i)-a3ai8 t^A n^tb, 

SeAf A f Ari)A]l OA fAtblAib. 
3o C-CA3AI& DA 3Ajll A OOlfl, 

t)jo5Al Oft]iA A T)'aftmAi6 ; 
Oo G-AfbAio u|le A D-&eAf, 
Mf cu]be AD corbrt)A]CceA|-« 

Cac SA|r)5il |:eA|xcAyi aoo, 
?l d'^c f fticni 3<^^ t)'|ort)[ioll ; 

WiO|l CUflfACC 5Ae6A|l DO 3a|11, 

ti faTbA]l ]-|r) ]\}r) eifiinn. 

?io cAc nt) A beijijrt) ]i|b, 

)r Aoo b^Af HuifteAd Sait}3|1; 

bjA^rAc bAnATjt fA b|toD &e ; 

OApAlbAfl A 0'A]lDU|6e. 

RjojAib c^ifibfie bo f jol W'\)\i]^\]r)^ 
Do cujt At) c ACA 50 slfA^b ; 
5o f3Tiiort:A6 Ar Al) 2l)uTbAt) tbojft, 
So cu|be f jol Al) 5aII 5lo||i. 
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Another powerful king will come, 

Who will join the struggle with vigour ; 

lie and his men shall then be slain. 

In the battle of Mullaghmast of the great feats. 

Thirty years in full shall pass. 

Without either battle or conflict; 

None under the canopy of the sky will oppose them. 

And no people will be equal to them. 

Until strangers will come from the east, 

To take revenge of them for the carnage made by them ; 

These will come from Spain in the South ; 

It will be improper to remain in their vicinity. 



Then, the battle of Saingil will be fought, 
Saingeal the site of numerous violent contentions ; 
Neither the Galls nor the Gaels 
Never fought so hard contested a battle m Ireland. 



In this battle, concerning which I speak to you , 
The Ruireach (champion &c.) of Saingeal will join ; 
The strangers shall be plunged in sorrow afl^r it. 
And their forces shall be disheartened. 



A man of low condition of the family of O'Brien 

Shall command in that battle with great eclat ; 

He will expel out of extensive Munster, 

Very properly all the race who use a foreign jargon. 
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Cfi| l^ 66|b A3 cufi cAcdi, 
TniA rb^CAfb AD ^ttbpUcA : 
^c c|opn cfi| lAece 30 m-bl^b, 
Ca|i a tb^fce bo m<^|ibA8. 

611131b cui3 coi3e eijtfcrjn, 
TucA 'da ]tACA |ieA]rT)iont) ; 
3o !)-b|0f)3nA AD builiiT) btl, 
Do 3AC c6|3e A coiDoitb. 



6]|t3tb UA DA ]tf03 fl^AbA, 

bfAf ^6 f fol HA SaIadac ; 
Oo 8foctiA AD 6]r}e cu)l, 
bu |rfo|i blije a 6ftir)1tD. 

Bmsfor SftiADSAlU i)oi|te, 

Sao i:6iftceAr)n a ^uili8(* ; 
3o ceADT) iDior o'n cac AmAc, 
bjAp f^ 30 friofi bA b-i:6ftbA6. 

SnA0D3AllAC o J)oi|te CUAtC, 

^5"r ^^ |o6Ain 30 tD-buA^S; 
C\o6 C|A0 |ie r^AfiD A nAe, 
bcAficAft bo oun) DAon)-ni?t)e. 

Wf leADAH) 30 lets Dior m6, 
Ca|i ^ir 3aU ufi If Anno ; 

CjOb tD6|t A loCCA le |l2lD, 
)]• lt)6 l)0]f A D'AICfbeAlA ! 
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Three days shall the hattle last* 
Fought against the son of a--^ sovereign prince ; 
At the end of three days he shall be victorious, 
After having slain their chief men. 

The ^ve provinces of Ireland will then rise up. 
And join him wilh irrepressible resolution ; 
May the beloved Ruler of the universe. 
Support the people of every province ! 

The plundered descendants of kings will rise up, 
Who have been groaning under the Saxon race 
To take revenge of that wicked people ; 
It will be just they should do that. 

Sriangalla of Deny will rise up. 

To spill their blood wiihout iiileruiisslon ; 

During a month after that battle 

He will continue to hew ibem down wilh earnestness. 

Sriangallach from Deny in the north. 
And Hugh the pure with gi'eat success ; 
Though the time of their career is far distant. 
They shall associate with angels in Heaven ! 

I will continue my discourse no longer. 

Since hardships and adversity shall be the portion of the 

Galls after that lime ; 
Though their crimes shall be dreadful to record, 
The pity for their condition shall exceed the horror of 

their guilt !" 
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OistH' O' Patrick, son of Arpluin the renowned. 
Thou courageous guide of fair fame ; 
Supplicate you King to grant pardon 
To Osgan, and to myself, Oisin. 
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T|onij rb^c Curt)Ail |io cad. 



^ be<M) l<xB[tAf Ijori) o'n I003, 
C^ i)j ^f f7)6 cfiAOc mo c|iAo6; 
C^bb^f &Ari)fA c(V]bb|ie ^leACc, 
Tlu5 njo c]^\l ]x tiu5 mo ijCAtic. 

Cioc^aS C^ilsiD cAfi n}U||i iDeAOi), 
Wj b'olc Ijom, if i)f })*o[c b^w; 
\)e^r)r)oc^]6 6(|te ]!o feAcc, 
^5^r ^ ceAcc bu c^]n) 5IA0. 

^^^1^3® ir tM05h<>r^ 30 rn-bfifS, 
bu tbA^c A sojori) |rT)A le|c, 
bu rb<MC t)0 5<xc bujoe cbl, 
beAfiAb A l^j) 50 ce^c De. 

beAi^ clocji AelcA ]:6f <\t)t), 
Mj b^ fADO b6Anc<X|i A b-|ru|Oi); 
lu|b ^f lofA &A ccuft ffor, 
*S A5 ceACc A ijfOf o A ti)-bm). 

btAi6 coft)Af sriini) i:o|t 3AC ^ow, 
Jf ciof c|iort) o(|iA 5Ai> ODD ; 

b^A^b AD 5^]i6a A||t DOj* 5aII, 

Jf ]OrpACC C|iADD jDO ^^ c-cufi. 
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PROPHECY. 

FIONN MAC CUMHAILL CECINIT. 



Thou woman who speakest to me from the calf, [more ; 
There is another matter which troubles my mind much 
An important vision has happened to me. 
Which has deprived me both of sense and power. 

A Tail gin will come hither across the storm v sea ; • 

I do not look upon the event as bad, nor shall it be bad 

for me, 
He will bless Ireland seven times. 
And great dignity shall attend his advent- 

[splendour. 
They will have churchyards and royal mansions in great 
His deeds shall be excellent in every instance ; 
It shall be a fortunate occurrence for every person who 

may see him, [of God. 

For he will lead great numbers of people into the house 

There shall be buildings raised with stone and lime. 
They shall be built strougly and substantially ; 
Herbs and esculent roots will be planted. 
And will vegetate from their roots. 

All lands shall be measured with nicety. 

And heavy rents imposed upon them with injustice; 

They will cultivate their gardens after the fashion of the 

Galls, 
And they will plant great numbers of trees in them. 
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226 T^ifcii^e. 

Wl V^ riD 1:^10 ir olc lioii), 

?lcc ^oroAcc too DA i>-3aU O-jUf, 

Ir ")«iri I^^V> ^A c-cu|i Af. 

Cioc]:a& At) c'^fibms o'l) cuA^r. 
*S 00 beAftAb 30 C|iuAi6 A CfiCAf ; 
'^S^r ]:030|iA|6 A r^A|i5 
3or)A6 be bur ^^-^'^PS ^^ C|ie<xr- 

3a ;&li5eAC beA]tCArt ad cfieAf, 
Da t)-c]oc^A& leAf SAeoA^l aj*; 
?Vcur ctie^b t)0 Rj3 DA 113 
Ua& buf ^reApfi bo bfig, a beAp. 

CcAb pAlmAi|ie b-|:eA|i SacSaI roe ; 
bcATiAb 2Dac Oe 11)6 c^]\i peArt) 
3e bo |:ttAtiAf bjb A Iad, 
beA3 OftAiDfA bA^l DA TD-bAD. • 

Ca bo IA05 ^A tbuiDe '1DU15, 
Ue cAob bo c^ge \ie fCAl ; 

?icc 36 pUAHAf bjb A l^D, 
t3eA5 OftAtDf b^jl DA tD-bAD. 

^D cfifocb. 
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It is not, however, on that account I feel most grieved, 
But on account of the countless hordes of green 
Galls who will be here; [here, 

And that I myself and my Fenii shall not be then 
To have the pleasure of expelling those strangers. 

The Ardrigh (Supreme King) will come from the north. 
And will engage in a hard course of warfare ; 
He will make a public proclamation of his anger. 
In consequence of which the warfare shall be bloody. 

Near Sligo the warfare shall take place. 

From which shall result advantage to the Gaels; 

woman, believe in the King of Kings ! 
From whom you can acquire greater power, 

1 am the principal sage among the Gaels : 
The SON OF GOD will bring me to Heaven: 
Though I have had a great deal to do with women. 
Their connexion has been productive of no advantage 

to me. 

Your calf is outside under a white thorn bush. 
Contiguous to your house, for some time ; 
Though I have had much dealings with women. 
Their connexion has been of no advantaj?e to me. 



THE END. 
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And will be shortly published in One Volume &vo. cloth, lettered, 
PRICE EIVE SHILLINGS, 
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The manuscript, before being delivered into the publisher's 
hands, was read by some of the most gifted and distinguished 
Irish scholars in this country, and pronounced by them to be a 
work of admirable arrangement — written in a clear and 
pleasing style— containing much useful and instructive matter, 
that had not even been touched upon by any former writer of 
Irish Grammar. 

The author, with a feeling of national and literary jealousy, 
at the great advances made in modern rudimental publications 
in almost every language in Europe, has endeavoured to fashion 
both the matter and style of his work so as to meet the require- 
ments of modern improved taste. 

Hence, he hopes, that ^ lovers of literature, and those in 
particular to whona Ireland and her language ought to be 
dear, ^ will not fail in extending to this work that patronage, 
of which, he trusts, it is not undeserving. 

Let Ireland and her language not continue to be the least 
prized by her own sons. 
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